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Bid to 
break 
Irish 

logjam 

PM renews plan 
to decommission 
terrorist arms 


Royal coach and pair brave the Danish snow ITV ‘in 

£700m 


Re be cc a Siii iU ier s 
and David Sharrock 


Ai 


Mr MjJor and Mr Bruton 

I™**”. are expected to discuss the 

issues by tel^boneear]^ next 

week. *1 will put these pro- 
FINAL efibrt to posals to Mr Braton. We win 

A break the im- then loc^ for an early summit 
passe in the date. Z hope it won't be too 
Northern Ire- ]<Hig."MrM^orsaid. 
land peace pro- He insisted that tti^n^tO 

cess less than Sinn Fein to move on the cru- 
two weeks before President rfni issue of the decommis- 
Clinton's visit was under way sioning o£ IRA weapons if it 
last night when the Frhne wanted to be admitted to 



offer 


Minister said be had sent new round table talks. 


proposals to Dublin. 


He stressed the Govem- 


British sources indicated merit's refhsal to shift from 
that they would involve re- fills position to Ulster Unkm- 
working of the twin-track pro- ist leader, David TV imbi e, 
posal for an intexnatioaal during talks on llinrsday. 
conuniasion to oversee the de- Yesterday senior Govem- 
coxnmlssloning of terrorist ment sources underlined Mr 
weapons. At the same time stark ’warning tliat no . 

the Government -would en- one party could be allowed to i 
gage in preparatory discus- hold np progress. ! 


sions with the Norfiiein Ir^ 
land parties i?rtijcfa would lead 
to all-party talks. 


**We don’t thfeite Sum Fein 
should have a veto over file 
iwocess,** a spokesman said, | 



.TheiHxiposal&aretobesent claiming that the latest Brit- 
to the Irish premier. John ish proposals were exteemely 
^to^ over weekmd. reasonable and “the kind of 
But Irish govermnent sources proposals which everybody ' 
warned last night that it ou^t to be able to agree with, I 
would take a move away from and provide no excuse fbr 
Mr M^r's insistoice on a Shm Fein to ' continue to 
token handover of IRA maintain its roadblock”, 
weapons to get the process But the move already risks 
oneway again— a step the alientating the Dublin gov- 


A lezamdrauanxjby, 

a multUingua} British 
economist, rides with her 
betrothed. Prince Joachim 


of Denmark, fitrou^ a 
snowstorm in the streets of 
central Copenhageai on the 
eve of their wedding at Fre- 


densborg Castle church in 
EQlleroed,25iiule8tothe ' 
north. Ms Manley, who will 
become Princess of Den- 


mark, was bom in Hong 
Kong in June 1964. 

He is a captain with the 
Prince^ Ufe Reg^ent and a 


L a wrence Pooegan 
Mid Week Chaudhwy 

I TV Is on the verge of an 
audacious attempt to 
snatch live coverage of 
Premier League soccer from 
Sky television, sources in the 
Ci^ said last nig^t. 

It is believed that London- 
based Carlton Television is 
the driving three behind a 
£700 million bid ibr the rights 
to live coverage of En^and's 
top 20 teams when the Pre- 
mi^sfaip’s current contract 
wlfii Rupert Murdodi’s Sky 
TV runs out in 1997. 

IhOB was speculation that 
Mirror Group Television, 
owner of the recently 
launtdied cable channel Live 
TV, is part of the rrv bid. 

The ITV netwwk desper- 
ately needs to revive its 
sports output, which has been 
virtually stripped bare by Sky 
in recent years. If successful, 
its bid, ihr a five-year peiiod. 
wouUL see ll've to^lUght foot- 
ball return to terrestrial tele- 
viston at the start of fiie 1997- 
38 season after a five-year 
absence. 

Sky secured fiie riots' to 
the Pimniership in the face of 
strong competition from fiie 
TTV netw<»k in May 1992. 

Xt is the statiaa’s main 
weapon in a tou^ hatfie to 
attract subscribers, and to 
lose it would be a blow to Mr 
Murdoch's British (^leratkm. 
which is su&ring big losses 
to file new^aper price war. 

The presence of an altema- 
ti.va bidder for the rights puts 
the Premier League to a 
strong positkm when its con- 
tract wtfh Sky expires. Rick 
Pany, the league's chief exec- 
utive, recently indicated that 
be cacpected a big increase on 
the £320 which 

paid in 1992. 

The chairmen of the 72 
clubs outdde the tcv flight de- 
terred a decision on a evik-*? 

offer from the Foot- 
ball Association for their TV 
ri^ts after Mr Parry said he 
tninee with a ship- was prepared to give 20 

ping company to EbmgKmig. per cent of any deal agreed by 
Ri^xulppageS the Premier League. This 

PHOTOQRAPHtjBRRYLAMPBN wouM givo file lower dlvlsion 
cluh6£l40miUi(XL 


Prime Minister ruled out this 
week. 


emment -ertiich believes the 
new proposals will only sue- 


Mr Msjor has come under ceed if tbe pre-condition of a 
increasing pressure from token handover of IRA 
Dublin and the Clinton ad- weapons prior to all-party > 
ministration to break the talks is watered down. ' 

deadlock before the Presi- Dublin has also hardened 


Nigerian ruler launches drive to 
stem ‘baseless and foul criticism* 


desit’s visit, which aides say its view on the need for set- |n kp\7 

is at risk. The crisis over the ting a date tor the political JN III5> lll>l I ^IllUtS U 

US budget could be used as an talks. Mr Bruton proposed hanQina Of Ksn SarO-WlWa 
excuse to cancel the visit if no last week that all-party dia- * *52" r* vvivvea, 


significant breakthrough is logne should begin six weeks 
achieved in the next tew days, alto the totematianal body 
Meanrfiiile in tbe United 

tht> Sitin Fein presi- itaty weapons is established, 
dent. Gerry Adams, warned Sources to Dublin said yes- 
that if the peace process col- terday: 'Tt has to he more 
lap^ “the conflict could re- than Just an empty target 
occur”. date; it must be backed by 

The Sinn Fein president, words that strongly suggest 
Gerry Adams, who has met the talks win actually, b^to 
President Clinton’s national then.” 
security adviser, Anthony Mr Bruton was said last 
Lake, told Irish radio yMte» night to be eagmrly awaiting 
“As long as the British Mr Major's new proposals. 
Government refOses to come but there was an air of cau- 


General Abacha brushed off 
condemnation from abroad and 
teSST’ifiS'ifSi.SS began a defiant ‘Not In Our 
M Character’ clean-up campaign 

words that strongly suggest 

the talks win actually, begin ^ — Abacha said to polite ap- 

then.” ctirtsaaccreaittiAb>^a juyitga 

Mr Bruton was said last ence of military leaders, tra- 

night to be eagmrly awaiting te IIGERIA’S military ditional rulers and few 


to tbe negotiating table, then, 

of course, their strategy has 


IGERIA’S military ditional rulers and few 
leader, General Sanl r Bmnmteg farpigw dipiofnata 
Abacha, in his first "It is contradictoiEy and im- 
speech since the execu- aoceptifole that socalled dem- 


but there -was an air of cau- I M Abacha, in his first "It is contradictoiEy and im- 
tion to Dublin because cf main speech since the execu- aocqitable that soc^Ued 'dem- 
Dowzting Street’s repeated in- tlm ofKen Saro-Wiwa a week ocratic countries which urge 


the ability to totally destroy sistenoe this week that a start ago, dismissed tbe toterna- adherence to the rule at law 
this peace process. If we con- to decommissionii^ — the so- tfonal communitsr's outrage could turn annind and critt- 
ttoue not to tackle the causes called Washington Three test over the sham trial, saying cise the due Judicial process 


ofconfUcttheconflict'willre- — wasnotn^otlable. 


foreign pressure to dembeta- when those eeeused of groe- 


rect the erroneous perception 
of our country by the outside 
world. Regrettably, our . 

naHnn is currently farftig I 

some of the most misin- 
ftomed, baseless and foul crit- 
icism from the intematiODal 
community,'' he said. 

athniTiigfrwHftw Tiac 

been unjustly and persis- 
tently criticised and perse- 
cuted over human rights, 
freedom of expression and de- 
mocratisatum. It Is this that 
culminated in our iH-con- 
celved suspension from the 
Commonwealfii and the un- 
warranted clamour ibr sanc- 
tions against us.” 

7719 general then stuck out 
his hand and asked for 
Gen Abacha: Foundation money. Within the hour, 
ibr Peace and Brotberbood more than £1.5inillion bad 

been pledged to promote the 
ciary which decides his c ?se image clean-up establish 


Jf yom want 
to move 




K V 


occur. And 1 say that with A senior eaM: “We tise would not affect his plans some murders in Ogoniland a gafegf the harikg m unri nffi«- th e A?>acha Fr windatinin 
great regret and sadness and would fiiat the interna- to remain in power for an- were triad and oon'vkfied.” grant breaches of the law at On Thursday ni^t 



with a great sense of tear." ttonai oesnmission and the other three years. 

He said Mr Major was not party tate process between Appearing in what would 
up to the democratic test fiiem would be capable have been the parliament 
posed by the peace process. T transcending Washington building if the military had 


Gen Abacha gave a vigor- 1 fim land.” he said. 


Appearing in what would ous of the judicial 

&ve been the parliament system and dismisMd the 


On Thursday ni^t Gen 
Abacha was in the baDzoom , 


Gen Abadm launched the of a luxurious hotel at a din- 1 
‘Not In Our Character*’ cam- ner at which cabinet niinl» 


idea that Moshood Abiola, pa^ to dispel tbe notion ters told file Commonwealth 


tliink it is patently dear that Three. But if Washington not annulled electicms two widely held to have won the abroad that Nigeria has an in- togotohelL 

the British succeeded in mak- Three is stiD enshrined as an years ago. Gen Abacha presidential election annulled ordtote amount of cmrup- 'nie discovery of the Guard - 1 

big tbe peace process a hi^ absolute then it’s hard to see launched a campaign to im- two years ago and on trial for tion and drug trafficking, and ian’s correspondent upset , 

wire act. That high wire is what progress has been made prove his country's Image treason for declaring himself that military rule is a bad Gen Abacha’s security men. It I 


now stretched like elastic.” since the Chequers summit in atooad and a financial aj^eal president, is a political thing. The campaign 

Mr Major made it clear yes- September was called ofil" the Sani Abacha Fou^- prisoner. pnaapted by a documeni 

terday that he wants to see an Nevertheless, tbe official tion to promote Peace, Unity ‘Tt is a mark of our open- on United State televk 

early date for a fresh An^ said there 'was a r^ po^bil- andtheBrotheiboodofMan. ness and file respect of the exposing the extent of offi 
Irish summit It was due to itif that . a prime ministerial “Ken Saro-Wiwa is being rule of law that we can claim gr^ — was jdenned bei 

take place to S^>t^bef but summit could be called next hailed as a bero. as a prcHle- contrary to the Common- Saro-^wa’s hanging broi 

was cancelled afte Sinn Fein wedc. leaving time to mocracy activist and an envi- 

warned the frish Government get a package agr^ bdore ronmental campaigner; 


thing. The campaign — was a iwlvate fbnetion, fiuy 
prozflipted by a documentary said. But surely the dinner 
on United State television was intended to promote Ni- 
exposing the extent of officii ge^’s image . abroad? The | 
gF^ — was ptunTifid befim point appeared to calm the se- ; 


wealth opinim that there is 
DO political prisoner in Nige- 


that the “twin-track” ap- President CUnton's visit to whereas it is no s^ret that ria. Btei in toe much pnbli- Abacha conceded the launch 


Saro-^wa’s hanging brou^t cuzlly men, but not for long 
Nigeria's suspension from file enough to gain an an Inter- 
Commonwealth. But Gen view with tbe generaL 


proaefa favoured 1^ the Brtt- 
ish and Irish Governments 
was not acceptable. 


Noitoem Ireland. 


KMnepvleliinaafakpeg«6 sabotage at his behest,' 


60 per cent of oil spiUi^es in cdsed ease of Chief Abtola the 
Ogoniland are attributable to truth is that he is being held 


was timely. 

“The book and the docu- 


A wBon gtahierl, pego Aj 
Martin Wooflacott, Outlook 
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2 CHBONICLE/FOCUS ON INDONESIA 

People restless as 
regime grows old 


T ake tlie comments of In- 
donesian generate at 
value and the world’s f ou rth 
most poputeus countty is still 
trapped in the cold war. 
Majcff-General Yusuf Kaitan- 
egara announced this week 
command In central Java 
had detained 300 subversives 
usli% tactics cf the banned 
communist par^. 

For weeks bdbre, the mili- 
tary had raised the spectre 
communist resurgence pro- 
moted, they said, by mysteri- 
ous “formless organisations'’ 
which infiltrate pressure 
pnups, exploiting the ideal- 
ism of youtii to attack the 
state. 

The army has loi% used the 
menace of communism to 
rally the public around the 
government and perhaps has 
more reason now than for 
some time. A regime bom 30 
years ago amid the slaughter 
of several hundred thousand 
supposed communists is mov- 
ing into an era transition. 
Age alone dictates that at 7A 
President Suharto has 
reached the twilight of his 
long career. As a result the 
succession is becoming some- 
thing of a public obsession in 
a country with no precedent 
for the- peaceful transfer of 
power. 

Vnthout posters or isuifere, 
Indonesia's politicians and 
community leaders are gear- 
ing up for a parliamentary 
Section in mid-1997. The new 
house, more crucially, will 
elect the president the 
following year. 

Mr Suharto approached the 
last presidential poll hinting 
that wifo Qve five-year tamis 
in of pn e under his belt he was 
ready to step aside. Now tiie 
signals suggest he is deter- 
mined to run for a seventh 
term. 

Applying the reverse 1(^ 
of the past some take this to 
mean the wily president may 
step down if Ihe circum- 
stances are right •— if a sue- ' 
cessor he could trust were in , 
place and the vast business 
empire built by his femily 


be protected. Some In- 
donesians believe he is lare- 
parlng his tiaug fater Tutut for 
the vice-presidency, perhaps 
more. 

But the prevailing convic- 
tion (hat he would sooner die , 
with his boots on is fostering I 
a critical view of the presi- 
dent aTnnng a more prosper- 
ous and better-educated popu- 
lation anxious for stability | 
but restless with what one ; 
Indonesian writer calls Mr 
Suharto's “egocracy". 

However persuasive the 
armed forces' warnings 
remain in the villages, reac- 
tion in the capital is derisive. 
‘Tfs stupid: to the average , 
it doesn’t make | 
sense," snorted one Jakarta 
.'business consultant. 'Tfs a I 
' sign cf panic." I 

I To add to the goieral uncer- 1 
tainty, military bosses seem 
' to be sounding off about com- 
I munist revival less firom a i 
' concern with the bard 
I t>»a" with a hard Muslim 
rl^t Gen Yusufs suhver- 
I Gives apparently liu^ “weak- 
i wiincted Muslh^" witii plaiu 
for. setting up an Islamic | 
state. I 

“The state senses its hold I 
on things is weakening." eon- 1 
eluded a Western diplomat in 
Jakarta. “Pec^ are a bit fed 
up. There is less respect for 
government leaders and more 
respert for figures who cfaal- 
its autiteflty.'’ 
Govmnment pressure has 
felled to cbedE the spreading 
influence of an independwit 
trade union. Its leader, Mocb- ' 
tar Pakpshan, who was jailed 
for ineSng riots in Ihe city ! 
Medan last year, was released ' 
when the appeals court over- , 
turned the sentence. 

Brazen attempts to manipo- 
late the selection of a new 
leader for the small Demo- 
cratic Party (PDI) felled to 
stop (he naming of Megaw a ti 
Sukarnoputri, dau^ter of In- 
donesia's charismatic first 
presid«^ ousted by Mr Su- 
harto in the late 1960s. 

Her political debut has rat- 
tled government nerves, Indo- 


nesian observers say. Ms 
Megawati, aged 49, has little 
political exp^ence, but what 
ste lacks in sutetance is 
nune tiian made up for by the 
magie of the Sukarno name. 
Some PDI branches are put- 
ting her forward as the first 
ever chall enger to President 
Suharto. 

The spellbinding notion of a 
Suharto-Sukarno electoral 
feoe-off will almost certainly 
never happen. “They will 
break her," one Indonesian 
commentator shn^ged. But 
the feet life Megawati has 
come this fer is another 
“the state doesn’t get its way 
as it used to,’’-a Jakarta-based 
diplomat remarked. “The em- 
pire is trying to strike back 
but is not fitting very effec- 
tively. It’s reacting to events 
in an unco-ordinat^ way." 

At a time when Indcmesians 
are testing what tiiey can get 
away witii. one prominent 
community leader openly 
speculates that military lead- 
ers will not accept Mr Su- 
harto taking another term. 
Unhappy with the armed 
forces’ waning political influ- 
ence and the waxing power of 
Muslim groups promoted by 
the presidteit as an alterna- 
tive power base, they will 
foroe Mr Suharto firom cffice 
if he does not retire by 1998. 
he suggests. 

Pew observers agree. Mr 
Suharto’s cloee personal secu- 
rity and rapid shifts of mili- 
tary appointments E^E^ear to 
leave little scope for coup 
plotting, eqtecially since as a 
result the upp«r echelons of 
the armed forces are filled 
with ap|X)intees beholden to 
the pr^idenL 

But weaker government 
control also encoui^es a 
view voiced by one diplomat 
that ‘The p^tical scene over 
the next couple of years is set 
to become more unpredict- 
able.’’ Indanesiau analysts go 
further. If President Stiharto 
continues in cffice after 1998, 
one respected ccmsultant ine- 
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E Timor issue 
dogs Suharto 


Occupation protest . . . An Bast Timorese looks out firom the US embassy oomponud in 


-diets, tnd o ne ffi a will face po Jakarta, where he and 28 fellow studwris have spent a we<4c de m andi ng self-rule for East 


litical tormoiL 


'nmor and the release of their jailed leader 


PHOTDteWPH: CRMG FUJI 


A SMALL band of 21 East 
Timorese sealing the 
fence of the Japanese em- 
bassy in Jakarta during the 
early mo»'ning rush hour this 
week to seek asylum abroad 
has once again embarrassed 
Indonesia's leaders. Their 
protest caught Japanese 
media attention days before 
President Suharto left for a 
a iimmi t of Asia-Paclfic lead- 
ers in Osaka. 

Twenty years after Indone- 
sia’s bk^y invasion, the foi> 
mer PorCi^uese colony witii a 
population of Just 900,000 has 
become a troublesome politi- 
cal albatross round President 
Suharto’s neck — and just at 
the point when he most 
craves recognition as Asia's 
kmgest-servlng head cf state. 
Gestures of danawra such as 
fhofie help ram home the ver- 
dict delivered a Timorese 
former supporter of Indone- 
sian rule earlite; tiiis year 
that “integration has fiuled’’. 

The Japanese embassy 
break-in, one of four in a 
monfli. follows a rash of vio- 
lent protests and riots scat- 
tered across the province this 

year, sparked in one Instance 
by as little as a low-ranking 
offidlal’s rash religious insult. 

hi this atmosphere of crack- 
ling tension, mflitiuy autiiori- 
ties in the province may be 
congratulating themselves 
that the November 12 anni- 
versary of the 1991 massacre 
when soldiers gunned down 
civilian demonstrators in a 
cemeteiy in East Timor’s cap- 
ital pased off uneventfully. 

ftaim, however, was a 
result of saturation security. 

A wave of arrests ptilling in 
more tfian 200 youths will 
have helped douse any would- 
be protest — more thin 50 are 
still detained. Other security 
measures ahead of the azmi- 
versary included blocking 
entry to foreigners and eject- 
ing those who somehow 
slipped throu^ the net 
Stt^ measures only under- 
line the feilure a£ the past 20 
years that have infUsed a new 
generation with burning 
resentment of Indonesian 
rule. Large numbers of 


youths have fled Dili •tnd 
other towns into remote rural 
areas and nefehbouring prov- 
inces to escape arrest. 

"They can’t sustain a secu- 
rity clampdown for ever," ob- 
served one Jakarta-based dip- 
lomat “Unless government 

can create a new model for 
the province that addresses 
problems more sensitively 
the situation will get worse. 
But Jakarta appe.'irs bereft of 
ideas or initiatives that might 
break the cycle of violence 
and repression.’' 

Mr Suharto curtly rejected 
any special status for the prov- 
ince at the end of 1991. disap- 
pointing prointegration East 
Timorese. Talks with Portu- 
gal under United Nations aus- 
pices have made no headway. 
Government-backed talks be- 
tween Timorese pro- and anti- 
integratioaists yielded signs 
of a ^ummlness that diplo- 
mats s^ shocked Indonesian 
authorities. 

“Diplomacy is not that im- 
portant." an Indonesian aca- 
demic with links to the armed 
forces says dlsmissively. “We 
^ thmngh the motions with 
the UN every six months. It’s 
just a' shadow play. Essen- 
tially this is a war of diplo 
matic attrition between the 
resistance and the Indonesian 
government" 

The feet that Indonesia may 
be losing it has xwt provided 
any impetus to produce a new 
formula ^ the province. In- 
terest in East Timor among 
Indonesia’s powerful Muslim 
institutions has added an- 
other complex dimension. 

Leaders of neighbouring 
provinces resent the far 
higher levels of development 
spending Jakarta accords 
East Timor. And anger over 
recent remarks about a 
special Catholic status for the 
provinee attributed to Dili’s 
Bishop Carlos Bello shows 
East Timor emerging as an 
issue On which Muslim 
groups can burnish their na- 
tionalist credentials. As a 
result, diplomats say, debate 
on East Timor's future looks 
like beit« swallowed up by 
political manoeuvring. 


The weather in Europe 


Television and radio — Saturday 


Television and radio — Sunday 
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Ewopean weather outlook 


The snrsniB Bouttveast dp of Sweden and south- 
ern Finiend will be cold and cloudy with snow flu^ 
nes, and snow shonverS' will also sfled much of 
Denmark and westarn Norway. Elsewhere it 
should be dry and frosty. Max temp ranging from 
Ft degree in southern Denmark to -IOC In the tar 
north. 
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Waalhar. 90M Oad^ Aniqr. VjBS Jhn 
Qavldacn^ Oeneiwlon Game. SUOO Noera 
Hcnai Party- B.30 The NaBonal Lowry 
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Spare Wmtfwr. lObCO Feamal Or 
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— TteltoKlToWeiiiblB>F. IJWnwSInd 
Up Show. IJtO nife A Rotmaioml Gun. 
B.10 WeaSiw. a.15 Ctaae. 
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To Weric In The Fields. 11M ChanWva. 
11M VUes Byia. 1l-eo Network EaM. 
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Wim Barry Nornan. 1M FBto Saiinlw 
UaUnBR Tbe Gaaenl Haws. S.10 Wb 
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BM Craapy CrawSaa. TM The Rehm 01 
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Britain. 7M The Wind In The MWowa. 
AID BHw Patar. BM MM And Angto. 
8M Dr Who BM Hat CMb. AM Beat 
01 Kibay. IBM Tha Baat Ot Anne Ana 
Mdc. 11.1S The Lord Miyw^ Show. 
IBM PeO Wh, Rrfam. 1M rwiaiiiilnii 
BM M« And Aneeta. BM Coura 
Dualadi. AM Or Vlho. 4.1B Blp »eM. 
4M Pea Win Prteea. BM Prime 
Weadior. SM CaeUra. BM BBC World 
News. BM How Ta Be A LMM S*d. ■ 
SkM It Uudv. 7M Now-a House Party. 
BM CrauMly. BM FTkiw WaMtier. SM 
LBaiWMi *.18 Faellwal nemawtmim.e. 
10L45 Top 01 The Pops. 1145 The Vouno 
Onea. 114S Latnr WWi Joola Holinnd. 
1S4S TTw BiB'ttiintoa. 1M rinnne 
SJ05 Pak Win Prizaa. S4S Tlw Bwt Of 
K»ov BM Beat Ot Anne And Mdc. BM 
ThsBemaPebWeMfli. 


• Bwtaot 

AOOeui Newa. BM The Late Show. 7M 
I Wadi met. 7M E verym an SM 
Haadlinra. &09 Monerahy. SM Nawa. 
•SB -nw TVavel Show. lOM -totihiaa 
1005 Hereon iiMNawn iim 
B ritain m View. IBM Ha adBnaa . iSM 
TV AMea. 1M News. 1M World Nawa 
Waak. SM Nawa. SM Film ‘91 SM 
Haadlkiaa. BM Aaakliinwnt 4M Naira. 
4ABTinie0ub One Fool In The Pml 
BM Nawa. SM ThM Out The CMlm 
Show BM WorW News. OSO News 
Week. 7M Nawa. 7M Iha Lata Show. 
BM HaadBies. BM HorOoa 9M 

News. BM TVne OuG Top Gear lOM 
Neww 10M BuabMaa rtn vlew. iijm 
N ews. 11M SusinaBS n avlaw iSM 
News ISM India B usf n ea a Pepori 1M 
NwHW 1M World Duainmo Ravlew. SM 
Wortl Ndwe. SM India BustaaeB RspoR. 
SM News SM Wbrid BMiaea navlaw. 
4y0e Hewn AJS Floytfla Amertan Pta. 
■M World NaM.SMBritam In View. ' 
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7d0ewn NoM BriaSns. 7.10 FbirWib 
T bdoy. 7M P iay w tar to Day. TM 
WeeSw. SM ftday. SM UVealiw. 
IflyOO Naws. 10M Sport en 4. 10M 
Brawkanwy. IIMNeHerLeoaeSAda 
ISM NewR Tho Weak n WaatnuHtar. 
ISM aireteBA Mdhey Baa 1M 
rm Sony I Hsuent a Ckia 1M Waattier 
SM News. 8.10 Any QuanonSf SM 
Shfppfeig Bara ea aL BM Naws; Any 
AmwarsT BM Safeedoy Playhouse. Prom 
Donegal wtth Law. bm News ThafS 
Htanry. SMSoenoaNaw eMnWohd. 


A edd and breezy day In most plsees with scat- 
tered sleet and snow showers, the showers most 
frequent near North Sea coasts and also over me 
Alps. Max temp 0 to *iC. 

BrsPB As 

Eastern Franca is going (o have one or two wintry 
showsfs but apart from that most oi the country 
will be bnght and cold with sunny spells. Msx temp 
ranging from 50 In the east to 12C in the south- 
west 

Swain wwd WettWBBte 

Southern Portugal and southern Spain are going to 
have a mainly ory ana bright day with some warm 
sunshine, but ewitral and northern parts o1 Spain 
and Portugal will be very unsettleo with outbreaks 
of heavy rain. Max temp 16-22C IrOm north to 
south. 


Eastern parts of Italy win be cool with a mix ol 
sunny spells and shovrers, but tha north and west 
wlH be larg^ line and birght witfi some sunshine. 
Max temp T2-16C. 

ItoBB BB : 

The fine weather should hang on a lltBa while 
longer with some good spells of warm sunshine in. 
most regions today, although a return to cool 
unsettled weather is expected early next week. 
Max temp T6-20C. 
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World BuataM* tovtaw. 1A1B Bnum 
Todpy. 10M MwMaiL 11M tow ad aWr. 
11M Play e( to Woolc Lwa Supper. 

IBM Jazz Now Bid Thea iSM Sevan 
Dm 1M Itewadoak. 1M Tha Lewniro 
Wbriil 1M amain Today. SM WorU 
Nawn. S.10 Pw Ftevlew. AieSaumbirB. 
AM nvm Ow Own CorraapondanL SM 
Wrka Ob. AM H iwday. BM Tha Ed 
Stawwt Stow. «M Wttid towa. 4.19 
Sparta Roundup. 4M Fourta EatBla. 448 
Sdenea View. 490 VWmgiride. BM 
NoMdeak. BM Short Story. B4B Tha 
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7M> Tarzen Aixl Tha Trappara. ALSO 
Uttio Nemo: Advenluras In Slinttortand. 
10M Sirga The Lion. 11M SoiiMtody 
Lowaa Ue. 1.19 Roolda 01 Tha Yacr. 
AM Pure Coontor. SM Curw Of The 
OrystsI Eye. 7JW For Tha Leva 01 
AararL AM Roofde Of Tha Vaar. IIMI 
Arcade. ISM Mr Saturday MgbL AM 
RSdU And Pata. 4.1S Malawan. 

Sky Mevtas 


TM Showcaaa. BM Silver Skeak. 11M 
The Peaaldon Advamaw. 1M Voy^ To 
The Betom 01 The Baa. BM Return To 
Payton FtaoA BM How The Waal Wea 
Fwk TM Wwgamas. 9M Addame 
nmSy VWuea. 11M Body Bwb. 1AM 
WHd OreMd A AAB GMdng Gold. AM 
Payday. BM How The Vltoai Wto Am. 


Sky MeiiieB GoM 


AM Laaala Cmna Homo. TM Modaaty 
Blalae. AM Tha ParaEax View. 11M 
Young Rankonatain. lABS Ramtolll. 
SM Tha TanatiL 4M CIqm. 
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TM GoV — Live. BM RBskig Haws. AM 
Gal USA. 11M Bwdng. 1M Spoiia 
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BBC World Sanica can to racahed to 
Erotond on MW 9« kHc i46toi) and to 
Watofn Euepe on LW ia letz nsiarv 
TMawi H awaday . 7M Ftotoh Eatolt. 748 
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World. IM VidaelaahienI 1M Talkln 
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World (ho 6elf OtoMlar. 4M Iron Han 
— Iran Woman Series. BM Nutcradcar 
On toe. BM ITN World News. BM Air 
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DaMlna IntamatlonaL BM Nam 1AM 
Jay Lam. 11M NBC Super Sparta. 
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BM NBC News . 
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IIM Nawi 114S Bualnaoa Report 
1AM Wbrtd New IBM Tha Mormy 
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ted CauH. 948 Waatoar. 1040 tow 
laio Sunday Papers, 1M6 l49ar Iran 

Amartea. IOM Tha Aiehn. IIM The 
Cenotaph Seivto 1A4B UaBhaiMava 
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US hopeg to have peace deal signed on Monday 

Tucyman hints at 
exchange of land 


>9S!l 


Jidtan Borgar in Zagreb 

endJotMthwiFreedland 

InWasliInBtiMi 


Cbinnp.-. ..A Rnasfan army sergeant instructs a recrnit in the correct way to obey the 'eyesrisfat* command. Tha Doma has softened some service 
conditions, altfaoii^ the biU still has to be signed by President Boris Yeltsin who remains In hospital PHorosRAnt anatoly kab9 


G ROATIA’S president, 
Franjb Tudjman, 
said yesterday that 
Croatia mj^t cede 
port Hi hs Adriatic coastline 
in a territoi^ ezdtange deal 
in provide the Bosnian Swbs 
wi& access to the sea, and- 
help accelerate a Bosnian 
peace settlemeDl 
Jn a televised address to the 
natim which reinforoed optlr 
tiiat a peace settiement 
coold be sealed this we^end,- 
President Tudintan also an- 
nounced that Croatia and Ser^ 
bia were ready to nramaUse 
relations. He said a matual 
recognition agreement had 
been prepared at talKs in Day- 
ton, Ohio, awaiting signature 
once a Bosnian peace deal 
had been finalised and sanc- 
tions on Serbia, lifted. 

The president used the 
Q>eech to prepare Croatlans 
for a possible land swap 
which until yesterday bad 
beai a-taboo subject He said 
-there had been discussians in 
Dayton on the possible ex- 
change of Prevlaka patinsula 
at tile southeastern tip of 
Croatia's coastline for the 
hoig around Dubrovnik, a 
historic . but frequently 
shelled port on tiie same 
stretch of coastlineL 
Croatian forcw have carved 


out a small buiEbr zone inside 
Bosnia to protect Dubrovnik 
&bm Serb bombardment 
which was scaring oCTtbuxIst 
revenue, and have often-| 
threatened to drive deeper 
into Serb-held territt^. A 
territorial exchange giving 
the Serbs a port at Prevlaka 
would make a firesh oShnsive 
unnecessary. 

In his Qieeeh Mr Todjoum 


insisted that Croatia was 
ready to cooperate with tin 
United nations war crimes 
tribunal, in apparent res* 
pon» to a storm of interna- 
tional criticism of, Us deci- 
sion earlier this week to 
promote a Bosnian Croat offi- 
cer who had just been in- 
dicted for war crimes against 
Muslim civilians. 

Mr Tudjman did not say 
whether Croatiim cooptm- 
tion would extend to handing 
oversuqpects. 

' Meanwhile, US offtcials 
said, that tiie Dayton peace 
talks had readied a defining 
moment amid suggestions 
that president BUI CUuton 
might attend a s^ning c«:e- 
-mcmy there this Monday. The 
US defence secretary, WUIiam 
Perry, and the secretary of 
state. Warren Christopher, 
arrn^ in Dayton yesterday, 
where the three warring sides 
have staged an i6-day negoti- 
ating marathon. 

At tiie White Bouse hopes 
were rising tiiat Mr Clinton 
I could soon preside over the 


ending of the most bloody 
European conflict since ld4S. 

That many problems still 
lie ahead was temonstrated 
by a fresh row which erupted 
yesterday between the US and 
its Nato allies. French de- 
fence sources lashed out at US 
sympathy for Bosnian de- 
man^ for a post-war lifting of 
the arms embargo, claiming 

that “mllttary parity" be- 
tween Muslims and Serbs 
would lead to a bloodbath. A 
senior defence official in 
Paris said hewing up Muslim 
strength “looks like a ready- 
made formula for disaster". 

Recalling a similar US- 
French disagreement over So- 
malia in 1993, Paris wants the 
Nato force to disarm both 
sid^ rather than rearming 
one to reach equality. 

Frendi officials are also 
urging Mr Clinton to drop his 
enrrimitmBWt — designed tO 
moUi& congressional opposi- 
tion to any US deployment — 
to withdraw American troops 
from the 60,000-strong multi- 
national peace implementa- 
tion force after a year. 

Administration officials 
were at pains yesterday to 
emphasise that things could 
still go wrong. The White 
House appealed to the Repub- 
Uc^-controUed House of Rep- 
resentatives not to vote on a 
bill tiiat would deny cash for 
a US Bosnia mission — argu- 
ing that it could derail peace 
at the last minute. 


SPD fudges but returns home cheered | Aid agencies fear Croatia 

plans forced repatriation 


Ian Traynor in Bonn sums up Germany's new opposition 
leader: fun, mercurial, astute and liable to surprise Dr Kohl 


P LEDGING Germany's 
Social Democratic oppo- 
sition to be a “leftwfog 
party" and affirming his paci- 
fist stance on German foreign 
policy, Oskar Lafontaine, the 
new opposition leader, yester- 
day smt his followers home 
from a four-day congress in 
much lighter spirits than 
when they arrived. 

But, after his dramatic elec- 
tion as party leader in Mann- 
heim, It is for from clear 
whether the gifted Saarland 
orator will be able to trans- 
late his appeal to the gra^ 
roots into the broader public 
support he will need to unseat 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
oentre-right coalition. 

Now aged S3, Mr Lafontaine 
foiled miserably in that at- 


tempt in 1990 when he mis- 
judged the public mood by op- 
posing German unitj’ and 
scored only 33. S per cent 
against Dr Kohl, the worst 
Social Democrat performance 
in more than 30 years. 

The maruier in which Mr 
Lafontaine has now been 
elected party leader — utterly 
unexpectedly, declaring his 
candidacy less than an hour 
before winning a landslide 
victory — seems a strange 
way for Germany’s biggest 
political part)' to run itself, 
smacking more of despera- 
tion than confidence. . 

Mr Lafontaine is certain to 
make life less comfortable for 
Chanoellor RohL Where his 
hapless predecessor. Rudolf 
Scharping. was tluU. predict- 


able and unimaginative, the 
Saarland prime minister is 
fun. mercurial, tactically as- 
tute. combative and liable to 
spring surprises. 

But after months of squab- 
bling. introspection, and 
nosediving in the opinion 
polls, the SPD needs a clear 
political profile, a closing of 
ranks and an aggressive 
court-the-publie cam pai en. 

On the first issue of sub- 
stance as the congress dosed, 
the party went for fudge 
rather thm clarity. The issue 
was the German military and 
.its future role, specifically Us 
part in the putative Nato 
peace mission in Bosnia. . 

True to bis pacifist leaxt 
ings. Mr Lafontaine came out 
against any "combat mis- 


sions" for the German army, 
an issue that he used during 
the congress to outwit and ha- 
mate Mr Schatping. 

llie party rated to oppose 
German military participa- 
tion in Nato "out-of-area" op- 
erations. But then it was an- 
nounced that SPD MPs would 
be allowed a free vote on tiie 
government plan to contrib- 
ute 4,000 troops and Tornado 
filter aircraft to the Nato 
mission. 

Struggling to exjdain the 
contradiction, Karsten Voigt, 
the SPD foreign policy 
spokesman, sdd: '^The l^una- 
does issue is really a techni- 
cal special case.” 

There may be many more 
“special cases” as the Idt- 
leanlng Mr Lafontaine seeks 
to brid^ or mask the gap be- 
tween the centrist groupi^ 
personffied by Mr Scharping 
who backs the Bosnia mis- 
sion. and the rlgbtwlng repre- 


sented by Gerhardt Schroe- 
der. prime minister of Lower 
Saxi!^. 

Mr Schroeder is the nearest 
thii^ the SPD has to Tony 
Blair ambitious, modernis- 
ing. less wdforist, inscrutable 
in his ideological commit- 
ment if he has any at alL He is 
unloved in the party, bat pop- 
ular wltii the public and gen- 
erally viewed as the paj^s 
best chance to end the Ch]^ 
tian Democrats' 16 years in 
power by the nesst etection in 
1996. 

But the apparent leftward 
swing signalled by Mr Lalon 
taine's arrival could margina- 


Julian Borger hi Zagreb 


.ROATIA has used para- 
military police, artil* 
’lery and rocket launrii- 
ers to seal off a squalid 
refugee camp-housing 20,000 
Bosnian Muslims, in what aid 
workers fov are Qie first 
steps ki a campaign of forced 
repatriation. 

Humanitarian relief agen- 
cies yesterday issued a joint 


appeal to the Croatian gov- 
lise Mr Schroeder and tiiwai[t I emment to lift its blockade 
his ambitions to diallenge fm: | around the camp at Enpl- 
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We are changing 

all 

but the essentials. 


the chancellorship in three 
yeare' time. Mr Lafontaine 
will be steering towards a 
grudge match, aiming to 
avenge himself against ' Dr 
Kdbl because of the drubbing 
he suffered in 1990. 


Final insults fly 
as Poland’s 
presidential 
race closes 


Hatthnv BizezimU 


We are changing everything! The layout, the type- 
fece, the structure and sections of the paper will 
all change. Only the essentials icrhain unchanged: 
dear information, consistent views and free edito- 
rial style. Discover the new Journal de Geneve. 


JOURNAL DE GENEVE 

- et Gazette de Lausanne — - 

Nothing replaces the written word. 


P OLES were treated to 
their last day of mnd- 
sUnglng yeeterday. as the 
oountry’a presideniia] race 
officially endi^ 

With polls showing Presi- 
dent Lech Walesa and the 
reformed communist Alefc- 
sander Kwasniewski neck 
and neck going into Son- 
day’s voting, both candi- 
dates hurled final accusa- 
tions at each otiier. 

Poles have been ilveted 
as the rivals have dropped 
all pretence of civUlty. Mr 
Walesa scored early vic- 
tories with revdations that 
Mr Kwasniewski, leader of 
the ruling Democratic l.eft 
Alliance, lied to parliament 
when be foiled to disclose 
31,000 shares bis wife 
owned in an insurance 
company, founded by for- 
mer communists, wbidta is 
embroiled In a Mr 

Kwasniewski was then- 
accused of a cover-np when 
be asked his party f»l- 
league, the prosecn tor-gen- 
eral Jerxy Jaskiemia, to 
rule on the omission. 

But tiie president was 
soon dodging allegations 
tbat-he did not pay tax on 
$1 million (£640,000) 

Warner Brothers paid for 
film rights to his life. He 
claimed tt was a donation, 
and was tax exempt 
On Thursday, tt was 
again Mr Kwasniewski’s 
turn, when It was reported 
that he was not a university 
graduate, as he had stated. 
One of bis campaign man- 
agers, the MP Jerzy 
Dztewolski. was accused of 
using his former post as 
head* of security at Warsaw 
airport to help two Poles 
wanted for fimod flee the 
country with tens xnU- 
liODS of pounds, Mr 
Dzlewulsfcl denied this, hut 
was hard pressed to explain 
why he drives the Corvette 
sports car that belonged to 
one of the ftigttives. 

The hostilities have 
marred two televised de* 

bates this we^ In the first. 

Mr Walesa called his oppo- 
nent a boor and a scoun- 
drel. On Wednesday, he 
showed more restraint but 
accused Mr Kwasniewski of 
*tnie Bolshevik sincerity**. 


jensko, SO miles south of Za- 
greb, where conditions were 
described as "the wwst in for- 
mer Yugoslavia”. 

Special poUoe — used ear- 
lier this year as shock troops 
^ the Croatian army — set 
Up a series of checkpoints tiiis 
week around the sprawling 
camp, breaking the camp into 
sactioDs, hlncktog tiie deUv- 
^ of fUeL and turning away 
joumalists. 

Ron Redmond, a spokesman 
for the United Nations High 
(fommissiODer for RefUgm 
(UNHCR) in Geneva, de- 
scribed siege-like conditions 
at Kapljen^. ‘'There is now 
the presence cf small artillery 
and rocket launchers In tiie 
surrounding htna. *itiere bag 
been a doubling of observa* 
tion posts and tiie digging 
ttencdies all around the camp.” 

The UNHCR said that ten- 
sion in tiie camp has risen 
dramatically following a deal 
struck on Wednesday be- 
tween the Bosnian and Cro- 
atian govern m ents for the 


refiigeee. who had been fol- 
lowers of a Mudiin renegade 
leader. Fikret Abdic. They 
fled tnto Croatia in August 
when Mr Abdic's stronghold 
at Velika Kladusa was over- 
run by government forces. 

Under that agreement the 
refugees will be returned to 
Velfoa iriariiitta a town in 
north-western Bosnia, once a 
joint Croatian-Bosnian police 
force is established with help 
fromTuridalb peacekeepers. 

"The agreement has no {hto- 
vision for any choice to be 
given to the reftigees. It as- 


'People are living 
in th6 back of cars 
and in huts made 
out of com staiks' 


sumes everyone will go 
back.” said Gonaalo Vargas 
Uosa, a UNHCR o^ial is Za- 
greb, He said that about 800 of 
the refligoos had returned to 
Bosnia yoluntarily over the 
past fortnigbt; as part of a 
uN-assisteasriteme. 

However, many male refu- 
gees fear conscription in an 
army ^lich until recently 
they had been Suiting. After 
an outbraak of gang-fighting 
at Kupljensko, tiie Croatian 
police arrested more flvin 30 
men and handed foem over to 
the Bosnian authorities who 
immediately drafted them. 

One at the men is reported 
to have' been killed and ae- 


Catalan leader 
steps up fight 


cording to James Derieg, a 
spokesman for the Medecins 
feanie Prontieres relief agency, 
about half the remainder de- 
sert^ and made their way 
back to the camp. 

Since tiie camp was estab- 
lished on August 7. the Cro- 
atian authorities have been 
adamant that the Muslim 
trfugees would not be allowed 
to settle In an area which had 
just been captured from its 
traditional Serb inhabilants. 
Tte police have consistently 
ham^red the delivery of hu- 
manitarian aid. worsening 
the appalling conditions. 

Amanda Williamson, a 
spokeswoman for the interna- 
tional Red Cross, described 
the camp as the worst she bad 
seen in former Yugoslavia. 

"People are living in the 
back of cars and in trailers, 
and in huts made out of com 
leaves and stalks." Ms Wil- 
Uamsoo said. "For sanitation, 
they are going up into the 
hills, but with the rain and 
the mud. the sewage is rolling 
back into the camp, and there 
are children playing in the 
sewage.” 

Nearly 90 per cent of the 
camp’s 4,500 children under 
tiie age oTl4 have fallen ill in 
the month. The squalor 
is being compounded by the 
onset of winter and the block- 
ade on firewood deliveries. 

In their appeal yraterday, 
the aid agencies urged the 
Croatian authorities to allow 
unhampered humanitarian 
access to the camp and to 
Bcisq) any plans for forced 
repatriation. 


News in brief 


Adale C po c h In lladrid 


P OROI PUJOL stepped up 
his campaign for re-ele^ 
tion as Catalan regional 
preaidwit by distribuUi^ 12 
tons of apples witii his foce 
emblaxoned on the wrap- 
pings, It was typical of a man 
who, after IS years in power, 
is determined to remain not 
only king of Catalonia, but 

olcft Irlrigmflk ar nf R p^ifi 

Tbe main issue in Sunday's 
election for the i3S-seat 
regtonal assonbly is tritefber 
Mr Pujol* the sprightly 65- 
yearold bead of a two-party 
nationalist coalition, will 
retain his absolute majority 
and position as supreme 
powerbroker at national lewd. 

ihe poll has turned into a 
test of ' Socialist decline and 
potential growth by the Popu- 
lar Party, the main conserva- 
tive opposition, in an area 
tradittoDally hostile to the 
right. 

It will almost certainly be 
the final Indicator before a 
general election next spring, 
Ukriy to be vnm witiiwt a ma- 
jori^ by the Fotmlar Party. 
But the conclusions must be 
tempered because Catalonia*s 
Irmnigrants from other parts 
of ^latn. about 40 per emit of 
Its populatlm, do not nor- 
mally vote in r^onal polls. 

Mr PujoTs tens consider 
him an elder statesman, wav- 
ing the nationalist flag but 
nevtt seriously tiireatening 
state unity. Detectors accuse 
him of many of the crimes 
levelled at Felipe Goiodles, 
the prime minister — tdlerat 


tog corruption, dinghy to 
power and over-spending. 

But the Catalan eledtorate 
does not look lik^ to penal- 
ise him Ifor keeping Mr Gon- 
zdlez in ^ce since he lost his 
majority in 1993. They enjoy 
aeeir^ a Catalan «niwg the 
shots in Madrid. 

When it seemed the scan- 
dals migulflng the Socialists 
might rfamapB hie owu credi- 
bility, Mr Pujol forced Mr 
Gonzalex to ^ be would 
bring tte election forward by 
more tim a year to March 
1997, but did not push him out 
ofoffioei 

To' re ain a majority, Mr 
Pujol's vtmvergencia i Uni6 
coalition most keep the 70 
seats it ^ran in 1992. The polls 
suggest -wfli be a close run. 
with betiveen 66 and 70 seats. 

The riataian SocUdlsts are 
set to spffer heavy losses — 
about 11 of ibeir 40 seats — 


decline..l while tiie Popular 
Party bonld. become the 
regiau’al tiiird political force, 
doubling support from seven 
tolSsera. 

Mr PigoH's reasonably mod- 
erate nationalism appears to 
have kept the more extreme 
Bsquaura Rapublicana at bay 
— hold^ steady with 11 
seats while the Catalan 
branch of the former commu- 
nist Unjted Left may climb 
from aeven to 12 or 13. 

If left short of a majority 
and forced to team up urifo 
^iriists, Mr Ppjol could 
cum into a nervous nit-pidt- 
ing ally who complicates the 
task til any government in 
Mafoid. 


French pique 
after UN vote 

France cancelled a summit 
with Italy and postponed one 
with Bel^um yesterday after 
Rome and Brussels joined 
most European 'Union 
countries in a United Nation.s 
vote deploring the testing of 
nuclear weapons by France 
and China. 

"Tbls is a break In Euro- 
pean solidarity,” Alain La- 
massonre, the French govern- 
ment spokesman, said of the 
UN vote. — Reuter. 

UN’s new voice 

Sylvana Foa. who until 
recently was information 
chief for the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees, is to 
replace Joe Sills as spokes- 
person for Boutros Boutros- 

Ghali. the UN's secretary-gen- 
eral, on January l. the UN 
said yesterday. — Reuter. 

Menem scandal 

President Carlos Menem of 
Argentina tethered a child 
while be was a prisoner of the 
fonner military r^ime, the 
mother. Mexa, a pro- 

vincial MP from Ar^tma's 
ruling Peronist Party, told Ar- 
gentina's C3iannel 9 television 
op Thursday ni^t — Reuter. 

Arafat challenge 

All Ishak Ktaaled al-TamimL a 
Hebron businessman, de- 
clared yesterday he would 
challenge Yasser Arafat, the 
PU) chairman, in Palestinian 
elections. — Reuter. 

Treason charge 

Zdeoek Miynar. a key player 
during the Pra^e Spring in 
1968, has been charged with 
bi^ treason, his wife said 
yesterday. — AP. 
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A nation stained 
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by Abacha’s rule 


f1 


V’-ad' * 


Chris McGreal in Abuja reports 
on a new campaign to deflect 
criticism by Nigeria’s dictator 


F irst there was the 
War OD Indiscipline 
and Corruption. Then 
came the Campaign 
Against Sycophants. But 
when General Sani Abacha 
marked two years as Nige- 
ria's military dictator yester- 
day, he went for something 
much more ambitious. 

The latest campaign, 
dubbed Not in Our Ch^cter, 
is designed to convince the 
world ttiat Nigeria is not a 
country of drug-trafTicking 
swindlers. 

Nigerians might agree that 
they have all been unfairly 
regarded as having the same 
faults. There are fbw airports 
in the world where Nigerians 
are not routinely met with 
suspicion. But they are less 
likely to blame a foreign plot 
for what Gen Abacha called 
the “b^less and foul criti- 
cism from the international 
community'” than the mili- 
tary men who set out yester- 
day to brush up their coun- 
try's image. 

Among them was Lieuten- 
ant-General Jeremiah UsenL 
Gen Abacha's close aide. "Ni- 
geria is thought by many out- 
siders to be a country so cor- 
rupt that nothing works. 
Niger^ins are also &oi^t to 
be nothing but drug pushers 
and professional financial 
fraud^ers and conmen. 
"Ninety million people are 


not drug pushers, financial 
fraudsters or other criminals. 
They are hardworking, hon- 
est, loyal people who go about 
their daily lives wt& much 
generosity and hospitality 
toward others." he said. 

The attributes highlighted 
by the Not In Our Character 
campaign are real. Africa’s 
most populous country .is 
noted for its artists and writ- 
ers. although one of the best- 
known. Wole Soyinka, the 
Nobel prizewinner, is in exile 
and another has been hanged. 
The notorious but often 
simple swindles by whidi Ni- 
gerians rip off foreigners for 
millions of pounds each year 
reflect a wider business acu- 
men that should put the 
countty streets ahead of its 
more plodding neighbours. 

But decades of military rule 
have shackled Nigeria’s 
spirit, and ttie self-assured- 
ness which so often infuriated 
other Africans has given way 
to uncertainty and d e s pa i r . 

Gen Abacha's ima^ cam- . 
paign is a tacit admission that 
two years after be seized 
power his country is a pariah 
abroad and mor^y adrift at 
home. Its economy creaks at 
an ever slower pace. Its peoide 
are pocx«r and hungrier. 

But more than anything, 
much of Nigeria is a more 
fearful country than under 
virtually any of the previous 


military regimes which have 
dominated politics since inde- 
pendence in I960. 

Ihe execution cS l£ea Saro- 
Wiwa and ei^t other -C^nl 
activists may have «town in- 
ternational attentioa to the 
regime’s brutality, but Nigeri- 
ans learned long ago how 
heavy Gen Abacha’s hand can 
be. 

In the past 24 months he 
has crushed virtually all op- , 
position, locked away Iito 
ahood Abiola, the man widely 
deemed to have won the an- 
nulled 1993 election, and bro- 
ken the unions. He has not 
shrunk from imprisoning 
once powerful figures sodh as 
General Olusegun Obasanjo, 
^ former military ruler. 

The Not In Our Character 
campaign is no more likely to | 
be taken seriously by ordi- 
nary Nigerians than ^ cru- 
sades against corruption or 
sycophants. Corruption Is rife 
and is how the army elite 
maintains ttself. And plenty of 
sycophants were promising 
large amounts of mon^ yes- 
terday to help set up a founda- 
tion In Gen Abacha’s name. It 
will be committed to promot- 
ing conflict resolution and the 
universal brotherhood of man. 

Under such drcumstances 
there is little faifti in Gen 
Abacha’s promised three-year 
transition to democracy. It is 
partly a legacy his prede- 
cessor's breach offeitL 

Ibrahim Babangida spent a 
decade pledging to restore ci- 
vilian rule. He also spent 
more than £500 million build- 
ing up democratic local and 
state administrations. When 
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Target of hate . . . Nigerian nationals demonstrate against Shell outside Downing Street yesterday 
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it came to presidential elec- 
tions in 1993, he insisted on 
writing the manifestos of the 
only two parties and choosing 
their candidates. 

Even then he did not like 
the outcome, so the courts 
were persuaded to halt Qie 
vote counting. 

Gen Abacha's actions have 
led mai^ Nigerians to fear he 
is leading them up another 
blind alley. He came to power 


promising to leave swiftly. 
Like Zaire’s Mobutu Sese 
Sd£ 0 . he Justified seizing con- 
trol to save the country from 
civil war. But he plays on Ni- 
^ria's cnnplex i^onal and 
ethnic divisions. 

This year’s mudi-vaunted 
constitutional conference was 
gradually compromised until 
it dropped its insistence, that 
the general hand over power 
nest limuary. Instead, Gen 


Abacha has given himself an- 
other three years with a com- 
plicated transitional scheme 
and enough caveats to allow 
him to stay in power for quite 
a bit longer should he wish. 

Nonetheless, few Nigeriaiu 
see an alternative. There is 
no longer any effective orga- 
nised <v>position. By all ac- 
counts, Chief Abiola is a bro- 
ken man willing to agree to 
almost ally terms for his 
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release. Gen Abacha is sot 
feeling geoerous. 

Even if Chief Abiola were 
freed, be now divides the 
country more than unites it 
llie Commonwealth implic- 
itly recognised that there was 
no govemment-in-waiting 
whmi it gave Gen Abacha a 
two-year deadline to hold 
elections and surrender 
power. If the consensus were 
behind Chief Abiola, there 


I would be no reason to wait. 

Intemational pressure may 
yet take its toll on Gen Aba- 
cha. Perhaps of more concern 
is the theory put about by 
some of his foes that he has 
generated such fear and loath- 
ing that the only way to be rid 
of htm will be to do uhat he 
has done to otiiers. 


Martin Woofcoott, OtiMook 
page 13 


News in brief 


Northern League 
threatens chaos 


ITALY'S Northern League last night threatened to pitch the 
country into a politick and constitutional crisis if its demands 
fer a cl^pdown on imm^ration were not met One of the 
party's most senior figures. Francesco Tabladini, said its depu- 
ties senators would decide today whether to withdraw from 

parliament 

The populist League, wlucb brought down Silvio Berlus- 
coni's government 11 months ^>, holds the parliamentary 
balance of power. A mass abstention would leave the non-party 
adnunistration of Lambeito Dini without a workii^ m^rity . 

Fearing an attempt to water down legislation on immigration 
and deportation; Mr Tabladini had earlier led the League's 
senators in a walkout that blocdted tiie progress of next year’s 
budget — JohnHooper, Rome. 


Kashmir hostage ‘near death’ 


SEPARATIST guerrillas holding four Westerners tuKtage in 
Ehshmir said yesterday one ofthe captives could die “any time'’ 
and urged hte femily to come to r^km assomx as pomibie: 

: *Tbesidrhosi^'8CCinditk)iiisdetMloiratingaiidb6candfeat 
gny time, ^ vriUch the hidian govtehment will be re^pODsUde,’’ 

AtFa ran milifemtc eaM Tnn uJahgmH nfrpIflgsed m.SriiM g ar 

: Al-Faran did not MfiDtifytiie hostage. But officials have said 

AinerMmTyinaMH ntehTne swaslidievedtehete*p««r fln^Wftn , 
anf Oa-ingfr inm rhilWalna and 

Hutdiingi^ GtnnanDiikHasertaDdBritonsKeilh Mangan 
and Paul Wdfe w»8 1tidna;^ed in early July while trekking In 
south Kashmir. A fifth captive. Norwe^an Hans Christian Os- 
•troe, wasfound beheadedoo August 18. — Reuto", Srinagar. 


UK seeks visa clarification 


LONDON was stmwamngSffBeBiiig to cla rify why 10 Britons 
were detained after seddng visas at uitoa's border with Hong 
Ebng, but local esecuttves said itae incidsxt would not keep ftiem 
from croasing the bivder. 

Chirm had not yet reidied to Britain’s requ^ fbr dariflcation 
on the detmtion incident and the role change that ted to it. Bin 
Dickson, a spokesman for the Foreign OfiBoe in anig Kong, said 
yesterday. ButMr DidEson said be did not think the spat would 

escalate IntoaftiU-acaletit-tortat visa war. — Reuter, RtongSmg. 


Vanunu ‘deteriorating’ 


'niE condttlanafMordechal Vanunu,heidinsollUttvcoDfixie- 
ment ft>r nine years fty exposing Israel's nuclear « 

deteruvating and causing concern, his family said y^rdav 
Vanuim w« abducted from Britato to 1986 by agei^ 
Mossad,^ Isr^ secret service, after revealing details to the 
Sunday ■nmes about Israel's nuclear plant at^mona in tlM 

^^mobsessKm about tltelstaeUsetxetsen^ 

—mK> visited him last week — said Mbrdechai had been cffercwi 
^w^tetahisjahconditioiwb^ 

re&rtohfe kldiHppmg. He refused.— 


Anarchy at Greek riot jail 

of agony and 

totheM’smanagementbuildin^SBtS 

haiiAClbyolhermmtes 

offices near the main gate. — Jleuter. ™ 


O His analysis is that the 

“"u 9eneraHon is 
rebelling against the 
permissiveness Af 




■wrwHing against the 
pemisshreness of their 
ex-hippy parents and 


ex-nippy parents and 
^perateiy searching 
for a purer, more moral 


moral life. 
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Big freeze fails 
to cast chill on 
royal wedding 


Greg Mclvor 

reports from 
Forsmarkon 
an issue 
without easy 
answers; Is 
there any 
alternative to 
the reactors 
that provide 
electricity on 
the cheap? 
They should be 
phasedoutby 
201 0, but 
solar or wind 
energy won’t 
work while 
damming more 
rivers is 
unacceptable 



Power pickle . . . Forsmark's nsetear plant. whStdi bas moved to tbe top of the potithml agenda as the deadline for decommissioning draws closer 

N-power clouds Swedish sky 


L ike huge barnacles' 

glftamtTig - in thn Win- 
ter sun, Forsmark 
power station’s tiiree 
nuclear reactors loom 
above a daik pine fbr^ 
Even seven miles amy, seen 
from the picturesque i^mid of 
Graso, the bleached ccmcrete 
towers dominate the 
landscape. 

Throat tbe trees near bis 
home on Grds5, Mats TOmq- 
vist can view the plant across 
the strait But he and bis 
neighbours cannot see the 
hundreds of tms of radio- 
active waste dumped ofCshore 
in a labyrinth of tunnels be- 
neath Ae sea. 

An atomic scientist turned 
anti-nuclear campaigner. Mr 
Tbmqvist is sanguine about 
the risk of a Chemobyl-type 
accident in tbe plant — 
Sv'eden boasts one of the 
world’s safer nu(dear indus- 
tries — but fears leakage fitnn 
the underground repository. 
Inhabitants of tiie Baltic coast 
r^on were sitting on an in- 
simous time-bomb, he said. 
^*lhis waste is active for hun- 


dreds of years and we have no 
safe way of dealing with it 
Unless we stop producing U, 
we are taking a tmrible risk 
with the future.” , 

The Ibte of Forsmark and 
Sweden’s three other nuclear 
plants has risen to tbe top d 
the political agenda amid 
pressure from the Green, 
movement to start phasing | 
out all 12 reactws as agreed at 
a national referendum in 
1960. A timetable agreed by ! 
parliament envisages deoom- j 
missioning all reactors by | 
2010. Yet no initial steps have 
been taken. Environmoital- 
ists accuse the two big compa- 
nies that dominate the Swed- 
ish power industry of 
intensive covert lobbjdiig to ' 
reprieve the nuclear sector. 

Hie energy minister. Jdr- 
gen Andersson, concerned 
about the 100 billion kronor 
(£10 billioa) mmlTnum cost of 
decommission, has su^sied 
that tbe 2010 deadline might 
not be attainable because of a 
dearth of viable.altematives. 

'me comment drew charges 
that Mr Andersson was sub- 



verting democracy. Oppo- 
nents olahn that the power 
companies, encouraged by 
tacit government comidiance. 
are neglecting, developing 
otiier energy sources. The 
prime minister. Ingyar Carls- 
son, feels hiinself morally 
bound by tiie referendum out- 
come, b^ conceded this week 
that a jQew plebiscite might be 
necessary: . many younger 


MPs do not feel constrained 
by a decision taken 15 years 

'HnditioDally friendly to in- 
dustry, Mr CvIssoq’s Social 
Democrats are encountering 
mounting pressiur from tiie 
opposition Centre and Green 
paztiK to initiate the phase- 
out soon so that tbe 2010 dead- 
line can be reached. Mr Carls- 
son. who rdies on the two 
groups for parliamentary sup- 
port, is, however, restricted 
because a majority of his own 
MPs is thou^t to cq;>pose 
deconunissioning. 

Opinion polls indicate that 
most Swedes oppose nuclear 
power, wltii resistance hard- 
ening after widespread con- 
tamination following the 
Chemobyl disaster in 1986. 
Yet many question tbe wis- 
dmu of a pbase-out when few 
alternatives erisL 

The diteinma Is reflected by 
a state energy commission, 
due to present its recommen- 
dations next montiL Origi- 
nally intended to shape pol- 
icy, it has sunk into political 
tn-fighting and is now ex- 


pect^ to produce only con- 
flicting proposals. 

Nuclear alternatives are 
few. Forsmark’s three reac- 
tors supply the power needs 
of Sweden's three biggest 
cities, producing eaersy in 
quantities that wind or solar 
energy could ne\'er match. A 
transfer to hydro-electric 
power would mean the social- 
ly divisive ^icy (^damming 
more big rivers in tbe arctic 
north ~ a mo\'e seen as politi- 
cally impossible. 

Meanwhile, building new 
power stations fried natu- 
ral gas, oil or coal would not 
mly drain the public purse 
but greatly increase green- 
house gas emissions, in con- 
travention of international 
commitments. 

For heavy industry, which 
for years Im beneftt^ from 
cheap electricity, nuclear 
power is setei as an impera- 
tive. One leading industrialist 
dismissed the decommission 
lobby as *‘cra*y". saying the 
cost of building alternative 
plants would be crippling. 

Dima Litvinov, Greenpeace 


Sweden's nuclear cam- 
paigner, w'amed that people 
wrere swallowing industry 
propaganda. "Big companies 
are threatening to move their 
production abroad if they lose 
and unfortunately that argu- 
ment is being acc^ted.” he 
said. 

Instead, environmentalists 
adv*ocate a bucolic vision of 
small-scale, local energy' pro- 
duction. Around FOrsmark, 
this .arouses little 
enthusiasm. 

In a region of 35,000 people 
with 15 per cent unemploy- 
ment. the presence of an in- 
dustry that directly employs 
850 people and indizectfy sup- 
poits thousands more is seen 
as an economic necessity. 

Pia Ehman. a young mother 
of two who lives two miles 
from the plant and owns a 
baberdashety shop, hopes her 
children will one day frnd em- 
ployment at the power 
station. “Without Forsmark 1 
would be unemplo^'ed,” she 
said. "The only thing tbat 
keeps this area alive is the 
nuclear plant” 


Jan Olsen bi Copenhagen 


A S A FIERCE snow- 
storm swept Scandina- 
via yesterday. Den- 
mark’s royal bride and 
groom faced a big question: 
should they ride through 
central Copenhagen on the 
ere of tb^ wedding with 
the top up or down? 

fo the end, it wa.s a cov- 
ered carriage that took 
Prince Joachim and future 
Princess Alexandra on the 
ceremonial ride through 
the capitaL 

l^>day. Alexandra Man- 
ley, an economist, aged 31. 
will marry Joachim, aged 
26 and second in the line of 
succession, at the Renais- 
sance Fredensborg Castle 
church In Billeroed, 25 
miles north of Copenhagen. 

Ms Manley, whose father 
is British, came to Den- 
mark less than six months 
ago after meeting Jonttiiim 
in her native Hong Kong 
last year. 

The couple rode in a 
horse-drawn coach to a 
ceceptton at the town ball, 
chenvd alrag tbe way by 
thousands of Rms wavii^ 
Danish flags. 

*1110 palace had planned a 
ride in an open carriage, 
but opted for a covered 
coach because of the snow 
and freezing temperatures. 

Ms Manley will marry 
into one of tbe Europe’s old- 
est royal fomllies. The Dan- 
ish dsnemsty was founded by 
Ring Gorm tbe Old in tbe 


year 985. Although Den- 
mark boasts one of the 
world’s most egalitarian 
societies. Us royal family is 
wildly ptqtubtr. 

Prince Joachim’s bride 
will become the first person 
with Asian llmsige in mod- 
em history to enter one of 
Europe’s royal faniilios. 
said Harold Brooks-Bttker, 
a »|MH:lallst on European 
monarchies bused in 
Loudon. 

On Thursday evening. 
Crown Prince Frederik, Ji>- 
achim's brother and heir to 
the throne, threw .i private 
party for 1 00 young people*, 
including mynis, Danisli 
aristocrats and three of Jo- 
achim's old fiumt*s. 

Cuiiis Stiger, tiu* soul 
singer, flew in from the 
United States to pL'rform at 
the Amnllenborg Palace 
along with Danish ruck 
musicians. 

Earlier this week. Jo- 
achim — known to hate 
dentists and love fast cars 
— was honoured by a bach- 
elor part>’ that included a 
fokc visit to a dentist and a 
drive in an electric cur 
which reached 35 milc*s per 
hour. 

Ms Manley’s part>' was a 
quiet, inivate lUnncr with 
visiting friends. Danish 
media said. 

The government held n 
banquet last night at Chris- 
tiansborg Castle — the par- 
liament building — for 300 
guests, including repre.sen- 
tatives l^om European 
monarchies. — AP. 



Prince Joachim of Denmark azul Alexau^a Manley wave 
to Cans in Copenhagen yesterday photograph: clmjsbonnbiup 
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£10.50 

John Jameson Irish Whiskey 1 Litre 

£11.32 

£11.99 

Glenfiddieh MalcWbisky l Litre 

)Cl6.50 

£16.99 

£ 9.99 

Benson aod Hedges Special FQter & La^ts 200 

£16.61 

£14.99 

Fosters Esq>on Lager* SOel Case of 24 

£20.83 

£11.50 

£ 9.99 

John Smnhs Bitter* 4-lcl Case of 24 

£11.89 

£10.50 

£ 8.99 
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Year of the 
tiger benefits 
luxury homes 
in London 

James Melkle on boom from Far East 



Eastern promise . . .Flats at the former GLC headquarters County Hall, top left, have witnessed, one of the biggest buying spre«s, with more ^ 

quarter gomg to soatfa east Asia puFdiasere. Above, one of the popnlar coonties is Somy. where tills boose, Whi^adles» in Wentworth, would cost £1^ 


F ar Eastern buyers are 
fuelling demand for ex- 
pensive country homes 
and luxury properties 
in London as they seek to se- 
cure their futures prior to the 
handover of Hong Kong to 
China, leading estate agents 
said yesterday. 

One large company has 
r^orted a Qve-fold increase 
in Far Eastern residents buy- 
ing country property topping 
£‘^.000. Others said new and 
revamped flats in the heart oi 
the capital were being 


snapped up by people benefit- 
ing from tte tiger economies. 

Knight Frank and Rutley 
said nearly one in eight top- 
price country houses sold by 
the company this year, many 
in the Henley. Ascot, and 
Weybridge belt, had been 
bought by Far East residents. 
That compared to fewer than 
one in 25 last year. 

Rupert Sweeting, of the 
company’s country bouse de- 
partxnent. said : “This flow of 
buyers . . . will probably in- 
crease next year as expatri- 


ates living in Hong Kong de- 
cide what they are going to 
do. In recent years, the Far 
East buyer has been purchas- 
ii^ flats for investment — 
many are now looking for 
homes in the conntry.’’ 

People from abroad fa- 
voured Berkshire, Surrey, 
and Buckingtuunshire, whi^ 
have “a very limited number 
of really good properties'* on 
the market, he said. The com- 
pany is advertising homes 
there at up to £3 million. 

Savilis, the international 


property sperialists, reported 
that three-quarters d all new 
houses and flats in central 
London went to ov^^eas buy- 
ers last year, wltii two-thirds 
of them from the FUr East 
The market is being bUoyed 
by the 20.000 to 30,000 Britons 
thought to work in Hoog 
Kong. The Government says 
another 50.000 heads of fam- 
ilies. or about 225.000 people 
in all, are being promised res- 
idence after the handover. 

hi The Sticks, a fbmily-run 
magazine advertising out-<tf- 


town propertiee, says it has 
increased Us Hong Kong snb- 
scriptions from a eoople of 
dozen to more tiiau 900 in a 
y^ and will organise an ex- 
hibition there next month. 

Many w er e mxerested in 
country homes up to 

£160,000. Some wanted rqiace 
but were used to living on top 
of one another in Hong Kq^ - 

Ih central Lrmdon ixices 
are above those of tire late 
1960s property boom as a 
resnit of the sales sur^ 
About one in R) propertieB 


sold by Kni ght , Frank and 
Rutiey in central London has 
been bought by a customer 
frcn the Far S^t in tiie first 
half of 1995. 

Savflls said 4.000 new prop- 
erties were expected to be 
sold in the area over the next 
time years, malting the over^ 
seas buyer, 'seeking little 
maintenance and a lot of secu- 
rity. tocreaslngly importmt 
It recentiy sold 19 properties. 
rnoiniUng a three-bedroomed 
duplex apartment costing 
£775,000, is two developments 


in Earls Court and Chelsea 
through weekend exhibitions 
in Hong Kong and Singapore. 

One of the biggest buying 
sprees has been at County- 
Hall. the former headquarters 
of the Greater London Coun- 
cil, where more a quai^ 
ter of the 411 apartments were 
sold by Galliard Homes to 
south east Asia purchasers in 
September, many throu^ an 
exhibition in Hong Kong. An 
average one-bedroomed flat 
costs £130,000 and a two- 
bedroomed one £180,000. 


Judge rules doctors can withhold food from PVS victim 


dare E>yer 

Legal Cotrespo n d en t 


A HIGH Court judge yester- 
day sanctioned the with- 
drawal of artificial feeding 
from a 27-year-old man who 
has been in a persistent vege- 
tative state (FVS) since he 
suffered brain damage during 
dental surgery. 

The Welshman, identified 
only as C. has been at the 
worst lerel d tiie condition 


since his heart stopped dur- 
ing surgery to remove his 
wisdom te^ under general 
anaesthetic In February 1991. 

Patients in PVS have nor- 
mal sleeping and waking pat- 
terns but are totally unaware 
of their surroundhigs. They 
breathe normally but are fed 
through a tube, and can Uw 
for up to 30 years unless feed- 
ing is discontinued. 

In 1993, the House of Lords 
ruled in the case of Hillsboro 
ough football disaster victim 


Tony Bland that artificial 
feeding could lawfully be dis- 
continued where the patient 
would never derive any bene- 
fit from Uib. Tbe law lords 
called on Parliament to l^s- 
late on how such cases should 
be handled, and Lord. Mustill 
asserted that judgn were not 
“best fitted" to decide. 

Since then a handful of FVS 
patients have been allowed to 
die with court approvaL 

Yesterday. Mr Justice John- 
son said he wse sure that C’s 


interests required the with- 
drawal of artiflcJal feeding. 
He told medical staff to en- 
sure that C suffered as little 
distress as possible and nuin- 
tained the greatest dignity 
until his life came to an end. 

The application was 
brau^t by the local NHS 
trust at the initiative of C's 
parents. They were supported 
by tbe hospital the doctors, 
and the Official Solicitor, who 
was aKKiinted by the co^ to 
represent C’s interests. 


Man abducted by ‘IRA gang* turns up safe 


Daidd Sharrock 
Ireland Corrwspondswt 


A MAN abducted by an 
A%armed gang claiming to 
be from the IRA turned op 
yesterday saying be had been 
beaten' unconscious and tied 
to a tree for 24 hoars. 

John Hegarty, aged is. from 
Strabane, Co TYrona, was ab- 
ducted from his pregnant gfrl- 
frlend’s home Just after mid' 
night cm Wednesday. He was 


discovraed rfnsp to tbe q>ot 
where ibe abductors burned a 
stolen inTi used in the kidnap. 

Ifr Hegarty was taken to 
Castlederg RUC station for 
wiftdirwl tr eat m ent and nas 
interviewed by detectives. He 
was later taken to hospital for 
a check-up. 

Mr Hegarty, who was 
beaten unconscious, hooded 
and cut wifii a knife, dedined 
to comnunt on who was be- 
hind file attack. 

He-sald bis ordeal was hor- 


rific. **I wouldn’t want any- 
body to go throudt it 

They took me away and I 
was tied to a tree. They left 
me for a while and I managed 
to free myself.’* he said. He 
believed the men would have 
killed him. 

■1 bavmi't a clue who'tbey 
were,” he said. ‘They were 
questioning me about various 
things that have happened in 
Strabane. I’m not too sure, 
but I mig^t go and take a wee 
holiday." 


Queen 
Mother 
‘on her 
feet’ 


AngelU Johnson 


T wig Queen Mother was 
Inundated with flowers 
and messages from 
wellwishcrs yesterday, her 
first ftaU day with a new 

^ckin^ian paiaco said 
was on ber feet early in 
the morning and able to 
walk a few steps. 

This is the recommended 
procedure tor hip replace- 
ment patients, who need to 
be mobUe as quickly os 
possible to avoid complica- 
tions. At 95 the Queen 
Mother is one of the oldest 
patients to have undergone 
the operation. _ , , 

A bulletin from Bucking- 
ham Palace said: "Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen 
MottaH* had a good night 
and has been seen by docs 
tors this morning. On doc- 
tors’ advice the Queen 
Mother Is having another 
quiet day c»f rest and recu- 
peration, and will not be 
receiving visitors for the 
time being- TTie Queen and 
the Royal Family are con- 
tin ntng to be kept closely 
informed." Ber private sec- 
retary Alastair Aird spent 
balf an hour with her. 

Among the steady stream 
of wellwishers who arrived 
at the King Edward vn 
Hospital for Officers, in 
London, were a group of 
children from a nursery op- 
posite the hospital, who 
handed in a card and draw- 
ings for her. 

A retired engineering de- 
signer Ray Horgan. 63. of 
^reatbam wm, south Lon- 
don turned up with his own 
message: a large sign 
around his neck which 
read; “To our brave Queen 
Mum. Hip-hip-who-ray 
cheers with all onr love,” 
The hip replacement, per- 
formed by Mr Roger 
Vickers . is performed suc- 
cessfully on around 50.000 
elderly people each year. 

Usually patients stay two 
or tiiree weeks fn hospital 
but It can take three 
months before they can 
walk unassisted and six 
months to a year before frill 
recovery. 

While the procedure is 
now considered routine, 
and has a 95 per cent suc- 
cess rate, the surgery and 
anaesthetic pose greater 
risks the older the patient 
is. The Queen Mother is ex- 
pected to have a longer^ 
than-average recovery 
period. 
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Life assurance: 
you know why, but 
do you know which? 









There are over 500 differeiu life assurance policim out there. 
Wb'll help you choose the right solution for your needs. 

Wb'll do chls by talking » you. listening to you, spending 
lime getting a fdol for your priorines. (At your home or 
work if you wish). 

What we won't do is try and sell you one of our own 
nfe policies, because there is no such thing. 


Contrast our approach with those banks who have cheir 

own life companies, vvhlie their advice may be professional, 

it certainly isn’t independent. 

You know why life assurance maners. New you know 

who to call for free, independent advice. 
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Please send me up-n<-datc ioformaiion about neasicins. ” 

J would like la receive nwre pensions intbrmarion from DSS in the future 'Zi 


MMB 


1MTF OF nirrH 







$OCl^ 


L IJSSPensi,l^s.FB^:tJ'l>STl5S5WWI.BrisIc,l ibr. ■ =±fS BMIsm g= ?■ 

^ — 


ip* 







Islamists query 
Algerian turnout 
as president wins 



The first men and women to walk 
free because of the paramilitary 
ceasefire had thoughts for those 
left inside, writes David Sharrock 



S HORTLY after 9am 
yesterday Northern 
Ireland's first para- 
military priscmers to 
be released as a result oS the 
ceasefires walked Sree fimn 
the Maze prison. The gates of 
Long Ke^ were not being 
thrown c^n. but it was a 
start 

It had been a Jong nigirt of 
celebration for the 80 men — 
29 r^blicans, the rest loyal- 
ists and non-aligned prison- 
ers — and three IRA women 
at Maghaberry prison a Ibw 
miles away. Thm had been 
music and speeches and tear- 
ful farewells and "slagging” 
— affecticmte ribbing. 

It takes 20 minutes in a win- 
dowless minibus to travel 
from the H-Blocks — ■ fiie pris- 
ons within the prison — to 
the jail’s exit Before that i 
there were profile photo- 
graphs and fingerprints to be 
got out of the way. as well as a 
word with the governor, ad - 1 
vising the prisoners ttet they 
were being released under the 
newly restored 50 per cent 
reml^ion rules and on condi- 
tion that they did not 
reoSend. 

Outside In the car park, rel- 
atives stamped their. feet Jo 
the cold, breath freezing- in 
the air. It was a bizarre scene, 
as tbe kin of IRA, U\*F, INLA 
and UFF stood uncomfortably 
but quiescently together. 
Saoirse, the republican group 
campaigning for the release 
of "political prisoners”, held 
pladu^ berating the Govern- 
ment for its grudging attitiuie 
to releases. 

One of the first prisoners to 
emerge through the metal 
rotating gate was Jim 0’Cai> 
roll, from Andersonstown. 
west BelfasL who serv^ six 


years for possession. “It’s too 
little too late," he said. 
“There’s a lot cf lifers in 
there, it does them no good. 
There's men already on 50 per 
cent, it does them no good. 
There’s also mmi in Ma^ia- 
berry who’ve got 50-year tar- 
iff, it does them no good.” 

In the background some of 
his comrades dnqiped the 
brown paper bags carrying 
their personal belongings and 
hugged mothers and girl- 
friends. “Francis, good to see 
you. What about ye, Geor- 
die?” came ^ cries oi relief 
and joy. 

Not long after, loyalists 
began to walk fire^ ignoring I 
the republican demonitrators 
and walking towards jubilant 
supporters wearing Union 
Jack kipper ties, waving Red 
Hand of Ulster flags and 
drinking fix)m bottles cf Asti 
Spumante. A knot of Irish 
Republican Socialist Pa^ 
members tbe Marxist wii^ 
of the INLA — shook their 
heads disapprovingly. 

Adrian Bird, the former of- 
ficer commanding of the Maze 
UDA prisoners, said It was a 
good day. "It'S a good first 
start, but ttere have to be 
more prisonm-s released,." he 
said. • 

“There has to be something 
dcme for tbe life sentence pris- 
oners. There's men in there 14 
and 15 years who are no 
threat to nobody. They have 
to be let out it's^ as simple as 
that. Our people are hai^y 
with the way things are going 
but we fod that talks have to 
start soon.” 

In Dublin, victims of para- 
military violence giving evi- 
dence to the Forum for Peace 
and Reconciliation reacted 
angrily to news of the 














Shaimeen Baker, arrested with explosives in 1990 (top left), is greeted on her release yesterday main photograph: paul stewabt 


Dairid Hirst In A l t e r s 

P OLICE and troops fired 
guns into the air. 
women ululated, and 
hooting, flag-draped cars sped 
around the capital late into 
the evening yesterday, to cele- 
brate the electoral victory of 
Algeria's incumbent presi- 
dent, Lianiine ZerouaL From 
exile, spokesmen of tbe Islam- 
ist opposition challenged the 
results, accusing the govern- 
ment of vastly inflating the 
turnout and the numbers who 
voted for President Zeroual. 

The runner-up. the moder- 
ate Islamist Mahfouz Nahnah, 
who received a quarter of the 
votes cast also allied irregu- 
larities. International moni- 
tors Invited to obsenv the 
elections have issued no offi- 
( cial statement, thougli one 
said the whole consuitatioa 
appeared to him to have been 
I orderly, calm and correct. 
Speaking on state televi- 
sion. Mr Zeroual called him- 
i self tbe “president of all Alge- 
rians”. His election for a five- 
year term was a “victory for 
democracy” and a ‘T^on 
given to tbe internal and ex- 
ternal enemies of Algeria". 
He said: “I treasure the confi- 
dence that the majority cd* Al- 
gerian men and women, in- 
side and outside the country, 
have placed in us.” 

One of the few Algerian 
newspapers to publish yester- 
day. El Moujahid. called it a 
historic day, whose “dEEect 
will Imig be felt not on^ at 
home but also in Noto AMca 
and the Arab world . . . Tbe 
perpetrators of violence, the 
assassins of the Armed Is- 
lamic Group [6IAI have defi- 
nitely lost The terrorists no 
longer strike fear . . . The citi- 
zens have shown that they 
wield an arm that is stronger 
than the Ealashnikoiv: it is 
called the voting booth." 

The turnout among nearly 
16 million voters was 74.9 per 
cent the interior minister, 
Mustapha Ben Mensour, said, 
and Mr Zeroual won 61.3 per 
cent of It. Mr Nahnah came 
second with 25^3 pec cent the 
hardline anti-Islamist Said 
Saadi third with 9J29 per cent 
and Noureddine Boukrouh 
fourth with 3.78 per cent. 


This turnout seenus credible 
to journalists who witnessed 
the balloting. .A loading Arab 
commentator pointed out that 
the regime had not fallen into 
a practice uidesprend in the 
ragion of claiming huge ma- 
jorities of 80 or 90 per cent. 

Obser\-ers say tester fig- 
ures would still liave been a 
success for the govoniment. 
which took Uie risk of holding 
the elections in the first place 
— and especially President 
Zeroual who overruled those 
within the hierarchj- who did 
not want them. This success 
was apparent during much of 
the election campaign. .*tnd on 
the day itself, when Uie Is- 
lamic militants, who had 
called the vote blasplioiuous 
and rowed to saboi.*igo, it (.la- 
tently failed to do so i\\ir 
have there been any reports 
of anti-government violence 
in the post two days. 

Tbe United States-based Is- 
lamic Salvation From tFIS) 
spokesman, .^war Hoddam. 
claimed the turnout w.is a 
mere 30 per cent The election 
changed nothing, he said. 
“We won’t accept the results 
of the vote and we consider 
that it’s still an illegitimate 
regime." 

There has been no official 
comment from the two secu- 
lar parties, the National Lib- 
eration Front (FLN) tbe 
Socialist Forces Front (FFS). 
which bad urged tbe a boycott 

the elections. 

The outoome is seen as a 
si^iificant setback for the op- 
position. especially the Islam- 
ists — both the extremist GIA 
and the wider movement, toe 
FIS — which performed so 
well in toe December 1991 
parliamentary elections can- 
celled by toe regime. 

It is also very embarrassing 
to the FLN, whose members 
apparently defied orders and 
voted in large numbers for 
President Zeroual. Ait .Ahmad 
and his FFS were the least 
embarrassed by the outcome, 
since their b^cott call was 
lar^y heeded in Kabylia, 
their main stronghold. There, 
the official count put the turn- 
out at 52 per cent, much lower 
than the average. 


Extrenm feel loss of faith, 
Outlook, page 14 


releases. Alan McBride, who 
lost his wife and father-in-law 
in toe Shankill bomb in Octo- 
ber 1993. said that biologists 
for the paramilitaries should 
stop demanding their release 
and instead acknowledge toe 
hurt caused to the victims 
and bereaved. 

Over at Mayberry 23- 
yearold Shauneen Baker was 
one of three IRA women let , 
out after six irears. At file age 
of 17 she had pretended to be 
pregnant but was cau^t car- 
rying a b(»nb on a bus boimd 
for Belfast international 
airport. 


*^veiybody has to give and 
we have grievmices too. 'to- 
order to move fortvard every- 
body has to give. Prisoners 
are in jjail because of the con - 1 
flict and unless you deal with 
that issue ... if s part and par- 
cel of it you have to move 
forward.” she said. j 

Yestetday the paramilitary I 
population cf Northern Ire- 1 
land dropped by almost 10 per 
cent as the newly released 
drove away in family cars, 
leaving behind one world and 
mitering another. rnifamiHar 
place where peace has come 
atl^ 
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Big tax cuts ‘could hit recovery’ 




Kctiard Thomas 


T he Guardian's panel of 
economists today warns 
that big tax cuts in the 
Budget could damage the eco- 
nomic recovery and threaten 
British hopes of joinii^ a 
single European currency. 

In toeir latest assessement 
of tbe economy, toe Guard- 
uin’s seven “Wise Women" 
urge the Chancellor. Kenneth 
Clarke, to resist backbench 
calls ^ a big inccMne tax 
reduction. Instead he should 
restrict himself to a modest 
£S billion tax cut funded by 
lower public ^lending. 

Large tax cuts could push 
up prices, the report argues , 


— despite this week’s sharp 
fall in the inflation rate. Tbe 
panellists also urge Mr 
Clarke not to bow to demands , 
for an early cut in interest 
rates, which could damage 
I Ills credibility In the financial 
markets. “An easing of policy 
now, in eitoer tbe fis^ or 
monetary fields, would risk a 
further rise in Inflation." the 
paper states. 

Putting political [riorities 
ahead of economic needs 
could also mean Britain fiuls 
to meet toe criteria for public 
borrowing in the Maastricht 
treaty and effbctively “enact 
the opt-out without debate”. 

If toe Chancdlor does trim 
taxes, he should target cuts 
on low-paid workers, the 


group urges. Extending toe 
persmial tax-free allowance 
by £450 to £3,975 would take a 
milli on peoide out of tax for 
the same IS billion it would 
cost to take 2p off the 25p 
basic rate. With reform to tbe , 
benefits ^stem. this would 
encourage people to come off | 
weU^ and take work. i 

Tie group urges Mr Claiie 
to protect capital spending, 
rumoured to be focing cuts. 
Although toe Chancellor is 
likely to eiaim ^ Private 
nance Initiative will plug any 
gaps in state investinent, the 
Wise Women warn that tbe 
PFI has bem a disappoint- 
ment. with i^ timn half this 
year's expected £5 billion pri- 
vate money committed so for. 


The members of the panel 
are; Marian Bell, treasury 
economist at toe Royal Bank 
cf Scotland: Bronwyn Curtis. i 
executive director of econom- 
ics at Deutsche Bank; Kate ' 
Barker, chief economist at the 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry. Dr Ann Robinson, 
head of tbe National Associa- 
tim of Pension finds; Brid- 
get RoSeweE, joint wianaging 
director of Business Strate- 
gies* Dr Penelope Rowlatt. di- 
rector of National Economic 
Researdi Associates; and Ja- 
nette Rutterford. Professor of 
Financial Mana^ment at tbe 
Open University. 

Ctianeellcr must Imit tax 
ghraaiHiay, page 21 
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Rushdie move to go public ends in Chiiean incarceration 


Garble Dutter 

S ALMAN RUSHDIE’S 
tentatl\*e moves to re-es- 
abUsh his public profile 
lave received a setbimk in 
Ihile where the authorities 
lave confined him to his 
.partment **for reasons of 
ecurlty”. His only sebed- 
led appearance, at a b<xdt 
lir in Santiago on Thars- 
ay, was cancelled. 

Rushdie was forced Into 
iding more than six years 
to by a fhtwa ordering his 
*ath issued by the late 
yatollah Khomeini be< 
luse of passages in The Sa- 
nk: Verses considered by 
me Muslim.^ to be blas- 
lemons. He has made one 


pre-annonneed and several 
informal public appear- 
ances in Britain recently, 
but in Chile he has not been 
seen publicly since arriving 
at about noon on Thursday, 
a q^okesman for his lo^ 
publisher said. 

*'He has been locked in an 
apartment and he has had 
no chance to spe^ with tbe 
news media or with tbe 
Chileau people.” said Olaf 
I Bantel of the publish^ 
house Plaza y Janes, 

“He is shocked by the 
treatment he has received 
in Chile. He feels really of- 
fended and deprived of his 
human rights," Mr Hantel 
told a television 
interviewer. 

It is not known where he 


is being held or if he will be 
released sotm. Chilean offi- 
cials told the publishers 
that he would not be 
allowed to make any public 
appearances. 

Despite strict seearity ' 
measures — Rushdie is , 
flanked by bodyguards 
wherever be goes — his 
planned arrival in Chile 
was announced in a local 
newspaper two weeks ago 
and press reports on Thurs- 
day gave the time and place 
of his appearance at the 
book fair. 

It is understood that Sco^ 
land Yard had met the Chil- 
ean police to coordinate se- 
curity arrangements for 
the visit and im tbe day of 
his scheduled appearance 


I there were police patrols, 
j bomb squad officers and 
I tracker do^ out in force. 

Hie book he was promot- 
ing, Tbe Moor’s Last Sigh, 
was fovourite to win this 
year’s Booker Prize, which 
went to Pat Barker for The 
Ghost Road. Its final chap- 
ter opens with the words: 
**l have lost count of tbe 
days that have passed since 
I began my prison sentence 
is the topmost tower-room 
of Vasco Miranda’s mad 
fortress in the Andalusian 
mountain village ot Bmien- 
gelL but now that it is over, 
1 mnst record my memories 
of that awful incarcera- 
tion.” Rushdie will be hop- 
ing he too escapes to tell tbe 
tale. 
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An Essex travel agent has devised a hoiidairfor UtUe Englanders 
wfio want to savour the flavour of the Continent without actually 
having to go there. ‘We’ve called it the Eurosoeptic Tour,” 
says John Bridge, general manager of Supreme Holidays. “It^ 
for people who epfoy French wine, Spamsh food. Cheek dancing 
and German dress but can’t be bothered with foreigners.’’ 













We'd iflie to tell you more about our smooth sippirf wtiiskeyi Write us at tiie Jack Daniel DistQlery, Lynchburg, Tennessee USA. 

JACK DANIEL’S WHISKEY is made with iron-free water 
from a Tennessee limestone cave. 

In the Hollow, we’re never too hurried to pause for a 
drink from our Tennessee cave spring and give thanks 
for its iron-free water. You see, since 1866 this natural 
resource (and our charcoal mellowing process) have 
accounted for Jack Daniel’s uncommon rareness. 

And, we believe, for its uncommon number of 
customers and friends. 


l ACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 
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Going for gold . . . Moxneli. who runs In the First National Bank Gold Cap Chase at Ascot today 


PHOTOGRAPH- MARTIN LYNCH 


Champion Hurdle boost for Large Action 


L arge action is back 
on the Champion Hur- 
dle trail after an all- 
the-way win in the Coopers 
and lybrand Hurdle at As- 
cot yesterday. 

Oliver Sherwood's seven- 
year-old was unconvincing 
on bis debut over fences at 
Uttoxeter recently, al- 
thoo^ he won, but was in 
his dement back over the 


smaller obstacles. After Ja- 
mie Osborne made every 
yard on the 8-15 shot, who 
beat Atoors by one and a 
half lengths, Sherwood said 
that Large Action’s next 
target would be the Bonus- 
photo Bnla Hurdle at Chel- 
tenham on December 9 . 

“If any horse deserves to 
-win the Champion, he does. 
He was third in it before 


Ascot with form 
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being nmner^up this year. 
He is a cre^t to himsdf,** 
said Sherwood. 

“We bad to do tiie donkey 
work today and it was all 
a paiTist Tiim, hilt he caiue 
through with colours Hy- 
ing. Unless something new 
that we know nothing 
about comes out of the 
woodwork, be must have a 
great chance of making it 


third tune lucky.” Coral’s 
go 5-1 Large Action fbr the 
Champion with Alderbrook 
the 9-2 fisvourite. 

David Elsworth was 
pleased with the way 
Atours shaped, saying: 
‘^Wherever Large Action 
goes, we go, so it is the Bula 
for ns too." 

Morley Street ran well to 
be third, a dozen lengths 


behind the nmner-np, and 
will attempt to win the San- 
deman Hurdle at Aintree 
for tihe fifth time. 

• David Nicholson with- 
drew Putty Road and Maiv 
tin’s Lamp firom their 
respective races at Ascot 
yesterday after stable 
jockey Adrian BCagnire was 
injur^ when Hatcham Boy 
fell in the novice hurdle. 


Racing 


Sound Man should 
have it in the bank 


Ron Cox thinks the going is right for 
Irish chaser to cash in at Ascot today 


S OUND MAN, Srmly 
established as one 
the best two-mile 
chasers around, can 
put himself in the reckoning 
for the King George VI Chase 
at Kezapton over Qzristznas 
by defying top weight in the 
First Natioual Bank Gold Cup 
at Ascot today. 

Edward O'Grady, trainer of 
the hi^ily consistent Sound 
Man, Is of the beUef the seven- 
yearold will get ttiree miles 
round Kempton on good 
ground. 

Conditions today should be 
ideal for ^und Man, who had 
to contend with the mud fte 
most the time in Ireland hist 
season but never ran a bad 
race. He &iled by just half a 
length after a ding-dong battle 
with Klairon Davis in the Ar- 
kle Trophy at Cheltenham, 
and has returned in grand 
form with two easy wins at 
Navan. 

His latest victory, when he 
had Bav^ Dieu 131 lengths 
away third, looks even briler 
in the Tight of Bavard Dieu’s 
creditable sixth behind Dub- 
lin Flyer in last week’s 
Mackeson. 

Camttrov, Dancing Paddy 
anri Moiceli, third Eourth and 
fifth in the Arkle, all lack a 
recent run ibr their re-match 
with^und Man. 


Aintree card with form for the televised races 
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5 B- fMCm MaBte{WWJCWB-K -12 

«OM9-CAMIOUS(aOB)NGbam 8-15-7 

HNonr SI A 9 m ( 14 ) DwiKftDiMt 4 - 10-7 __ 

D5-P HmMAieWUB (14) HRubaiU 5-10-7 

P- SRO 9U (1 70 A JHM 7-K 
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2.00 MMIV ETDBN HAM HUBBU Bp 0 £*848 
1 6 D -3 AMiHnBvauARi(as)KBa 6 ara-io-e 

a OaiAanCAPrAMSTOCRIKHB) ( 14 ) PWagnmi 8 - 10-13 
a OIDP-OfiOIHHBSOHB(10TFonlar6-T 
BOOOM U ttWnMn 7 - 10-13 

s 

B 
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IB 
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IS 
18 
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TBF r B (l l 3 TliBiAb 1 *MTepAw 0 ltoh g eaiMt T,e^ahiB 
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1«>F3P-BQlLWBnL(aDB)(CD)0SI«rMMa9-124 

IPIIP1ft-EBUl.yAIIASCAL(34B)0araidn*e.l1-5 

3 * 022 ^ ■aauF(iaa)TFanerVu -3 — , 

2lSUU^ MDniABA(ni)NGenaka 8-11-0 
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Pawpp. TAte OP —U II A SCl { tt 7)WCMram 7-10-12 — 
824004 unsARcemov (14) cjum 8-10-4 ^ 
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a MPROPeagORPAfleClllMlT'nnaanJemS-lt-O 

s o-PsniH!UBMBr(i 7 )OSft 9 nra 8 d&-n-o — 

4 ftPQF»-UIH 0 yHI 9 aiU( 1 B 0 J 8 aMl»- 11 -O 

I 0 DP 0 - 1 MllIlMa( 814 >B(Wn«ll 5 -l 1-0 

• mOOBntASYDGndelto 6 - 18-0 

7 F-OIUaiOCUW( 17 ]AJ«M 67 -BM 

BuHtaw 7-4 MuHar Pugs. 7-2 Bragm L0y. 5-1 Ngp*m Boy. 6-t Rmr Tbn* B-l Hugia Cm^ 

r«lgyHaHin.ia-IVnerio* 7 i—« 
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1 664.0S2CSUBEffi(14)(D)CUm4-11-n 

a 21222-8 HOIAHBK (7) (as (pP)MUaOBMtfc >-11-6 

3 4DB548HAOOBBU(B)(D)JPUn7-1W 

4 13122 M lHA 7 iiHnnTinT(iT)(a)TTliimmi.lniwa 6 -W -^3 
813023 - BOPHB BAT (M0 0 L Moore 4 -tO-e 
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Morceli, vko was cemsid- 
ered to be unsuited by the un^ 
dulations at Cheltenham, is 
expected to put up a displv 
more in keeping with his sub- 
sequent Aliftree victory over 
Ttamring Paddy and Camitiov. 

But a strong gallop over 
fhia ovt«mdflri two mlles and 
three Airlongs will only play 
Into the hands of Richard 
Dunwoody on Sound Mom 
(1.5^, who travels well off a 
ftist pace and can quJric^ at 
tbefini^. 

Thft Grand National fences 
loom large fbr the 10 runners 
In the Crowftier Homes Be- 
eber Handicap Chase at Ain- 
tiee. Tbey include last year's 
first and second here. Into 
Ihe Red and Feathered Gale, 
plus the Grand National 
third. Over The DeeL 

Young Hustler, who has 
failed to get round in ftie last 
two Nationals, also has some 
experience of the big ob- 
stacles — thou^ perhaps not 
gnough to enable htan to defy 
igw t this afternoon. In receipt 
of 2 st, Sir Peter Lely < 1 . 35 ) is 
prefened. 

Sharper for a run at Wethr 
eihy, where he did not wear 
his customary visor, Sir Peter 
Lely negotiated 18 of the Ain- 
tree fences when fburfii be- 
hind Dublin Flyer in last sea- 
sm's John Hu^ies MexnoriaL 


Nottingham 


18.59 trap rpQiiH* 
1.0S FI**b fc i i tora et o r 
1.404p*aWFMd 


Staying on well in the cl(» 
ing stages, he had Veleda n, 
another of today’s rivals, 
nearly seven lengths oehuui 
him in sixth. On the prej-ail- 
ing fast ground. Sir Peter Lely 
gt x)uid have the stamina to 
see out this three miles and 
three ftirlongs. 

(^reenhill Raffles, who was 
running on when he fell two 
out in the John Hughes, will 
go close if he manages a clear 
round. But be was on the 
floor again at Kempton last 
tiiTiP and his "course” win at 
Aintree was over the smaller 
Mildmay fences. 

The Stanley Leisure Chil- 
dren In Need Handicap Hur- 
dle should less of a heart- 
stopping affair. The nap goes 
to Keep Your Distance 
( 1 , 00 ), winner of six races on 
the Flat ♦hie year who contin- 
ued in the same groove when 
returned to jumping at 
Newcastle. 

Mary Reveley’s five-year- 
old remains on a good mark 
and his Flat speed will be a 
potent weapon round this 
sh^ track. _ 

Back at Ascot. Run Up The 
Flag ( 1 . 20 ) has a major 
chance in the Gardner Mer- 
chant Handicap Chase 
following his promising third 
to Eibreet over a totally inad- 
equate two miles at Chep- 
stow. He won over this three 
milto last season and has 
been ^'oured by an over- 
ni gtit irise of I 41 b in the 
wei^its. 
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1 jOO (am 0 1 . UVB.Y KMOKr. L 

ABpell(6Mla»:a.lra*»QMrteft(7-4); 
IM aiMta* (7-1). 6 ran. auo. (J Gl 
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DualP: CIDSa CSP: £21.40. 

8.10 ^ Hd*)i 1, FOXBCW, J Oebome 
(7-1); *, OrasMe D aB ywr (20-1); a. Nor, 
*■(**• 19(6-1). 11-4 lav &an« Hill. B ran. 
ID, IE |0 Sherwood) Tow: £7.20; EEia 
C2.70, 06.70. Dual R £57.6a Trio. £171.10. 
CSF:£lQ5.7a 

SAO (8» 0 Hdto) 9 . LJJMSB ACWOlft J 
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RUGBY UNION : A DAY OF INTERNATIONALS 


Robert Amislrong on the gambling instinct of the England manager and the questionmark over his team’s ability to make it pay off 

Rowell out to be fast and loose 


E ngland have been 
oat of action for five 
months since the 
World Cup, yet the 
manager Jack 
Rowell Is arguably under 
greater pressure than liie 
pU^ers themselves to Justiiy 
'♦hangpg in style and person- 
nel for today's intamational 
against SouQi Africa. 

With the game in turmoil 
off the field, Rowdl is ab 
tempting to foster a revoln- 
ikm on it that some coaches 
believe is too ambitlOQs. 

Since 1988 Bn gland’s great- 
est asset has been the 
strength and control of the 
forwards — Wiuterbottom, 
Dooley, Richards, Moore, 
Johnson and Rodber among 
them. Behind the scrum 
Andrew, Carling. Webb. Hill 
and the Underwoods bnfit 

Test careers on the back of 
all-powerfol packs. 

Now Rowell seeks to trans- 
form Engand’s entire rogl^ 


colture, which has never been 
pretty, rarely entertaining 
hot of ten efibctive. 

The former Bath coach be- 
lieves foe Htnft has come for 
England to play it fast and 
loose, moving the bail rapidly 

thmiigh handQ 

The drawback is that whm 
the players came under genu- 
ine pressure they began to fol- 
ter, against Scotland last 
March, and then to founder, 
against New Zealand and 
EYance in the World Cop. 

Since England returned 
home Rowell has kept Carling 
in subtense &« months over 
the captamcy, advised Moore 
not to retire and then dropped 
him and recalled Andy Robin- 
son aft&r overlooking anofoer 
pocket dynamo in Ne0 Back. 
Among modem Test coaches 
Rowell is unusual in that he 
relies on a gambler’s instinct. 

By his own high standards 
this year has be^ profounily 
disappointing. Thon^ it is 


not true, as one coach 
claimed, that Rowell has 
''conned the public*’, bis pre- 
World CiQ) promise of etcpan- 
sive rugby now seems wishful 
foinkh^ The dang iw is that 
today South Afiica will shat- 
ter England’s fragile 
cmfidence. 

But Rowell has no regrets 
about his chosen path even 
thou^ Bath are foe only suc- 
cessful standard-bearers of an 
eqianstve style in the Cour- 
age League. "Since I've been 
involved with Rn giaiiii rve 
had a sense of where our 
game needs to go to compete 
on foe wm'ld stage,’' he said. 
‘"Hie Five Nations ChmploD- 
shlp is impartent and excit- 
ingbut I b^ve we must look 
beyond that and develop a vi- 
mon for foe futnxe. 

"Our rugby must be fit to 
be served at foe same table as 
anyone alse's. I thought ee 
much when I had my very 
joyful experience with Bath. 


The French have the ability 
to be at the top. so have New 
Zealand, and South Africa 
have ^ their act together 
again. The rugby world has 
dianged and England need to 
compete. 

"we are breaking the 
mcNild of stop-start rog^ and 
taming it into a game for 
spectators and, in particular, 
TV viewers, though tradition- 
ally it used to be a game for 
the planters.** 

However, the national pro- 
gramme of re-edueati(m the 
Rugby Football Union would 
need to undertake to put nMiVt 
on Rowell’s bones is imlikely 
to g^ for in view of the clubs’ 
fiwidom to choose their own 
playing ^le. 

Still. Rowell makes no apol- 
ogy for Us determination to 
bring aboot change. “Last 
year's tour to South Africa 
denonstrated the need fbr 
efaan^. Their game was very 
qoick. very powerful, foil of 


movement and fl^biUty. In- 
deed players like Steve Bates, 
Dean Ryan and Stuart 
Barnes, who were all in fi>e B 
team, got into their way of 
playing quicker tvum out es- 
tablished internationals. 

“When we came back some 
of the players said we must 
play in a oevi way and last 
season Wasps, to give them 
their due, pla^ rugby foil of 
movement and scored many 
tries. This season Bafo have 
picked foe mantle and now 
that the clubs have begun to 
realise tbeir own power 
wtthm foe gawta foey have 
foe capacity to develop an 
agreed paying style. 

"Clubs should accept foat 
when the national side flour- 
ishes foe whole flour^ 
iahes. If foe dubs play to a 
certain style it is not difScult 
to select players for the 
national side who don't have 
to be remoulded in a short 
Hmft At foe moment there is 


a lot of stalemate rugby 
among the clubs which does 
not allow players to step 
straight on to the xrorld stage 
with a fitting chance." 

Rowell is a w ar m, out- 
spoken Geordie with a low 
boredmn threshold and a lim- 
ited tolerance' of foiltire — 
traits whidi may well in- 
crease his impatience with 
the Rngiand SQuad if they 
prove unable to ddiver ^ 
type cf peifbrmance he wants. 

He has chostei a high-risk 
strat^y which probably only 
he is bold enou^ to carry off 
Bron so he may be addng the 
plasters for a great deal more 
in terms of tedinique and 
flexibility than they have to 
cCfer. Some of the current ten- 
sions in flie squad indicate a 
wor r y lu g gulf between foecry 
and practice which could 
widen dramaticsilly against 

world-class opposttirm. 

But with a flite disregard 
for defensive caution. RoweU 



Roweil the hi^-risk revolutionary photograph: tom jenmns 


declared: "We must get used 
to games with scores like 
45-30 rather than 25-12. If we 
get in to fliat type of game we 
can light up the rugby world. 

"Last year Geoff Cooke [foe 
previou s manage:] told me 
that jgn giaTid were playing at 
anofoer level after eight years 
of structured rugby. Unfortu- 
nately we could not sustain it 
under foe pressure of foe 


Vforid Cup, because you need 
to go into that competition 
with years of squad manage- 
ment with foe same players 
behind you. 

"We are trying now to take 
a big stride forward and face 
the challenge of the southern 
hemisphere. I haw tasted in- 
ternational rugby and en- 
joyed it and I can see where 
B^and need to go next." 
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England v South Africa at Twickenham 

Underdogs ready 
to slip their leash 


R obe rt Ai ma tro i i fl 


W ILL CARLING and 
JadE RoweU yea- 
ttetiay east foem- 
selves as the Twee- 
dledum and Tweedledee of 
pessimistic forecasts regaM- 
ing the outcome of today's m- 
ternational against the 
SpringbdB. 

Ihe Bngiana captain em- 
phasised his side’s role as 
''heavy underdc^", a down- 
beat foeme he has pursued all 
week, while the Rri gianH man- 
ager, not unreascmahly, de- 
scribed foe world champions 
as "clear favourites who 
could cut loow” against his 
transitional side. 

Both Carling and RoweU 
know enou^ about the deli- 
cate chemistry of Test rugby 
to avoid the pitfalla of talkine 

3 good Tnaiti^ a gaiTMt foe 

Springboks before a baU has 
b^ kicked. AU the pressure 
to perform wiU be on South 
Africa, who are determined 
not to tsU off their gbld-idatBd 
perch worth £140.000 a man in 
foeir final fixture of a truly 
mommitous year. 

The Springboks do not need 
extra motivaticm to beat Eng- 
land at any time, yet this 
week their squad has been 

S tefol for every incident 
t provokes a fre^ surge of 
adrenalin. The other night at 
foe South African Embassy 
one ^uingbok toward curdy 
dismissed England's fly-haff 
Mike Catt as "a player I just 
don’t rate at aU", making ag- 


grieved eap^ oat of Catf s 
earlier diS Tniasa] of Frempois 
Pienaar as "an ordinary 
pilayer". 

Soch verbal skirmishing 
predictably counts for little 
when set beside the blunt sta- 
tistics of recent encounters 
between foe two nations. In 
the pi^ flitee years Rn gUtid 
twice beat foe Springboks, 
33-10 and 33-15, before suSsr- 
tng a heavy defeat 27-9. fo 
the second Test in <^pe Town 
last year. South Africa have 
Tin t' won at Twicktejham ghiep 
1961, whm they registered foe 
only score.of foe afternoon, a 
oun verted txy- 

NaturaUy h suits England, 
who have capped the hooker 
Mark R^an for the first time 
and recalled the 31-yearold 
fianicpT Andy RobinsteL to 


pay their humble respects to 
foe Worid holdets. Afto 
all, Caziing in tandem with 
G«dr Cboke paid foe same 
kind of Up«ervioe to the 1998 
AU Blacks bdore chalking up 
a famous Twickenham 15-9 
victany. Last June Rowdl 
praised Australia to fiie skies 
before putting the 1991 cham- 
pions out of the World Cop. 

England are frequently 
more dangerous when their 
squad is pervaded by a sense 
of unease, a lurking fear of 
complete humiliatiaQ. As Car- 
ling renaiked, it will take an 
esceptlonal performance to 
overcome the Springboks but 
foe edge of anxiety foat often 
^urs on foe underdogs has 
been evident during Eng- 
Imd’s training sessions this 


Twickenham teams 


ENOLAND 

J Canard (Bathl 16 
D Heptoy (Wasps) 14 
W Carting (Harlequins, capQ IS 
4 Quaeott (Bath) 12 
R Ifndararood (Leicester) 11 
M Catt (Bath) 10 
K Braekan (Bristol) 9 
4 Lsonard (Harisqulra) 1 
m Itegan (Bristol) 2 
VUbogu(Bath) 3 
M4ohnaon (Lefeestsf) 4 
H BayflaM (Northampton) 5 
T Bo db ar (Northampton) 6 
A RoUnaon (Bath) 7 
B eiartn (Bath) - 8 


SOUTH AFRICA 

A Joiibarl 
4(NMsr 
4Mnldar 
H La Roux 
C WfiBama 
JSteanaky 

. 4 van dar'WaattiiAaan 
T van dar Linda 
JDallon 
TLaubachar 
KWIaaa 
HAndrawa 
R Knigar 
FvanHaaadan 
F Planaar (capt) 


_ _ P d« QWiHH* IBWh). D Pmiv (MrMMiNl. M Dmoi 

(NorthMnplcin}, 0 RoivnIrM Micoter), Q Onw L OdlasUe 

! J Snail. H HenlbaU. J Roux, w Mayor, C Rooooiwr. R avoouu. 

I J Romlng (SeeilMd 


past Tnnnth Even old siqier 
ego hfanseiC Victor Ubc^ 
bis been strangely subdued. 

Just how seriously Eng- 
land’s new playmaker Catt 
wlU take the concept of ex- 
pansive rugby remains to be 
seen. "I shaU kick when I 
thtnv it*s the right thtrtg to do 
and 1 won't do anything 
siUy.** promised Catt, which 
indireetly suggests foe new 
right wing Damian Hopley 
may Tint see much baU ontU 
England cross halfway or 
until he goes locdong for it 
himself. 


Instead of rumbling on 
about England’s "excellent" 
back-row forwards the 
Sprmgboks might have been 
more explicit about their true 
intentiaQ. th^ they 

have come not to praise Rob- 
inson but to biuy 'htm. After 
years of claiming tha.t 5ft ^ 
flankers are too small for Test 


rugby, England have at last 
chosm the Bafo No. 7 t o tate 
on some of the biggssL stron- 
gest loose forwards in the 
world. The irony will not be 
lost on foe man who waited 
six years for anofoer chance. 

One suspects England’s 
efforts to develop a &sL flexi- 
ble game will llouilsta or 
come to grief in foe'hands of 
the halfbacks and the cen- 
tres. J^acken badly needs to 
reassert the authority at 
scrum-half be showed two 
seasons ago, Catt must pro- 
duce the creative flair already 
demonstrated at full-back. 
Carling has to let the ball, not 
his bo^, do the work and 
(Suscott, it must be hoped, 
win li^t the blue touch- 
paper with his own special 
spark. them all Cal- 

laid must kick bi« penalties. 

Recent victories by South 
Africa over Italy and Wales 
have underlined the chan^i- 
resilience tbeir ebil- 
ity to pace a game. Neverfoe- 
less at Twickenham they 
could be stretched to break- 
ing point if this proves to be 
one game too many. Certainly 
Bnghuid are ready to make 
tbekilL 

• England's wish to a Test 
against South Africa next 
May is unlikely to be granted. 
The South Africa Rugby Foot- 
ball Union chief executive Ed- 
ward Griffiths said the 
Springboks are already sched- 
uled to play 11 Tests in 1996 
sjod would struggle to accom- 
modate En^dand. 
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On his toes Jon Callard llmbere up fbr today's match wifil foe world champiaxis South Africa at Twickenham 

Callard back with points to enlarge 


Chris Hewett meets the goalkicking 
^ll-back England cannot quite ignore 


J ON CALLARD has 
made foe career jour- 
nsy from shop window 
to scrap-heap so many 
tiixtes over the last couple of 
years foat be must know foe 
route backwards. Fortunately 
to be sever needs a 

compass to find foe nearest 
set of goalposts. 

ft is safe to assume that, if 
Will Cariing and company are 
to detot South Africa at 
Twickaiham tx)day. they will 
need a substantial contribu- 
tion from thair goalkicking 
full-back. Ifhe comes up 'wtth 
foe pxxis. Callard will feel en- 
titled to a smug smile cu* two. . 

The 29-year-old school- 
master knows what it Is to 
kick his country to victory 
over a southem-bemisphere 
superpower. He did precisely 
that on his international 


debut against New Zfffllasd in 
1993 and, to p rove if was no 
flake, he went cm to save Eng- 
land's bacm in flie 199ft Cat 
outta Cup matrii at Mumy- 
field by landing a nerve- 
jangUng penalty on tile final 
whistle. 

Those heroics, however, 
were not eaou^ for Geoff 
Cooke and his selection panel 
One game later — a shambo- 
lic hmne defeat by Ireland — 
and CaDard was out on bis 
ear. It took an extraordinary 
combination of circum- 
stances — Jack Rowdl’s suc- 
cession to fha Tingljinri twotl . 
agerabip, Stuart Barnes’s 
early retirement Paul Hull’s 
faU from grace and Mike 
Catfs inability to hit a bam 
door with his right boot — to 
end his isolation. 

Even tiien finstiation was 


the name cf the game. Catfs 
startling impact as a Test fliU- 
back le ft CaD ard contemplat- 
tog an eternity of bemdi eer^ 
vice, and it was only ifoen 
Rob Andrew jiunp^ into Sir 
John Hall's po^et at Newcas- 
tle fliat a chink of light 
emerged. 

Th^ slings and arrows 
have given Callard a level- 
headed outlook on foe for- 
tunes of life. He remains an 
competitor but, when 
be takes foe field against 
the world champions this 
we ek end, be will savour the 
mament latiier than worry 
about it 

"So much has happened," 
he says, "so many and 
lows, so many big moments, 
so many disappointments. 
There 'was a *™p vriien 1 let 
flMse tilings get to me but 1 
flunk rve ebawgad fer the 
better. 

'T stiU work hard on my 
game — bardar than ever, 
IMtebably — but I have a 


dearer Idea of what 1 am look- 
ing for now. Playing such ad- 
venturous rugby at Bafo this 
season has hdiped me no end. 

“The hierarchy there — 
Brian Ashton, Jon HalL Phil 
de Glanville — have b^ tiie 
inst^tors of diange. Tve al- 
ways wanted to play fliis smt 
of game and Pm enjoying foe 
feet that everyone is reacting 
so wen to everyone else. 

“There’s an encouraging 
air of that about En gland, too. 
I’m not saying we're going to 
go out against flie Boks and 
play sevens rugby, 'niey^ 
foe world ebampit^ — wor- 
thy champions, in my view — 
and fliey demand respect but 
there is definitely an expan- 
sive mood in our camp at tiie 
moment" 

Callard can hardly forget 
touring South Afiica with 
England 18 months ago. 
Stamped on by the Eastern 
Province forward Elandre 
van den Berg during a vicious 
match !n Port Elimbeth, he | 


suffered extensive fecial dam- 
age and was hic^ to escape 
with his eyesight unimpair^ 
But fliat memory, he insists, 
win not affect bis mental 
preparations for today’s 
match. 

"As fer as I’m concerned, 
if s all forgotten. I have a lot 
of time for flie way the Boks 
have played over the last year 
or so and I’m delighted foat 
England are Starting their 
season by feeing them, rather 
than one of the emei^ing 
nations we would expect to 
beat by 40 or 50 points. 

"This is a real match 
against a real side, the sort of 
occasion that makes all the 
bard work worthwhile. I love 
the thought of testing myself 
against the best because I 
think it’s the only way of real- 
ising my own potential. 

“The moment I feel I've 
taken my rugby as fer as 1 
can. m lack It in. Needless to 
say, Fm nowhere near that 
stage yeL" 


France V New Zealand at the Parc des Princes 

Herrero back in the fold as France expand their hoitzons 


lanHalln 


T ony hallett, the 

Rugby Football Union sec- 
retary, was one of a handftU 
of lucky BngUsbmen in Tou- 
louse last weekend vriim, <m 
Armistice Day 1^ the banlfe 
of the River Garouie. Fkance 
silenced the big guns tf New 
Zealand. 

"Ifopeftilly tisat will set the 
standi for the northern 
hemisphere," be said after 
FVsmce's exhilarating 22-15 
win in the first match of the 
two-Test series. 


Hallett had bis on 

today’s game at Twickenham. 
And France certainly gave 
England encouragement by 


showing an expansive game 
can be played in a northern 
hemis];feate winter. 

France's coach Jean-Claude 
Skrela has no doubts that 
playing positive rugby will be 
foe way to repeat their series 
win over the All Blacks in 
New Zealand 15 months ago 
when the teams meet again in 
Paris today. "1 want us to be 
able to play total n^hy.” he 
said. 'Tfs something tbafs al- 
ways been uppermost in my 


mind. We’ve been working in 
this direction and we've 
begun to succeed.” 

The win came at the end of 
a traumatic week in which 
France's new team manager 
Andre Herrero resigned after 
being cai^ht In the cros sfi re 
a row between the pdayets 
and the French federation 
overpayments and ticket aSo- 
cations. Yesterday France’s 
new-found esywft de corps was 
demonstrated when Herrero 
was reinstated. 

France field the same side 
tofoiy but the All Blaete make 
foxae changes. The full-back 


Glen Osbonte replaces Jeff 
Wilson, who injured his 
shoulder in Toulouse. The 
coach Laurie Mains, in what 
will be his last game, has 
dropp^ the scrum-half Stu 
Forster and the blizid-side 
flanker Blair Larsen. They 
are replared by Liam Barry 
and Justin Marshall. 

RUNCa J L flidourftj: E ftenndc R 
Daum. T CoaianMa. P Suk-ab*« 
iupl * Ptaud P CirMnnuu: L 
8«Ba2«(9i. U 0# Rsuganem. C CiUtm, 
O P Paieus. P BwieiiDR. A 
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HEW TTM*™- G caberm: E RuUi. f 
Sunce W isle, » Lami. S Oittum. J 
MA»haH G Oc«V. S Pt&pek^di (apU O 
8ra«o I Jonn. R BracMe. I Bvry. M 
Jews. Z BnNite, 


Loadsamoney! 


Southern hemisphere stars 
now awash with Murdoch cash 
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DECEMBER LAUNCH ISSUE ON SALE NOW f 
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Ireland v Fgi at Lansdowne Road 

From nowhere man 


Chariw Edwarda 


S AISS of foe match 
programme in Dublin 
this afternoon may be 
somewhat higher than 
usuaL Pot delvtag into the 
pen pfetoras will be the 
only way by which the ma- 
jority of the Irish support- 
ers wiU be able to acquaint 
themselves vrith their coun- 
try’s scrmn-balf, Chris Sa- 
verimatto of Sale. 

"Chris Who?” many Irish 
followers must have asked 
themselves when the team 
was announced last Sun- 
day. If that final letto 0 
was at the start, not the 
end, of the new man’s sur- 
name, it would have had a 
rather more local ring 
toil 

But the home fens long 
ago became accustomed to 
being thnrra the odd wob- 
bly foe nartnnat sdec- 
tors. Saverimutto apart, 
they will also . have won- 
dered at foe chedee of Neil 
Doak as reserve serum-half 
today. His greatest sporting 
claim to fame so far is the 


fact that he caught and 
bowled Brian Lara for nine 
when Ireland played foe 
West Indians in Dublin last 
July. 

Savertmotto has looked 
very good in training — 
strong, cocky, athletic and 
a very swift passer of the 
balL Bis half-back partner 
Paul Burke is also a quidc 
distribntor. For once the 
wings Simon Geoifoegan 
and Richard Wallace may 
get to handle tlm ball in 
play lufoer thaw pickii^ it 
up now and again when it 
goes into touch, ^riiich has 
tented to be fhelr lot In foe 

P^ 

And Saverimutto should 
help the land of his grand- 
parents relish a rare vic- 
tory today. 
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Scotland vWSamoa at Murrayfleld 

Hooker the first faller as 
Scots gallop into new era 


Gordon Lylo 


T he tapes have no sooner 
gone up on the new profes- 
sional era than it would ap- 
pear the Scottish Rugby 
Union has ^oped off and 
charged into the first obstacle 
with a resounding clatter. 

It emerged on the eve of 
Scotland’s opening interna- 
tional of the season that Gra- 
ham Ellis, a nominated 
replacement who was injured 
at the first training session 
after the team officially as- 
sembled and was forc^ to 
pull out. would not be entitled 
to any foare of today’s match 
foe, thou^t to he in foe 
region of £2.000. 

"Sorry, but fliatis foe luck 
of the Fm afivud,” said 
McLeod, the SRU vice- 
president 

The treatment of the Currie 
hooker cast a shadow over 
Scotland’s final preparations, 
after whidi the director 
wwfthTTig Jim Telfer sought to 
l>iay down the feet that the 
tpam . who have so fer lefesed 
to sign contracts but are ex- 
pected to receive remunera- 


tion ncmetbeless, are on foe 
threshold of a new pay-for- 
playera. 

"Contracts have not been 
discussed this weekend. 
They'll be playing for the jer- 
sey and for the honour of 
playing Sor Scotland," said 
Telfer. 

This will be the first inter- 
national since Rmnania were 
encountered in August. 1991, 
that Scotland have fielded, a 
team without either Gavin 
Ifestipgs, who has retired, or 
his brother Scott who is 
recovering from concussion, 
and the first occasion at 
Murrayfield since 1985. 

Rob Wainwri^t is foe new 
captain, Rowen Shepherd 
tairpc Gavin Hastings’ full- 
back spot and goalkidcing 
duties ^ to Michael Dods. 

SeOTUNDi R SIwpfcwV (Edinburan 
Andenueate: H n a S a, O Taim— wl 
(Ml NDRhMipton}. a SIM (MsIroMl. K 
Loom ISuRms CnMy); C ChMara, S 
Tiikiiili (Dooi Heiress): D hiim (Bam), 
J IM iHBWicIi). P BorMlI (London 
ScattMii.aWMr(Newca9le O.ocranbi 
(Bavvbs*L 9 Wntnwrlsiit (Vies) 
Hartepeol, apt). > SttaWi lOieiiGsetor). S 
ReM (Boranohmuta 

WRSTBm SAMOA: V Man; B LkM, T 
Vneg» G f fSiBpi, A TpMai D KMM^ 
J FSwhi m Wn. T liliiaiHiiluu, r 

FaSHofa, L MtanDw, P * S 

KMMn. S VHCaU, e tam (onpU. 








- 



10 SPORTS NEWS 


ONE MORE CHAPTER IN THE VENABLES SAGA 


David Lacey on the dilemma for Lancaster Gate posed by the continuing clouds over the England coach as the European Championship approaches 

Rumour factory tests FA’s resolve 
H 


The Quardian Sat urday November 18 1995 

Howay 
the 
bird, 
lads 


AD Terry Venables 
been a fly co) the 
wall in the Wem- 
bley press room be- 
fore England 
played Switzerland on 
Wednesday he would not 
have been pleased by what be 
heard. For amid fiie usoal 
pre-match hubbi^ the docsns- 
day scenario of die Football 
Association being fbreed to 
cdiange its England coach dur- 
ing the run-up to the 1996 
European Cbampionahip was 
under serious discussion. 

Discussion, moreover, by 
people who believe that Vena- 
bles oc^t not to be prejiu^ed 
according to the latest ^b- 


nloff of insinuation and innu- 
endo dripping firom the septic 
tank at White Hart Lane but 
should receive the FA's ftiU 
unless or until some- 
tiling is proved against bim. 

As flies on walls go. Vena- 
bles would an>ear to have less 

to fboni DDT than the 
DTL die Department of T^ade 
and Industry, if its Investiga- 
tion into his part in the Tot- 
tenham takeover finds evi- 
dence c£ a breach of the 
Financial Services Act llite 
remains speculation but it is 
also another test of the associ- 
ation’s resolve to stick by its 

man. 

fjgt- Saturday, nettled by a 


report that an anonymous 
member of the international 
committee had broken ranks 
and aired to a newspapo: his 
doubts about Venables’s nu- 
merous civil court cases, the 
FA reaffirmed its commit- 
mmit to the coach it had ap- 
pointed 22 Tnonthg ea rl ie r as 
well as revealing that Scot- 
land Yard bad been investi- 
gating “a concerted and orga- 
nised campaign to discredit 
him.” 

A vote of confidence in Ven- 
ables was considered unnec- 
essary. But this did not pre- 
vent the FA ehairman, Sir 
Bert Millichip, and tiie diair- 
man of the international oom- 


mittee, Noel White, doing pre- 
cisely that 

Subsequently Venables's 
most persistent media 
hounds, far from being 
thrown off the scent, have 
be«i baying afresh giving 
the impression that the Ei%- 
land team is being run by a 
cross between Paffloe ar>d Mr 
Jln^ 

Ihe FA can hardly reiterate 
its &itii in the national coach 
without giving the impres- 
sion that it is protesting too 
much. But if more allega- 
tions were published, and it is 
hard to believe that the stock 
has been exhausted, a lapse 
into Lancaster Gate’s silent 


routine would simply 
he^ten speculation about 
Venables's England fiitore. 

• As one wrote shortly before 
he was appointed, at the be- 
ginning last year, Venables 
has been finmd gitilty of no 
crime and has not been 
charged with any offence. Al- 
legations of financial impro- 
priety at Tottenham have 
bera just tiiat and nothii^ 
more. It still is not the man 
that is the problem, it is his 
situation. 

Yet had the FA realisel 
what precisely ttiis situation 
ent^ed. would it have given 
Venables the job? As 

it is. it can only wait upon 


events, not so much the out- 
come of Venables dispute 
wjtii Alan Sugar, the Spurs 
chairman, but the outcome of 
the DTTs investigation and. 
of course, the result of the 
Premier League's inquiry 
Into the Teddy Sherin^iam 
transEn-. 

This is a time fbr strong 
nerves. A look of consterna- 
tion crossed Sberingbam’s 
face ttiis week when a TV 
reptnta' . asked him if he iblt 
he had paid back Venables’s 
Ikith in his international abil- 
ities. It was an innocent ques- 
tion but the word ”paid” ap- 
peared, momentarily, to 
throw the player. 


When the FA appointed 
Venables it was understood 
that it wanted escape clauses 
in his contract whi^ w ould 
release the association from 
liability in the event of future 
allegations. By the same 
txdcea, Venables would never 
have signed a contract which 
did not aflbrd him reasonable 

protection. 

The FA should be able to 
live witti the vituperative 
back pages and it has always 
known that some of Venab- 
les’s acquaintances were 
more Runyon than Bunyan. 
Nevertheless tiie times are, in 
every sense of the word, 
intriguing. 


Two years in the life 
of England’s coach 


Martin Thorpe details Terry Venables’ 
tangled affairs outside the dug-out 


January 28. 1994 
Venables appointed. 

January 30 

News emerges that DTI is In- 
vestigating Venables. 
FehroaryS 

Venables's former lawyer 
Mmrk Stephens issues High 
Court writ against him, 

rlaiming ulQiaid bill of £6,000. 
Februa^lO 

MatWest Bank Issues High 
Court writ against Venables 
rifliming £86,^. Venables de- 
nies any knowledge of it 
FebramT23 

High Court grants Venables 
time to contest compulsory 
winding-iq> order i^atost his 
company Edenzuite brou^ 
by Spurs’ owner Alan Sugar. 
Sugv claims unpaid legal 
costs arising from Venables's 
unsuccerful action to gain 
reinstatement at Tottenham. 
February 26 

Venables due in Eli^ Court 
on Feb 19, 1996 to recover 
£150.000 he claims he is owed 
by FA councillor Paul Kirby, 
a former business partner. 
Kirby threatens counter- 
claim for money owed to bdm. 
Marchs 

England 1, Denmark 0 
Maxnh 12 

Venables served with in- 
voices fixmi faJs fonnef laywer 
Brian Fugler for £312,000. 
Venables issues writ claiming 
XK^igence. 

May 12 

Venables’s company Eden- 
note wound up in High Court 
over unpaid legal fees of 
£183,000 awarded to Spurs and 
Sugar following Venables’s 
unsuccessful case to gain 
reinstatement at the club. 
May 17 

England 5, Greece 0 
May 22 

England 0, Norway 0 
June 14 

FA finds Spurs guilty of fi- 
nancial ixr^ularities, some 
when Venables was manager. 
August 12 

Fraud inquiries into bribery 
allegations involving Vena- 
bles and the Sheringham deal 
aredrojg)ed. 

Septembw 7 

England 2, United States 0 
October 12 

England 1. Romania 1 
October 28 

Panorama's second pro- 
gramme on Venables allying 
illegal business dealings. Ven- 
al^ denies all^ticms and 
has issued libel writs against 


botti programmes (the first 
one was screened on Sept 16, 
1993). 

The FA'S chief executive 
Graham says: “The pro- 
eramme presented no evi- 
dence to cast doubt on his 
qualfficatioos to be the En^ 
land fo^ball coach, or on his 
capacity to do the job.” 
November 2 

Venables’s former solicitors 
Finers bring High Court 
bankruptey petition a^inst 
Venabl^ over a bill of ^000. 
Vi^ttidrawn after bin paid. 
Nov^ber 8 

En gland squad announced for 


game witti Nigeria. 
November 10 

Liquidator Venables’s com- 
pany Edennote lemoved by 
Hig h Court judge because he 
sold the company’s only sub- 
stantial asset to Venables 
without inviting c^ers from 
other creditors. Decision fol- 
lows action taken by Sugar 
and Edennote creditors. 
November 16 
Bn^and 1, Nigeria. 0 
November 23 

Lowe Bell, Venables’s f<miier 
PR adviser, still claiming 
long-standing unp;^ bill of 
£7,^ for woik done. 
December 2 

Lowe BeU was about to sue 
Venables for bankruptcy 
wbmi tbe bill was paid. 
February 1995 
Whitbread goes to Hi^ Court 
in an attempt to wind up one 
of Venables’s companies 
Deptfasubmzt ftiaimiwg unpaid 
debt of over £20,000. 

February 15 

Irdtend 1, Rngland 0 (aban- 
doned after 27min) 

March 29 

ttwgigiid O- TTmapngy 0 
Junes 

England 2, Japan 1 


Junes 
Engdand 3, Sweden 3 


June 11 
England 1, Brazil 3 
July 15 

Venables says he will sue 
John Bi^ director-general of 
the BBC, be ignored 

warnings that Panorama al- 
legedly relied on copies of 
stolen documents. 

July 19 

Whitbread sues Venables 

again in Hig h COUXt OV8T 

same debt 
July 19 

A tvwnpnny which produced a 
Venables video seeks to have 
him declared bankrupt in ttie 


High Court rfahninp debt of 
£10,000. Vmiables pays up. FA 
says: “Ail we are concerned 
about Is who he picks for Eng- 
land Mwd bow they play.” 
September 6 
Enfdand 0, Colombia 0 
Between Augrust and 
Odober 

Customs and Excise under- 
stood to have visited Venab- 
les’s club Scribes West over 
alleged Vat arrears. A repay- 
ment deal allegedly agreed. 
October 2 

Venables reaches out-of-court 
settlement with Tottenham 


deputy diairman Tbny Berry 
over libel in Venables’s auto- 
bii^praphy. The bookfs pub- 
lish^ and the new^per that 
serialised extracts pay six-fig- 
ure costs and dams^es. 
Octobers 

En^and squad announced for 
Norway game. 

October 10 
Norway 0. Ei^Iand 0 
October 13 

London solicitors Finers 
issue Orart writ against 
Venables claiming £10,000 
debt Bill understood to have 

been paid that day. 

October 19 

Voiables's business associate 
E^e Ashby is arrested over 
allegations of conspiracy to 
defraud. Bailed to reappear. 
0ctober27 

Labour MF Kate Hoey reveals 
DTI still investigating 
Venables. 

November 2 

Nick Trainer, Venables’s so- 
Ucttor, wins unqualified apol- 
ogy. damages and costs from 
The Sun over story alleging 
that Trainer's appUcation to 
become an agmt provided a 
conflict ofinterest for 
Venables. 

November? 

Venables announces squad 
fbr Switzerland game. 
Novembers 

J^frey Fugler case opens (see 
Thependj^fite^. 

November 11 

Unnamed member of FA'S in- 
ternational committee ex- 
presses ‘’disquiet” about all 
the allegations about 
Venables. 

November 12 

FA reveals timt police are in- 
vestigating Vpnahlas ’a claim 
of ctmspiracy to pervert the 
course of justice. Noel White, 
chairman of FA international 
n fti pwii ftflB, backs Venables. 
November 15 
England 3. Switoeziand 1 
Kelly says: “Our support fbr 
the coaiAi remams 

unchanged.” 



Taking care of business Venables holds coni*t fbr England photograph; carry weaser 


Birmingham legal threat to Italians 


Russan Thomas 
and Ian Ron 


.IRMINGHAM yester- 
kday issued a blow-by- 
’blow version of the 
Anglo-Itallan (^ brawl in 
Ancona and announced they 
were considering legal actlmi 
tftheirown. 

In response to "outragMus 
comments” coming out of 
Italy Birmingjiam said “we 


have spoken to all of the play- 
ers involved and it is our in- 
tention to consider our posi- 
tion before deciding to take 
action against the coarii Mas- 
simo Caceiatori and gainst 
any of foe Ancona players". 

Caceiatori r emains In hos- 
pital with eye and fecial inju- 
ries but Bimin^iam’s tbr^ 

page report brands him foe 

pitma instigator of the trou- 
ble, f^aiTnmg be attacked two 
players on the pitch, punched 


ttje coatfo David Howell in 
two separate incidents and 
in foe manager Barry 
Ibiy'sfeoe. 

In foe in which 

Caceiatori was hurt, Birming- 
ham claimed Liam Daish 
acted in sdf-defenoe, pushing 
foe coach away after foe de- 
fender was “gabbed by the 

Michael Jofanaon 
and Howell are under investl- 
gation by Italian police after 


being named by their oppo- 
nents as the culprits. If 
charged and found guilty, 
they would face prison teims 
of up to three years. 

Bnt Birmin^uun’s owner 
David Sullivan said he 
doubted whether Itely would 

Start extradition proceedings. 
If they did, it would be 
strongly opposed. “They as- 
saulted our players in foe 
first case on the pitch.” 

Tomas Brolin has under^ 
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Rally Infonnation 

Update: 0891 333 616 

Rally Route 

Stage location times: 0891 333 662 

Rally Fax 

More /n/b. and resuits: 0891 66 22 30 
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TEAM SHEET 


Aston Villa V Newcastle 

Tommy Johnsoo meim Mo third ftort of 
the iniTwn lor VHte alter improaoirtg 00 a 
ateawute th M win at Weal Ham but Aney 
Townaand if rvted out with a tool in^ 
MKi Slaw* Sttcinton may root attar making 
kte llrot appaarance te a menn lor Ota 
Ripirhnr ol Irelaad bi LMon. Nowcaatla'a 
Lee Clatk is III again asar mb stng three 
masiMi. 

Backbum v Nottan Forest 

Hanning Bei^ te likeir to rapiaea toa in- 
ivi«e Ian Paarea al »e heart et ate staok- 
bum datenee, wHh Jtof Kanna lilBng hi at 
rlghteaek. Saart RIpMv Is m to ranim and 
there Is mouitlDg praaaura tor toe return 
01 the Bkiher Chrta Sutton. Sieve Stone 
(tendon] Is expoctod to tefte Mi ptaoe fti an 
Mdian^ Pmesi ilne-up. 

BoRoii V West Ham 

Belteii am eenaldaring using Sasa Cuiae 
In a tree role hi midflald «tb Ftoilan Oe 
PrsKas set to deputise lor Mtai Peata- 
lanon (g^n atram- West Ham replaaa 
the auspanM Julian Dl^ Mto Kalto 

RoNtond and, ivito tea etoar rmi-bOBk TIra 

toeiM>er lit again. Steve Pwa may revert 
Id eeneeJuM. 

Leeds V Ch e ls e a 

Laede will assess Tomas Brotei'a fiineai 
beiera dacMmg wlwtoer b give him hto 


debut. The len-b^ Tony Dorlgo retwne 
alter a Hv»maiS) ateenca hi place ot 
John P em berton, who eterte a toree-mptoh 
ban. and Gory Spaed e ecpeeiad « 
recover ham an ankle Injury. Chelsaa 
toe nine playare hi|ind. including Ruud 
GuBd. Frank Sinclair and Terry Phelan. 
Ban PetresGU will make his debuL 

UvsnkOei V Everton 

Sian CeBymore'B Uverpool ream may be 
delayed altar hia moiiier was netted lo 
boapliai biH Jaaen uoAtoer MU atort in 
pMw M -Mnue Radatapp, ruled out alter 
jlritobie out at England's nmkdi aaainai 
toaltzarland. .toe Royte has nanmd an un. 
anenged B rarion souad. 

Man Utd « Souttiamirton 

Keane atarte a ioui-mateh ban ter 
United and Seutoampton'e htellhew Le 
Tlester Is carving a ena.mBteh bati. United 
wiD dadde betwaen Brian MeCtelr. Lee 
Sharpe and DavU Bedoiam tor the mld- 
fleM vacancy «Mle Southampton'a M- 
agau) N«d Maddlaen and David Hughes 
eempato wHh Tommy Widdrlnglen lor Le 
Ttealar’B posidon. 

8heH Wed v Han City 

Ktes Ingssaon'a esparbire In Bwl tesi 
woak has ten wattoMeajra Davie Ptest 
wtto a a toe ci km noser. Andy Pearce could 
9MP kite toe defence While Andy Sbnon Is 
fH again aHor missing hte atecs last rrmtoii 


lined his unease at moving to 
En gland by insisting he is 
allowed to leave Leeds at ttie 
end of this season if he wants. 

The Swedidi inteinational 
striker coumleted his £L3 mil- 
lion transfer from Parma yes- 
terday and revealed his lucra- 
tive 21^-year contract has an 
escape clauro written into it 
‘ Pr^lrn fe cl*****- tO hlS 

delnit; possibly as a substi- 
tute, against Chelsea at El- 
land today. 


at Chataoto Tbiqr Coton te m oily's squad 
lor the lira 6lM «lnee bid toe goal- 
keepor will be on toe bench. 

T oUe n l i are « Arsonal 

Spurs are mipeeiad te Inelwte TWdy Shm^ 
Inghm who pldod up a cBfpit strain In 
toiglBiiira wm over Switzerland. wiiRe A^ 
SBMi^ John Hvtosn nates Ms Rrsl start 
of the season In place « toe suapendod 
lanwH^L 


Wanbledofi v HHd dlei 




Ban Ekotei (toiee) may be bi Wknbtedon's. 
lina-ito after mlatong tow maktoes Out they 
are witoeui dm datender scon Pibgerald 
and utffity man Peter Pear through auspeiH 
elan. The centre-back Alan Reeves {thigh) 
nay return vihite the goaHtaBeer Paul 
HeaM has served a aie.niBiBh ban and 
replacea Simon Tracey. MMdteabreugh 
give Hbiise chacka M Bryan nebson, Nick 
Skrmby and Ngll Cor. 

TOMORROW 
QPR V Cowamry 

OPR hove an in]orr dcubi ever Trevar 6lr»- 
Clair and, wWi the mltoUldar Ian HeOeway 
and kill-baek OavU Bardatey beobmlng 
sumenBlotK, Ray WUkka may again oe 
preesed bite service. Coventry eapacl te 
give a debut to Richard Shaw and are 
booeted by the rswm el the gealKeeper 
Steve Ognzovic. 


AN Other 


LONG b^ore agents and 
bungs and dodgy Scandina- 
vian transfers this 25-year- 
old. 6ft tall Swe^h ama^ 
tear from Kungsbacka 
arrived in London at the 
start of the Fifties with the 
principal atw* of learning 
business methods and im- 
proving Us English. Help- 
ing to spare some red- 
breasts tbs embarrassment 
of rel^ation had not bemi 
on bis Itinerary, yet jn bis 
11 games for them he 
scored nine times, includ- 
ing a hat-tzick within sUfot 
of the nation’s biggest 
guns. Later he enjoyed a In- 
enitive career in Italy. He 
was also among his coun- 
try’s best tennis players. 
Last ueeft: Traor Francis 
(Birmingham, Detroit Ex- 
press. Bbrningham. Notting- 
ham Forest, Manchester City, 
Sampdoria, Atalanta, 
Rangers. QPR. Sheffield 
Wedwsday). 



Ferfimnanoe of the week: 
Steve Stone (England) who 

came off the bench to play a 

crucial role in rolling over 
Swxtxerland at Wembley. 


The 

pending 

file 


• INVESTIGATION by Official 
Receiver of Venables's former 
company 'Eciennote Is penefing 
Into what happened to £3 mOMon 
which Edermote made from sril- 
ing 3X million Tottenham shares 
three months before Edennote 
went Into Rquidatloa Investiga- 
tion could be^n in April followring 
court action to oonflnn a new 
Receiver. 

• THE verdict of two-year-old 
Premiership inquiry into rilega- 
tiore that a SO , 000 bung was 
paid during the transfer of Teddy 
Sheringham to Spurs when Vena- 
bles was manager, tnqiiry also in- 
vestigating other allesjsd false in- 
voices connected to Venables 
pFoWled by various newspapers. 
Date of verdet unfmown. 

• VBMABLES is due to appear 
before the PL bung inqiJiy for a 
third time, postibly in January. 
Also his business assoc ia te Edcte 
Ashby coitid be recalled. 

• V&iABLES Is claiming wrong- 
ful cBsmisssal fr^ his Tottenham 

by Sugar. No court date yet 

sett. 

• SUGAR iibd case against Ven- 
aUes: 10 alleged Hbeis on Sugar 
in Venables's autobiography in a 
cose where n is estlnnated costs 
will be £1 rnOlon. Hearing was set 
for January but after 9r Bert MiDi- 
chfo, the FA chairman, wrote per- 
sondiy to the >4gh Court, case 
pul back to October 1996, after 
the European Championships. 

• VB4ABLES still has a libel writ 
issued against Panorenw. No 
court date yet si^ 

• VBvlABLES is to evidence 
in Jeffrey Fuller High Court case 
on December 13, day alter Eng- 
land play Portu^ Earlier tttis 
month the case opened with mar- 
keting escecutlve Rjgler damfog 
£19AQ0 wee owed to him by Ven- 
ables for an unsucoessM carr>- 
paign to recruit members to 
Scribes West. Venables Is 
counter-suing for the same 
amount Fugler also aBeged Eddie 
Ashby tdd him about bungs arxl 
falsified documents which 
"Ashby seemed to be Indulging In 
on Vftnables' insrucUons”. Ashby 
and Venabies deny allegations. 

ft FUGLER asked to appear be- 
fore PL bung Inquiry regarding at- 
legations diout Sheringham. 

• FUGLER’s lawyer brother 
Brian goes to the H|^ Court next 
month daiming Venables owes 
ttim £312.000 In unpidd legal foes. 

• ANOTHER former Venables 
lawyer, Mark Stephens, stOI pur- 
suing Venables through High 
Court daiming unpaid debt of 
£8,000. 

• BREWERS WNtbread tddng 
Venables to court early next year 
ddming unpaid bin of £20,000. 


Golden goal 
to decide 
Irish tie 

VHE Republic cT Ireland’s 
I pl^-off with HoUand at 
Aufield on December 18 to see 
who qualifies for the Euro- 
pean Championship will be 
settled by the first goal scored 

in octra time if the teams are 

drawing after 90 minuiwe 
writes Dtujui Lae^. 

This is foe systi^ — "the 
(jolden Cjoal” — whldi will 
operate in the knock-out 
stages of tbe tournament 
proper. Penalties wlU only be 
used if the scores are still 
level at the end of the extra 
half-hour. The garw at An- 
field will be reforeed by Va- 
dim ^uk of Belarus. 

England foe host counby 

were confirmed as one of the 

four seeds by Uefe y^terday 
As the (htoup One seeds, they 
will play all their three open- 
ing matches at Wembley 
Other matches in this section 
win take place at Villa Pai^c. 

Provided England win 
Group One, foey will stay at 
Wembley for die quarterfin- 
als; if foey come second they 
will have to travel to Anfield. 
Denmark. Germany and 
^pain are the other seeds but 
foey must wait until the draw 
on December 17 in Birming- 
ham to discover where foey 
wiUbebased. ^ 

• Jade Charlton has 
to prepare his Irish squad fbr 
foe play-off in Cheshire and 
so avoid foe publicity dare in 
Dublin. They will be at 

a Macclesfield hotel. 


Soccer Diary 


Martin Thorpe 


•OT all tbe great mo- 
ments at St James’ 
_ _ Park are caused by 
the football. Read on. ‘*The 
realisation that an interest 
in bird watdiing and an en- 
for football are 
not necessarily mutually 
exclusive came on a 
Wednesday evening in 
September 1967. 

**There was a moderate 
south-easterly breeae blow- 
ing low clo^ on to the 
Northumberland coast. A 
quick dash to the seafront 
after school revealed good 
numbrnrs of common drift 
migrants in gardens, parks 
and patches of scrubland 
along the coast. There was 
no time to Unger, thougfo. 
Newcastle Unit^ had a 
home match. 

the time I reached 
the ground, the wind was 
blowing keenly up tbe Tyne 
with mist and a steady drl& 
zle b^inning to settle in. 

’’Newcastle took an early 
lead and there was a pause 
in prooeediags. Should 1 
have stayed at tiie coast? 
The floodlights were on and 
I looked around. A few feet 
above the heads of the Gal- 
lowgate End faithful were 
three Pied Flycatchers 
hawking from tbe metal- 
work at the fbot of tbe py- 
lon. It was truly a nu^ 
moment." From Bird 
Watching magaxine. as 
reprinted in The Mag. 

IBJELL. at least Millwall 
vfW tried. Boscombe 
Celtic, of the Boomemoutb 
Football Association Hay- 
ward Sunday League Div- 
ision Eight, are a team com- 
prising recovering 

alcoholics and drug ad- 
dicts. When they wrote off 
to League clubs asking if 
they had a spare Ut, only 
Millwall were generous 
enough to send ttiem one. 
Unfortunately Millwall’s 
shirt sponsor is Captain 
Morgan. 


ARIO LUSARDI, 
cousin of the topless 
model Linda, is iM^liualng 
to make a name in his own 
rl^t. He made his debut 
fbr the fltPR youth side last 
Saturday, coming on as a 
substitute after 70 minutes. 

built but with good 
tou(di and awareness, the 
15-year-old can look fi>r- 
waxti to a lot more ribbing 
about auntie as his profile 
increases. And yes, he does 
sometimes play btiiind the 
front two. 


felD yon know, and not a 
#lot of people do, that 
Hull City is the only league 
team without any letters 
yon can colour in? 

H OW fittiz^, the Cock- 
ney pronunciation of 
Newcastle’s French wing- 
er’s name — Dive Ginola. 

W HEN Scott Booth 
scored just before 
half-time to put .UmtlanH 
2-0 up against San Marino 
on Wednesday, yon m^t 
have tiioa^t that he would 
have been chuffed. But he 
went in for the biwafc look- 
ing quite sheepish. **Sorry 
about that boss,” he said to 
Craig Brown. 

Brown, fed up with Booth 
being caught offside in 
games, had told him before 
this one that, if he got 
caught out more than once 
in each halL he would be in 
trouble. By half-time Booth 
Md been caught offside 
three times. 


G RAHAM TAY 

knew ]t was not j 
to be bis week whei 
rabbit’s foot pullei 
Achilles te ndon. 

VHEREwasal 
■ script to tl 
Radio 5 On The 
meutary about J 
bo's appliance cM 
soccer. This hi 
success to manj 
but Was turned d 
F'A’s then coa 
premo Charles 
Jost to make sui 
bit was tine, Oi 
rang the FA. *- 
Charles Hugh< 
said a a 
you're better < 
the middle man 
direct to hhn.” 

^^d sure en< 
ow not score, 
went unanswei 


Oampoc 
^ wMiddles] 
oxBelal gar 
nowRiversi 
^toekend. A 
local pape 
players w 
pressed v 
^und but 
there were 
tors for the 

;S Gazza's 
rJvlsloa pr 
fe>uth? 


J. 


a:- 
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Cricket 


SPORTS NEWS 11 


SouthAfricavEngland;firstTest, second day i 

Russell the storm-trooper Jnse^hT^ 


Mfte Sehrey In Pretoria 


A n eleetricaJ storm 
of Transylvanian 
proportions un- 
leashed itself on 
Centurion Park 
here yesterday at around 
3.30pm and reduced it to a de- 
cent-sized boating lidse. 

Without wehbed ftet titere 
was never any diance that 
EIngland could continue th e ir 
ififitnga and then wade Into 
the South Africans. 

Ihe ground drains remark- 
ably well, howew. and. al- 
thou^ the thunder was still 
rumbling at the 
close, the surface water had 
gone, WTtii the prospect a 
prompt start today. 

As the storm descended. 
Jack Russell, with the last 
man Angus Fraser for com- 
pany. was just completing an 
idioayiiccatlc but invaluable 
half-century. 

He hdped Ei^land to 381 
for nine and put the frnishing 
touches to what had been a 
^irited recovery from the 
shaky position at lunch on. 
the first day when they had 
lost three wickets for 64. 

Earlier Robin Smith, in his 
first Test inning a Since his 
left cheekbone was egg- 1 
shelled by Ian Bishop at Old 
Trafford last summer, had 
made a breezy 43. 

He passed 4.000 Test runs 
on the way and, before be be- 
came the first cf three vvctlma 
for Brian MdVflllan during an 
excellent controlled ^11 into 
the wind, eonfiimed that he 
had suffered no loss d nerve 
or detennination. 

Graeme Hi^ batted until 40 
minutes after Itme^ But he 
was never as fluent as he had 
been <m Thursday and was 
able to add only 36 more runs 


Scoreboard 


ENCLAHD 

nm taflkni (a««f(ugtitt 221-41 
S A Hich Ww b PoaocS 441 

R A Stnitfi b McMllUfl 43 

tR C RweeS nol out — - 80 

D G Cofb e UaoitMw b McMilUn is 
0 Qousn b McMiiiwi o 

R K iliMirMrlh b OanBid O 

A R e Pnuwr not nut 4 

Extra llblA Wl. nbTl 84 

Toiat |lor9. USaveol Ml 

FM 4f wMratx cnfe 2Sa 30 3Ga aSB. 
3SB 

en«anat oonaid SS-tO-fQ-?: Scriultx 
. IS>«-47-l; MailhMS 9^13-63-0; PoHoek 
2B-7-tt-T. Mcuniai) SS-IS^SO-O: Cmnin 

6-5-tMl; KirtMn S-V-1-0. 

sovni AFMCM A C Hudm G Kiratai. 
'W i Cran|«. J CuDkian, J N Rnodw. S M : 
UcMHwi.iO JRwnirctnn.CR*taBh«M. ' 
A A Donald. S N Sctiule. S M Pollack. I 



a real attitude 


IMatthew Engel on 

a cxjntrast of styles 
at Centurion 


T BB better South 
African i8« gUgh lan- 
guage schools, pablic 
and private, onoe cat- 
egorised under the generic 
title Uttle England on the 
Veld, tom ont a very spe- 
ciGc type of individual: 
good at games, polite, 
respectfnl and deter- 
minedly anti-intallectoaL 
Shami Pollock, Sonth Af> 
Elea's red-beaded new star 
fast bowler, appears to be a 
classic example. At 22 he 
lives with his mum and 
dad. senns to wash behind 
bis ears and evmryone says 
what a pleasant lad he is. 

It Just so happens that 
dad is Peter, his nncle is 
Graeme and the whole Ibm- 
Uy constitutes the most ag- 
^essive dynasty of cricket- 
ers South Afiria has ever 
produced. Last season 
Shaun hit 18 batsmen with 
his bouncer without saying 
boo to a goose, let alcme an 
umpire. He bu carried on 
the same way in this game. 
What is he going to do 
when he acquires the tradi- 
tional fast bowler’s trap- 
pings like a deafening ap- 
peal, a foul temper an^ 
maybe, whiskers? 

But some never do ac- 
quire the trappiings. Ihke 
Graeme Hick, who maridied j 
from SO to 100 on Thursday ' 
almost entirely in bound- 
aries with an instinctive 
command that could proba- 
bly not be matched ^ any 
batsman in the world. Yes- 
I terday South Africa's 
attack was less generous in 
its supply of thnmpable 
loi^bops and Hick's au- 
tiiority shrivelled. 

Normally when the Eng- 
land score is not-many'fbr- 
tiiree (Atherton not ont as 
usual) Hick is a banker to 
get out cheaply and make it 
not-many-for-four. This 

time he put that behind him 
and scored 100 when Eng- 
land badly needed one. He 
has probably guaranteed 
that they will not lose. But 
hisfhHnre to seize control a 
sectmd time and progress 
once the shine had gone off 
the new ball yesterday 
made ft less likelf that Eng- 
land will win. He remains 
utterly baffling. 


Umplr«4t C J 
VonUBlarvaMvon. 


UitcMeir and 9 


to his ovenught score before 
he was leg-before to Shaun 
Pollock for 141. 

There wae some contro- 
versy when, with Russell 
playing so well and, vdfh 
wietets down, tea not due for 
a further 10 minutafi, tha mn, 
pira Sri Venkat and Cyril 
Mitchley opted, apparently i 
a garngt the batsmen's wishes, i 
to take the players fr^ the 
field even though the rain had 
yet to begin. 

This was not within flieir 
remit, particularly as Russell 
was in control wifo the 
South African rnwing *; tmmi. 
nent England would have 
been keen to get even a smid- 
gsa of moisture on to the 
pitch before It was covered. . 

Mitchley, however, ex- 
plained — not unreasonably 
— - that it had been a precau- 
tion against the lightning 
and, if Russell had wished to 
remain out there, he could 


have done so. The weather de- 
nied the Rn giafiH bowltts the 

nhimra in the fm«l soKnlnm to 
hammer home the advantage 

80 paiTigla'king l y by | 

foehatsmen. 

But there was enough 
movement for foe seemers 
yesterday, as well as evide^ 
that the bounce win beconw | 
erratic, to encourage foe be- 1 
lief that England's bowlm 
could uiakw life UDoomfart- 
ahle fix foe Sooth African 
hafgmen- En glawH have 8 real 
ffharirg of wtnniwg thte wurtfli 

En^iAh prepress yesterday 
morning towards a poten- 
tially winning score depended 
on ffirh and fSmith being able 
to overcome the second new 
ball wfaidi was only three 
overs old. With Smith, a 
player who runs on adr^- 
lin. in an aggressive mood 
they did so, adding 84 for foe 
fifth wicket before McMillan 
squared Smith beautifully 


and eloped the outside of his 
off stump. 

Smkh fait ha>f s dozen 
fours' — three in one over 

fro m Allan T Vmald — and a 

^ over third man to get his 
score moving with t& day 
only two.overs old. IrntnadU 
ate^ afterwa^tis, In the ™mp 
over. Pollock hit Smith isu- 
daely on foe si»t that Bishop 
had found. tima Smith 
was wearing a visor and, 
judging by his grin, it did the 
Job, which was as well be- 
cause be designed the b^meL 

South Africa, meanwhile, ' 
were paying the price for 
their stereotyped seam 
attack, aithnn ph ftip y were 
handicapped by the loss of 
Brett Shohz af^ lunch with 
a teauTsnee of a buttock 
strain. The home selectors 
were not best pleased but Pol- 
lock, Matthews and Donald 
shouldered the extra duties 
maxxfolly. Donald had Hick 


missed when be was 125 by 
McMillan at first slip bdbre 
Pollock found him half for- 
ward to end his stay of five 
hours SO mtnwtBB 
By fhen RnsseD was into 
his stride, wifo immaculate 
judgmimt of line and some 
careflil back-foot short-arm 
shot selectum foat brou^ j 
him 10 boundaries. I 

^fo foou^t and applica- 
tion, he has got his batting 
well wm-ked out now and, at 
though he lost Daminic Cork, 
cau^t at square leg, and 
run Gough and Richard lUing- 
worth, both cf whom wore 
bowled without grwinnp his 
half-cento^ ensured that the 
Twning B did not subside as it 
might have doDe^ 

• David Shepherd was yes- 
terday namwri as. England's 
representative among the 12 
umpires for oect year's World 
Cup in India. Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka. 


Pakistan reel 
to Salisbury 

I AN SALISBURY, the Sussex 
leg-sphmer, took six for 39 
in Muhan yesterday as Eng- 
land A enjoyed a satisfying 
opening day in the first 
“Tes^‘ against Pakistan A. 

By foe dose England, who 
lost the toss on a near lifeless 
pitch, were 15 without loss in 
reply to 137. 

*t)ur pace bowlers, Ed Gid- 
dins and Dean Hea^y. set 
M gb standards,” Salis- 
bury who took four for four in 
onespelL 

• CouEtD^ Walsh wQl be 
vice«aptajn to Richie Rich- 
ardson irtien West Iniies tour 
Australia nest month. 
snti*n; n RUiwdoon (b*pq. s Cwmpb&n, 

S WHUams. B Lva. J Adam, 0 Hoow. P 
SlmmaiK. S CitBndwpsul, 0 Broont. R 
Hvpor. O Otbaon. C MWNi. C Amfaraao. I 
Blitap. ACwimbw. 


Yet In contrast there 
Jack Russell who, in the 
early stages of his inntng g 
might have been starting 
lesson No. l of Cricket As A 
Fcnreign Language. In terms 
of essent^ battu^ quality, 
if Hick is in the super 
league, Russell is some- 
where round the lower 
reaches of the Western 
Counties League. But with 
those short-arxn Jabs that 
only wicketkeepers dare 
play, he product an in- 
nings that was entirely 
appropriate for the 
drcumstances. 

Evmi wh^ the founder 
and lightning was starting 
to xwge round foe ground — 
and this was not namby- 
pamby English lightning 
bnt more like an escploslon 
at an ammunition dump — 
Russell wanted to keep bat- 
ting. It was an adnfouble 
performance. 

Before Russell came in. 
the electronic scoreboard 
fitiled for foe best part of an 
hour. After The Pub With 
No Beer, this became the 
Test wifo no scoru. It gave 
foe cricket a curiously dis- 
embodied foel. Ihe batters 
I batted and the bowlers 
bowled but foe game had no 
context. Atherton might 
have declared with Hick on 
198 and no one would have 
noticed. But be never got 
the opportunity. 

Round the ground the 

Ew gtifth did h»piw to malfB 

their presence felt; the 
bare-chested brigade 
m^sed on foe baniri'ng and 
began ch anting "Barmy 
Army”. In a country which 
really did have a bars^ 
army, and where the genei> 
als Ckf it are on trial, *hi« 
must cause some confusion. 

The English barmies 
ironically applauded Don- 
ald who, unlike Pollock, 
has something of the fast 
bowler's normal mien, 
when be came back to long 
leg after being struck for 
three fours in an over by 
Smith. There were no odds 
npninRt Donald leaping the 
advertising boards and 
thumping one of them. 

Gerald Sadleir of The 
Sports Book did offer <40-1 
and a ni^t .out with his 
wife against Gary Kirsten, 
Sontti Africa's sole apok^ 
for a spinner, being the 
leading wicket-taker and 
5-& against a fnU-fbDntal 
streaker before the day was 
out. 


Australia v Pakistan : second Test, first day 


Waugh caught in hour of need 


David Hopps In Hobart 

T O BORROW from Tom 
Stoppard, whose Arca- 
dia is playing hero at 
the Grand Theatre, Mark 
Wau^ is a batsman who con- 
stantly reminds us that we 
“live life on the march”. 
Every Test innings is but a 
temporary possession, as 
carelessly discarded as it Is 
briefly enchanting. 

Wau^'s reputation for ex- 
travagance Is heightened by 
comparisons with his brother 
Steve, who clinp on to each 
ipningR as if he is holding on 
to life itself. 

Australia's twins have an 
unspoken rule that they stand 
apart when being photo- 
graphed, and the space be- 
tween fhoTti serves to empha- 
sise their dissimilarily. 

But Mark Waugh’s abun- 
dant talent has brou^t ooly 
ei^t centuries in SO Tests, a 
crying waste, and yesterday 
Australia had need of a 
greater dependability ss they 
struggled to a surprising 
degree in the seco^ Test 
against a Pakistan side beaten i 
by an innings in Brisbane. 


Golf 


Tb be dismissed for 267 on a 
sound Bellerive Oval pitch 
was well below par, although 
Pakistan's loss of two wickets 
to Glenn McGrafli in the last 
nine overs suggested that 
they remained the masters of ' 
disorder. 

Waugh’s first 50^ from only 
61 balls; had possessed his 
usual grace. He made li^t of 
a back Injury which has 
caused shooting pains In his 
ri^t leg. He was even more 
oblivious to a reprieve on 17 
wben he glanced Waslm Ak- 
ram and the wicketkeeper 
Moin Khan failed to intercept 
a tough chance. 

But the loss of his brother 
Steve, cutting at Musbtaq Ah- 
med. immediately followed by 
Gxi^ Blewetf s befliddled 
; parture as Musfataq’s googly 
I struck his middle stump, 

I man ded from Waugh a rare 
! gravitas. Zt fittedhim unnatu- 
rally, as tf a man forever 
dies^ In designer casuals 
bad donned ev^iing dress 
against his wilL 

Musbtaq, in his first Test 
for a year, finished with five 
wickets for the first time and 
caused Wau^ to crack 12 
runs short of his century, Ra- 


, mix fods bnirtiTig a splendid 
running catch over his 
' shoulder at deep midwickA. 

As Ramiz, who bad eariier 
dropped Bin Healy to derisive 
laughter, is <Aen ridiculed as 
foe worst fielder in foe Paki- 
stan side (comparable to 
being the cheapest jewellery 
In Ratners). Wau^ was a 
unlucky. 

Wise counsel on the county 
tireuit, where Musbtaq bowls 
forever and a day for Somer- 
set, insists that he bowls 
largely gooses and that his 
leg^nmer can be virtually 
disregarded. 

Not until Healy smote him 
to the IfS side did ^ Austra- 
lians adopt suitable mefoods; 
even then Healy’s spirited 
ended with Basit All's 
equally fine legeide catch. 

Dickie Bird is here, umpir- 
ing his 64th Tbst, and had an- 
other entanglement with the 
television umpire rulhig that 
caused him some bother In i 

Rn glamI last jg nTwmM- - ' 

Bird signally for the third 
unroire. oblivious to the 
white 11^ that was meant to 
warn the umpires that the 
video link was Inoperable. 
Fortunately, when foe veidict 


was tossed baefo to his 
jm^ment proved inqieccable 
Providing both umpires with 
two-way radios would spare 
them embarrassment 
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Senior eases to the front before cashing in for the family 




DavM Davies In Hlyuzaid 

P ETER SENIOR, the squat 
Australian with the long 
putter, leads the Dunlop Phoe- 
nix tournament after two 
rounds here in Southern 
Japan. After a 64 to with his 
69 he is nine under par, two 
clear of Robert Gamez and 
first in line for the 1^,000 
(£ 237 jnQ) first prize and he 
is realh’ not that bothered. 

For in 18 dt^’s Seniw be- 
comes a multi-multimillion- 
aire. On Novembo' 20 a com- 
pany ho helped to emte goes 
iNiblic in England — and at 
that moment he resigns. On 
December 5 he is paid out and 
he will not den}' that the sum 
be will receive, in US dollars, 
is "very close to eight 
figures”. 

He will thus, at a stnrite as 
it were, overtake the likes of 
Torn Kite, who has taken 21 
years to am.t$s the $9 million 
that puts hi™ at tlm head of 


American career-money win- 
ners and — very satisEactorily 
for Senior —■ well ahead of 
Greg Norman, still stuck 
und^ the $10 million mark. 

The money will come from 
a company called Cash (Con- 
verters a clue to Whose 
activities comes from Senkr'ls 
nickname on tiba European 
tour — Tawnbroker Pete.** 
The pawky Australian be- 
came involved early in the 
company’s developi^t, in- 
vesting $A300,000 at a time 
when the founders decided to 
spread their shops from Perfo 
to Easteni Austntiia. 

It has never stopped qvead- 
ing. There are now 136 sh^, 
franchised in England. Scot- 
ian^ Ireland, France, South 
Africa, Canada and New Zea- 
land. and foe company, wifo 
associated finance houses, is 
worth around SUS300 million. 

"It's a great idea.” says 
Senior. taken pawn- 

shops upmarket. It’s very 
tasteful There are two doors, 


one for selling and one for 
buying, so tbmre is no stigma 
attached. But it’s also amaz- 
ing. Legally, when somemm 
pawns sometiiing they have 
to come back and either 
redeem it or pay smaethii^ ; 
j on it within M days, or If s ' 
! ours. over 50 per cent of 
people never come back.” 

Soon, then, Smior will be a 
very rich man indeed, so why 
does be continue to beat his 
brains out over the four-foot- 
ers? T love gdf and 1 love 
eenqp^tioa’’ he says. Yester- 
day. in equalling the course- 
record 64 set by Barry Lane 
on Thursday, he had only 27 
putts ”and they were all 
uphm". 

The lure of tournament golf 
continues for Senior then, but 
not for ever. ”la three years 
m be out of beFe,” he said 
yesterday — meaning most of 
profossional golf, not jnst 
Japan. This year he has 
played 16 events in Japan, 
five in Eurcqie. three in the 


I United States and will have 
played six in Australia, and 
the progzamoe is ♦jwwg fts 
toQ. 

Tve got throe youzig kids, 
«rix, throe 18 months, and 
fm missing them growing up. 
If s hard when fo^ say 'Jeez, 

1 miss yon Daddy. If s getting 
very diSkslt to leave home. 
So whan I get to 40 m jack it 
in. apart from a few tourna- . 
meotsm Australia.” I 

Lane, the ovenight ]fH*^^* * 
hero. foAowed uP with an un- 
impresstve 72, one over par, 
bat is still one of eight players 
In joint third posittocL 

The Ryder Cup player, who 
has had tonto^rable top- 
five finishes in Japan but has 
never won. started badly 
when a nine-iron flew 
tiirou^ the green at the 1st 
aad thin^ g^ worse at the 
Kkh whm his second was 
bunkered and his attempted 
recovery finished in long 
grass, engting him a doable 
bogey. 
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stem test for Rowell’s revolution, page 9 


The England coach faces a new threat following an 
1 8-month DTI inquiry, reports Martin Thorpe 

Venables may 
be barred 
as director 


T he Department of Trade' 
and Industry has con- 
cluded its 28'moBtb znvestiga- , 
tion into the business deal* > 
in^ of Terry Venables and is I 
understood to have recom- 1 
mended that court proceed- 
ings be issued against the | 
England coach to seek to dis- 
qualify him £rom being a com- 
pany director for up to 15 
years. 

Ihe DTI is also understood 
to haye recommended that 
criminal proceedings be 
taken against Venables's 
long-time business associate 
Eddie Asbb7- The recommen- 
dations will now go to tbe DTI 
minister Jonatban Evans for 
his consideration. 

The DTI refused to com- 
ment yesterday. Venables’s 
lawyer Nick Trainer said: 
"The cbaige hasn't been put 
to Terry to answer and, if and 
whm it is put to him, be will 
fi gTit this in the wa>’ he has 
fought other allegations 
against him.” 

The DTE has compiled a 400- 
page report into Venables’s 
and Ashby^s business deal- 
ings. including those daring 
their time toge&er at Totten- 
ham Hotspur where Venables 
was chief executive and 
Ashby acted in a general 
manager role. 

The Guardian has seen a 
DTI letter which shows that 
the department has been in- 
vestigating Venables with a 
view to possible criminal 
prosecution. 

The letter, inviting a wi^ 
ness in tbe case to give a 
svrorn statement, partly 
reads: "This Department is 
Investigating an allegation 
that tbe above-named person 
[Terence Frederick Venables] 
may have committed an of- 
fence contrary to Section 47 of 
the Financial Services Act' 
1986." 

It is understood that the 
DTI would not have got to the 
stage of gathering sworn wit- 
ness statements if it was not 
considering a criminal prose- 
cution. while Section 47 tiie 
Financial Services Act does 
relate to criminal wrong- 
doing. 

In respect of Venables the 
DTT has been Investigatii^ 


allegations about his 
chase of Tottenham Hots^ 
shares in 1991 as well as deal- 
ings in two companies ;he 
then ran, Edennote and Land- 
hurst Leasing. 

Hoover, it seems the DTI 
is now going to go only ifCH: 
disqualification, alleging 
conduct by Venabto asj a 
company director. 

The DTI has also been 'In- 
vestigating whether Ashby 
contravene Section 302' at 
the 1985 Companies Actlin 
that he alieedly ran a pulw 
company while he was [an 
undfecbarged bankrupt 
It is understood that the 
DTI has also investigated 
whether Venables aided and 
abetted him in this. , 
Venables was interviex^ 
by the DTI fer tiiree days in 
•June 1994 but is thoni^t not 
to have heard fr o m it sit^. 

Whm the Labour MP Kjate 
Hoey revealed in Parliament 
on October 27 tins year f^t 
the DTI was still investi^t- 
him , Venables repUedl "I 
am totally unaware tiiel al- 
lied DTI investigation j to 
which she refers." j 

Since then tbe Venables 
camp has twice contacted fhe 
JXn to try to discover what is 
going on but has received no 
r^ly. The DTI inquiry 



Venables . . more problems 
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Mustitaq keeps Australia guessing, page 11 

SportsGuardiBn 

Nowhere to go 
for soccer’s 
men on the run 


ENGLAND RIDE OUT THE STORM 
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early last y^r with a prelimi- 
nary investigation of 
Venabte. 

Ihis lasted a year, at which 
point tiie DTX under its proce- 
dures, had to decide if there 
was a prima fade case of 
wrmgdoing which w arra nte d 
tile next step — assem- 
bling prosecution evidenea 
This mainly fjf tak- 

ing sworn statements fiom 
witnesses. 

The DTT decided there was 
enough reason to press on 
and an investigations offioa:, 
Robin Tarvin, was put on fhe 
case. TUrvin then sent out a 
number of letters inviting 
witnesses to give statements. 

Among those who have 
given swwn statecoents to the 
DTT are Tottaiham’s owner 
Alan Sugar, the former Tot- 
tenham flnance director 
Cdlln Sandy, three other 
Spurs financi ers 

involved in. Venables's side of 
fhe takeover and, it is under- 
stood, fhe former owners of 
Venables’s London ni^itclub' 
Scribes West 

The possibilify of a crimi- 
nal ifoarge against Venables 
arose out of an all^ation of 
financial impropriety by him' 
when he took over Tottenham 
witii Sugar in July 1991. The 
DTI is not invest^ating 
Sugar. 

It was niii^iBd that Venables 
madn a misleadjjig, false or 
deceptive statement in an 
cffer document in wbich he 
foiled to disdlos^the ftiU ex- 
tent of his company Eden- 
note’s borrowings. 

It is understood fbe DTT has 
also investigated other mat- 
ters relating to Venables and 
Ashby’s business dealh^s- 
• A public bouse at the centre 
of a row Involving VenaUes 
has been forced to dose. The 
Granby Tavern in Reading 
was obUg^ to shut vtiieu tiie 
landlord Bob Ndedham waited 
out The pub's owner, the Lon- 
dtmbased Depthsubmit and its 
former diiecbor Venables are 
feeing legal action by the 
brewer Whzforead r^irdlng 
claims that over £25,000 
pounds' of rent is owed. 

Hie— petoda—^pegeiO 
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One they needed . . .the appeal is almost desperate as Sonth Africa's Shaun Pollock 
pi«maa fimr -the umpire to uphold his claim for l^before against Graeme ffick on ttie 
second day of 'the first Test in Pretoria: ffick was given out after scoringl4l bat Expand 
went on to 381 nine. Mike Sdvey and Matthew EngeL page 11 rseccanacsi 


David Lacey 

I NITIALL'Y the football sea- 
son’s first major manage- 
rial casualty app^red to 
be nofoing out of the ordi- 
' naty. Wolverhampton Wan- 
! defers, so frill of eoqiecta- 
tion this time» have made a 
wretched start to their latest 
quest for Premier League 
status. Something had to give, 
someone had to go. 

(keham Taylor had lost tile 
faith of tile fens and felt be no 
longer cbmxnanded the sup- 
port of the Molineux board. 
Those close to tiie club be- 
lieved he bad also lost tbe 
power to motivate tile players. 
So to resigned. 

The situation seemed iogi- 
caLYetTas^’stetestdown- 
fen. coruit^ two years to the 
week after Rw glnind ’s failure to 
qualify forthe 1994 World Cup 
had precipitated his resigna- 
tion as manager of tiie 
national team, b^ed a rather 
wider question. 

In short, can life for afoot- 
ball mana g er ever be the same 
once he has occupied the high- 
est (ffice his trade can offer? 
T^ as he might, Taylor never 
shook off his England past 
To some extent he had only 
hiznselfto blame. ‘*My advice 
to the next England manager 
is *}ust make sure you don’t 
lose your matdies' " was 
Taylor’s pay-offline at the end 
of Channel 4’s Cuttir^ Edge 
study of his ab(»tive World 
Cup campaign. To which, 
wWi hhidm^ t, he might have 
added: “And dimt make a cult 
movie either.” 

There are those who can 
quote laige tracts fixim Do I 
Not Like That verbatim, just 
as Qlm buffo can reel off Orson 
WeUes’s euckooclodE speech 
flxnn The Third Man. At The 
Valley last week, when Taylor 
was speakingafter Wolves had 
beaten Charlton in a Coca- 
Cola Cup replay — “As 1 al- 
ways say, playtee are respem- 
sible for performances but Fm 
responsible for results" — it 
was Uke listening to an old 78. 
Taylor may have bWn the 

first 'Rnglan ri manay ^ fo 


make a cult of himself. But he 
was not the first to suffer per- 
sistent and poisonous abuse 
from certain sections of the 
popular press. Indeed, com- 
pu^ to what is at present 
being inflicted on Teny Vena- 
bles, he got off lightly. All the 
squaioids ever dug up on him 
was a turnip. 

Yet the hack-page lampoon- 
ing to which T^lor was sub- 
jected, from England's point 
of departiue in Stockholm in 
tbe 1992 European Champion- 
ship to their decline and fell in 

the World Cup tbe following 
year, was always going to 
make him an easy target 
whoever he went next 
TTiiamaybethefateOf 
every England manager or 
coach who tries to pick up the 
throart of club life in his own 
country after giving up the 
seardi for success wttii the 
national team. 

S IR Alf Ramsey was 54 
when tte Football 
Assodatioa sacked 
him and. apart from a 
brief flirtation with Birming- 
ham City in the Seventies, his 
active career in footinll ended 
at that point. Don Revie fled to 
tbe desert Ron Greenwood 
retired and Bobby Robson en- 
sured security for himself be- 
fore the 1990 World Cup by 
takit^a job with Eindhoven. 

Amid the euphoria that 
greeted England’s return 
hot^ after the ir defeat on 
penalties by West G^anany in 
the 1990 semi-finals tbe bitter- 
ness of Robson's pre-tourna- 
ment resignation, announced 
afteraseries of press disclo- 
sures about bis past private 
life, was lai^ly forgotten. But 
be has remained abroad ever 
since, despite the opportunity 
to manage ArsenaL 
Whoever tbe next England 
manager toms out to be be 
wiU need to bear in mind that 
the knockix^ does not stop 
the job ends. Even now 
Kevin Eet^an would be tbe 
peeve’s choice to succeed 
Venabl^ But Keegan would 
need to tiiink carefhlly before 
leavixig his palm-strewn path 
at Newcastle for a vrell-trod- 
den road to Calvary . 

As for Venables, well, if the 
Inter-Planetary League (spon- 
sored by Milky Way) has a 
vacancy for a coach on the 
planet Neptune he mi^t be 
advised to begin negotiations 
— just in case. Hiism^t not 
put him beyond the reach 
probes but be would be free to 
concentrate on matters close 
to every football coach's 
heart, such as time and space. 
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Omega De VUIe. 

Modd in 18 k gold. 
Seif-winding chronometer 


Indispensable to all crossword addicts! A copy of 
tlie brand new Collins Thesaurus, the ultimate 
browser’s wordfinder will be sent to the first five 
correct entries drawn. Entries to Guardian Crossword 
No 20,502, 6 Bushey Hall Road, Bushey Herts., WD2 2EA, 
by first post on Friday or by fax to 01923 225885. Solution 
and winners in the Guardian on Monday November 27. 
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movemeoc. 


Swiss made since 1848. 
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OMEGA 

The sign of excellence 


Stocked at leading independent Jewellers, 
Asprey, Garrard, Hanods, SelMdges. 
Harvey Nichols. 

Watches of Switzeriand, Mappin & Webb, 
selected branches of Goldsmiths, 

WxBser & Hall, Ernest Jones and Leslie Davies. 
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a Different kings having a 
single foreign coin (5) 

4 Studentship gets one 
versed in plundering (9) 

5 Middle-Eastern general 
causing an affray <5) 

e Celebrated place one wicked 
fellow turned over (5,22) 

7 Indian's wife's endless 
eompilaint (5) 

B Performer tires at 
appearing In variety (7) 

14 Vent emitting gee a lot as 
RAF manoeuvres (9) 

10 Demonstration showing 
time a people consumed in 
experiment (9) 

17 Tocsin gets ramble alt 
disorganised (5-4) 

18 Ancient Egyptian ranter, 
One with a twitch? (7) 

*0 Answer to be found in laboi^ 
lous repoite of debates {7) 
2* LApped-off spheres forming 
segmental divisions (5) 
^***^''’083 Jester on the food 
cart (5.5) 
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Setby Custos 

Across 

‘ 1 Aloof, drink while eating 
food (5-2) 

5 Girl comprehending the 
Spanish, a Greek one? (7) 

9 Type of print — some call It 
holographic (5) 

10 Perch near arched roof, 
making a high jump (4-5) 

11 A basket of flowers — 
blimey, a beauty’s carrying 
one (9) 

1 2,1 3$iops work making 
feather seats (S,S) 

15 Wind that's against the 
traffie (9) 

18 You'll find a variety of soil 


there for accommodating 
people (9) 

1 8,21 Sweet, penny apiece, 
M^l chewed (5,5) 

23 Cleaner tea. Western. 
Imbibed by Italian (9) 

23 Painting a board Including a 
form of *U’ art (9) 

26 Girl back at work unit (5) 

27 Foreign cavalryman causing 
commander's fire (7) 

M Smack was ahead, 
hampered (7) 

Down 

1 Pedtion like thie according 
to the taw C?) 

2 Speak more than everyone 
else, being extreme (9) 
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The flying game: 
Freddie Laker 




Do the white thing? 

Spike Lee on why 

IS soaring again ■ he never will I of Vermeer's art up house in Italy 
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Rome with a view; 
British lenders set 
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MARTIN WOOLLACOTT asks if big business has to behave unethicaiiy to make 
profits, and JOHN VIDAL, below right, says that moraiity couid pay dividends 


A world forced 
to keep bad 
company 


T He multinational 
corporation, today 
an even greater 
force in the world 
ttian it was 30 years 
ago when the first 
concerted criticism ofcorpo- 
rate power emer^ in West- 
ern countries, is in moral cri< 
sis. The behaviour of Shell in 
Nigearia — ri^ up to its 
announcement that it win go 
ahead with a new natural gas 
project there only a week alter 
the execution of Ken Saro- 
Wiwa — is the case that proves 
the point 

Sell’s failiure to deal with 
the consequences of its deci- 
sions in OgonUand is one 
example of a widespread abdi- 
cation of responsibility big 
corporations. Multinationals 
are insisting not only that 
they iakean absolutely neu- 
tral line on the politics of the 
countries in which they invest 
and trade, but that they must 
"work wldi" local standards 
ethics andmmrality. This 
opportunistic relativism is 
sprKMling rapidly. 

Multinationals are moving 
swiftly into countries with 
oi^iressive governments, like 
Burma. “Dollars matter more 
tiian democracy,” one fbreign 
businessman there said 
recently. Large American c(»> 
porations were the principal 
Ibrces which undercut Presi- 
dent Clinton's efforts to link 
human i^ts in China wi& 
trade. It is possible today 
to see an economic equivalent 
of appeasement operating in 
the wwld, with die old indus- 
trialised, democratic world 
collaborating with bad 
regimes — not so much 
through formal political 
association as through the 
multinational corporations 
' which link their econ o mies. 

I Norisdiedevelopmmitthat 
\ thexoultinationalsarebrmg- 
ing about in the poorer half of 
t the world necessarily the right 
I kmdofdevel<^nnenLTTu8 
may serai an unfair aitpiment 
vriien you consider that in- 
vestment by multinationals in 
the South grown hugely 

since 19S9 and that in roughly 
the muae period this has cre- 
ated 12 million jobs, half of 
them in China. The problem 
with such statistics, however, 
is that they ignore the politi- 
cal conditions investment 
and also the very high invest- 
meut-to-jobs ratio involved. 
Ihe hundreds of miUions of 
people who need work in the 
poorer coimtries couid not 
conceivably be accommodated 
with jobs paid for at tins kind 
of price. What is wanted in 
such countries is job-rich ven- 
tures. The combinations of 
cheap skilled labour and rela- 


tively hi^ tecbnology that 
multinationals cxealemay be 
welcome, but tii^ cannot be 
an overall solution. 

The worstsuspiciOD is that 
corporations have gone be- 
yond any supposed neutrality 
over political conditions to d^ 
velQpanattadunenttoapar- 
ticularlevelofbadgovera- 
ment; not so bad as to create 
chaoticconditionsfbrburi- 
ne^ but tough enoc^ on its 

ftHigftna tn anq iire a n omhina- 

tion of public order, cheap 
labour, and low environmen- 
tal and safety costs. The most 
notable fegUure of the world 
economy now is that compara- 
tive advant^ rests more and 
more on sociel factors. The 
prcdits of corporations depend 
so much cm e^oitlng the gra- 
dient between the wages, 
resource costs, and the envi- 
ronmeotal and safety ccmdi- 
tions cf different countries 
tiiat they can be deemed to 
have an actual interest in the 
maintenance of certain kinds 
of authoritarian government 

This must not be so oppres- 
sive as to lead to social unrest 
or so lax and corrupt as to 
permit banditry, but above 
these low levels corporations 
may well find bad governmrat 
not only acc^itable but useful. 
As Susan Gemrge, a veteran' 
critic ofmultinationals and 

the intprnatinnaT financial in. 

stitutions,saysofeoipota- 
tlons: **They need a minimiim 
of order, policing and in&a- 
stnicture, but after that they 
lose interest in the local 
pdLitics.” 

Most corpwatioas would 
now see the Nigerian govern- 
ment as falling bdow that 
line. It Is too corrupt and too 
in^Ficient In recent years, 
many bigfirms, including 
Unilever, whose business 
b^m in this part of Africa, 
have reduced ihmr scale of 
erations there. Barclays Bank 
and Standard Chartered 
Bank. Mr Major's bid employ- 
ers, have done the same. Nige- 
ria illustrates the differences 
betweenresourcecorpora- 
tions, who must extract what 
they need where it is'inthe 
ground and cannot quarrel 
with geography , and the 
others, who can retreatfron 
investments and markets if 
the situation becomes too 
difficult. 

Shell's ai^lument in Nigma 
appears to have been that it 
operates there in Joint ven- 
ture with tiie government and 
the govmuneat would not 
countenance the reduction in 
profits that would have Al- 
lowed from spending laz 9 
sums of moD^ compen^- 
tion and cleaning up pollution. 
Shell does not say, but it fol- i 



How good ethics will pay off in the long run 


T he trouble with Shell, says 
the Body Shop's Dr David 
Wheeler, is that it believes 
bosiness can act in an ethical vao- 
mim. He says SheD is unenli^t- 
ened, phUosophically passd and 
irreQNtnsible; and the only posi- 
tive ooteonne that will emerge ‘ 
frcHU the IHgeria fhrore is a 
“softer, more holistie’* Shell. 

Body Shop this week declared a 
moral war on ShelL Founder 
Anita Roddick sa^ it win use all 
Its resources in this, and promises 
to put pressure on Ship's share- 
holders and on pension fkmds to 
reSorm the tdlmultinattonal. Her 
staffmnstnotnse Shell products 
at work. 

Dr Wheeler runs Body Shop's 


annual social and ethical audit of 
practices. He says successful 21st 
century companies will take 
account of all stakeholdms — sup- 
pliers, cnstomers and staff. 

DrPanlAGinis, of Columbus. 
US,headofthe ConndlfhrEtiijlcs 
in Rconomics (an “industry apolo- 
gia and a pragmatist"), says he's 
wrong: "Business cannot take an 
absolutist approach in these 
matters. Peo^ in developing 
countries are not prepared for 
fail-blown Westemefhics." . 
Minus believes some people are so 
poor that they might, Ibr example, 
have to put up with air pcdluQon 
becausethafs what comes with 
industry and development. When 
there is wealtib, standards win 


rise. "Respect ibr human dignity 
doesn’t necessarily mean tlmt 
.Dupont must do the same in New 
Jersey as in Tanzania.” He adds 
there has been an etibics recession 
tn society and industry's new rede 
is to act as pedagogue and ethical 
mentor of workforces. He deni es 
that these eaqpressioiis conceal the 
truth — that people are approach- 
ing business with troublesome 
moral attitudes and that business 
will have to brainwash them. 

Bat there is evidence that right- 
wingers in the US are trying to 
redefine business ethics to accord 
with strict monetarist theories. A 
former businessman and profes- 
sor of marketing at twa™* nnivei> 
sity, Lewis Pringle, says; ‘Th 


many, if not all, emerging mai^ 
kets, it is simply iwipnggihlft to 
make significant money without 
overt violation of normal Western 
ethical principles.” 

Tbad Jackson, “directorof 
issue management” of the S42 
Inllimi ayearMesUd Corporatian 
(accused of acting iirespcmsiUy in 
developing countries) goes fui> 
ther: "Th^ is a necraOTy to look 
at ethical issues outside of West- 
ern philosophy in order to be 
eSbctively global." 

The British public approves the 
Body Shop line and wants indus- 
try at least to try and be ethical. A 
recently done for the think- 
tank Demos found only 15 per 
cent of people thonghtmultina- 


tionals were ti 'o st worth y; two- 
thirds thoi^ht they did not strike 
a fidr balance between profits and 
public interest. Demos dr^ on US 
studies to find that poor ethics hit 
profits hard. Refbimers like Body 
Shop say good ethics pay hand- 
somely in the kmg run. 

So tile battle is on fbr the moral 
hi^ ground, says Profbssor 
Homer Erikson, who holds the 
chair of economics at Miami. "A 
moral vacuum is appearing as 
governmentsevarywhorecedean- 
thoxity to business. The role of 
government is declining, as is the 
old seventies and ^^hties s^mida 
of rampant self-interest The pub- 
lic is pressnxing business every- 
where to act more respimsibly.” 


lows, tiiat the Ifigerian gov- 
ernment is by its character 
incsqiable of responding to 
social protest exo^ by force 

arid that if Rhftll bad affte ri iint- 

laterally, it would have been 
^cbfi0 80suzi5t 13 ib govRin* 
meuL Shell’s difficulties can 
be imagined, and there is no 
reason not to accept that the 
coiporation fkces a very corn- 
plea situation in Nigeria. 7et 
the ai^xtrent absence of moral 
calculation from its behaviour 
is striking, and the nizm men 
who were executed are only 
tiie most obvious of those who 
have paid the price fbr that 
la^ of morality. 

At ihe root of corporate be- 


haviour is a contradiction. 

M TiWttntinTial fimnatw re iti 

recentyearsbeenabletooper- 
ate much more freely than be- 
fbreptiianhstoworldwidepri- 
vatimtion and de-regulation, 

and tn tTift ffhanpgQ tha t 

taken us from GATT to 0)8 
World TVade Organisation. 
Structures of protection have 
been dismanOed, and there is 

nntar har dly ** e»n«tTy in tha 

world in which nmltination- 
alscannot work, and very fbw 
in which tiiere are any serious 
Ihnitations on their activities. 
The corporations, which have 
larg^ got their way as world 
trade regulations have been 
reshaped and are subject to ihr 


fewer restrictions than ever 
before, ought to be happy com- 
panies (tf men. 

But Oiey are notoriously not 
haKV oeganisatiras. 

Ai^mny SampsoQ. in his 
reoem book Compimy Man, 
has chaitad the troubles of fee 
corparations as feey have 

»hi»d thft pertainri esnf the 
past, rfiamla«p d 
mawag ftrg, riigmanti fld tbftir 
hierachies, collapsed the com- 
pany welfere states they used 
to run, and reacts with reor^ 
ganisation after reorganisa- 
tion to the push fbr short-term 
profits and fee nostrums of 
mnyilfaTitg and rf IwaInflAs 
snake oil merchants. 


Skim fexough fee vast ma- 
jority of fee business boohs 
feat pour from the presses, 
and you wDl find little disrafr 
skm of fee moral problems of 
(gierating in poorer countries, 
<mly endlees aiaalysis of fee at- 
traetiems cf various kinds of re- 
structuring. Iftliereisany 
moralfecusinthisself- 
preoccupatiion, it is on fee 
jscblems arising from dis- 
missals in the home countries. 

One analyst of the behav- 
iour of coiporaie man quoted 

Sampsmi has charted the 
mneigmice in the ranks of 
management of fee “games- 
■maw ... an amoral character 
who lo(^ to others to set the 


rules of the game”, fronically, 
ifeen fee corporations were 
first being attacked on a big 
scale in Wotem countries in 
tile sixtim, they were perhaps 
more capable (f being (as 
Sampson writes) “iwld man- 
agers” with "the otganisatiem. 
technology, monby and ideol- 
ogy tomake a credible hy at 
managing the world as an 


integFated unit” than they are 
today. 

Then, at least, b4: compa- 
nies were hi^ily centrally 
had consideral^ reserves, 
werenotsobarriedbyshme- 
bolders as to b^rndge some 
non-commercial spending and 
costs. Now feey are decratra- 


lised, low on reserves, and 
very grudging spen^rs on 
non-ooimnercial olgectives. 
Thepared^down ranks of tb^ 
tep men may feel they deal 
with sudi matters at the pttil 
ofthelr own careers. Many 
critics would argue that a 
much narrower culture is evi- 
dent now at the t (9 of 
and American eorporatiems. 
According to Bask^ 'Vashee of 

the T rawgnaHnngl TpsHtiitfl tn 

Amsterdam; ‘Ttme and ^ain 
it seems feat it would be in 
their own interest to take 
aetkm, as it would have been 
in Shell’s long-term interest to 
respimd genmtmsly to Ogemi 
CoofeHieil OB page 1 5 
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and the 
agony 

L eah BETTS is dead but she has 
not died in vain. Thanks to the 
Openness of her parents, a genera- 
tion of young people has been warned 
about the dan^rs of drugs even un- 
contaminated dn:^ The much greater 
risk posed by contaminated drugs has 
been set out graphically in thousands of 
column inches and many radio and tele- 
vision discussion programmes. Far 
more serious drug education has been 
provided by the media in the past five 
days than in the previous 500. Ear more 
people have been readied than the Gov- 
ernment’s £14 million anti-drugs cam- 
paigns, due to start nest week, can hope 
to achieve. Most newspapers (unlike 
ministers) have tried to give the issue 
some perspective. Even if the highest 
estimate of ecstasy deaths is true — 50 a 
year — this needs to be set against the 
30.000 killed in .alcohol-related deaths 
and more than 110,000 by tobacco. 

A new minister entered the fray 
this week. In a speech reported yester- 
day, the Defence Secratary held out the 
prospect of military resources being di- 
vert^ to fi^t drug traffickers because 


of the threat which intematzonal oi^« 
nised crime poses to national security. 
For a man with Midiael Portiite’s tcee 
market beliefe, this was surprising. V9hy 
doesn’t his faith extend to using the free 
maiitet to tackle drugs? Nothing would 
undercut the crimind syndicates more 
quickly than letting, say, ICI manufac- 
ture ecstasy tablets. Open competition 
would qidddy bring' the price down. 
Moreover, the black mazicet could not 
compete in terms of guaranteed quality 
and strength with a reputable manufac- 
turer — no one buys aspirin on the black 
market There would even be an opportu- 
nity fbr his former Treasury friends to 
tax the legalised substance. 

Clearly even Mr Portillo has con- 
duded a free market cannot solve every- 
thing. On balance we agree. L^alising 
drugs has been pushed by some of Mr 
Portillo’s friends on the far right for 
some years, hut what they ignore is that 
legating the trade would increase ad- 
diction, multiply the damage that dn^ 
already wreak, and mean there were 
fewer incentives to addicts to kick the' 
habit What the legali^tion campaign ig- 
nores is that most addicts of hard dn^ 
want to give up. Legalising the habit 
would lead' to powerful new commercial 
organisatioDs with an incentive — as 
with the tobacco companies — to pro- 
mote the addiction of their products. 

Decriinmali^tioii rather than legal- 
isation is what is heeded — with the de- 
criminalisation restricted to soft drugs. 
The inagmatic Dutch, with the support 
of their poUoe, pioneered this approach. 
Theoretically, possession remains an of- 
fence, but no one is prosecuted fer pos- 


sessing small amounts for their own in- 
dividual consumption. The big tobacco 
barons have not been able to move into 
the trade, but 2,000 coffee shops openly 
sell marijuana. The purpose could not 
have been saner to separate soft from 
hard drugs. It worked. And contrary to 
the propaganda pushed by hardliners 
here, there was even a drop in the use of 
soft drugs. But the Dutcik alas, have 
come under pressure from hardline min- 
isters d nei^bourit^ states and have 
begun to reduce the amount of cannabis 
that can be bought and shut down half 
the country's coffee shops. 

So what should Britain do? Neither 
of the two main parties wants to do any? 
thing except sound tough- In Bel Little- 
john’s memorable words: “It is not nor 
has it been, nor will it ever have been, 
nor will if not ever have never not been, 
(^cial party policy to l^aiise canna- 
bis.” Yet as we reported yesterday, tiie 
Dutch have only suffered three ecstasy 
deaths in eight years. A voluntary 
ozganisation. frznd^ by the Dutch gov- 
ernment, te^ the qr^ty — and the 
Strang — of the drug on the street be- 
fore the raves and street parties begin. 
Where it finds bad batches, the news 
quickly treads. Thera are even notices 
put in the pa^>ers. Couldn’t Britain do 
something similar? Couldn't there be a 
national commission on drugs which, by 
publicising the evidence it receives, 
teaches people about the cutting — and 
binding -7- agents which must not be 
used with'particular dix^s? We know we 
cannot stop the young trying dru^ As 
many as three out of four give them a 
try. Why not make them safer? 


The tempting 
of the tigers 

S EOUL was a city of contrasts bn 
Thursday as pungent as a dish of 
kimchi pickles. At one end of town fbr- 
mec president Roh Tae-woo was settUiUi 
down to soup and boiled rice on his first 
night in prison, charged with accepting 
more than $300 million In bribes. Mean- 
w^e Chinese presidmit Jiang Zemin, 
in town to study the Korean “economic 
miracle'’ fashio ned by Mr Roh and the 
president-generals who preceded him, 
was being wined and dined by one of 
Korea’s biggest “chaebol” conglomer- 
ates. Hyundai executives, like those of 
several other chaebols, have already ad- 
mitted paying hi:ge bribes to Mr Roh 
during his 1988-92 presidency in ex- 
change for lucrative government con- 
Iracts. Hyundai’s own whack was more 
than million wtille other familiar 
names donated siinfiar sums. Is there 
some ocmneriian, Mr Jiai^ may be ask- 
ing (and sdl those admirers of Korea’s 
Asian tiger status shouid be asking) 
between the great mirarfe and the great 
pay-cri^ 

MrRc&has readily , confessed to the 
iR^al acquisition of enormous srcuns 
twice as much as the figure with which 
he is charged. Yet his memory seems 
disappointhigly vague as to who paid 
him how much. On his way to jail Mr 
Roh aslted that the businessmen in- 
volved shouid be granted ‘'public 
understanding” so that they could con- 


tinue to make their patriotic pitots 
abroad. This may not be quite as selfiess 
as it sounds. Mr Roh is reputed to know 
enough secrets to shop half of the Korean 
industrial and political elite, eithe: for 
giving bribes or receiving them. Since 
current president Rim Young-sam's 
party has admitted receiving Sioo mil- 
lion, and even the fiery opposition leader 
gim Dae-jung accept^ S2.5 million, Mr 
2h)h may be able to ensure that some 
tastier dishes are added to his prison 
diet 

• It would be naive to suppose that 
corruption on this scale was invented by 
Mr Roh. The objective of hi^-sp^ in- 
dustrialisaticm had bemi defined in the 
1960s along with the designation of the 
rhapJiflis as the agents of economic 
change. The Park Chung-hee regime and 
its successor made a d^ with the busi- 
ness ^tes: Hyundai, Samsung. Daewoo 
anri the otl^ big names were in it from 
the >w»ginning . Periodic attenuits at the 
start of new regimes were made — partly 
for popular dEfect — to tame the cl^ebols 
but the cosy relationship soon resumed. 
It included government repression of 
trade unions at the behest of the indus- 
trial giants. 

Much has changed since those dark 
decades and South Korea is a largely 
transformed «Tid democratic society. Mr 
wim was elected in 1992 as the first non- 
military presid^t for decades with a 
mandate to tackle corruption. For Mr 
Roh even to he arrested shows the 
progress which has been achieved. But 
candour may still have its limits imder 
cl^bol capitalism: Seoul waits to see 
how mu^ for^r it will go. 


sad 




Extremes 
feel loss 


The results of Algeria’s presideiTtial 
elections mark a rejection of Islamic 
fundamentalism and offer hope 
that a middle way can be found, 
says DAVID HIRST In Algiers. 
Illustration by PETER TILL 


T he deadliest opera- 
tion carried out by the 
Groupes Islamiques 
Armes (GIA). the esr 
treme wit^ dr 
ria’s fundaxnentalist insur- 
gency. was their attempt to 
blow up the police headquar- 
ters in Algiers early this year. 

It involved a d^ree of self- 
sacrificing heroism tiiat a top 
PLO diplomat here fbund im- 
pressive. When, he said, the 
Palestinians’ Hamas send 
their men on suicide missions 
the>’ can spare only one “mai> 
tjT" .St a time. But Muslim mil- 
itants — Islamists — in Alge- 
ria nonchalantly muster three. 
“One dro\‘e the suicide vehi- 
cle." he said, “another pressed 
the button — and the third 
shouted their indispensible 
cr>‘ 'God is Great' just before 
he died." 

It seems to be temperamen- 
tally Algerian, this readiness 
to go to extremes. But while 
such self-sacrifice might com- 
mand respwt if noble in pui> 
pose, it loses it if it is not. This 
week’s presidential elections 
show that, if some Algerians 
once thought it masnoble. the 
great m^rity no longer do. 

The extremists begin their 
campaign of terror soon after 
the anns’-baciked regime, in 
January 1992, rene^d on three 
years of political “liberalisa- 
tion'’, cancelling parliamen- 
tary elections and thereby de- 
nying the broad Islamist 
movement, from which the 
GZA later grew, a Intimate, 
essentially peaceful road to 
power. 

The pcdioe HQ bonbing 
wentba(% wrong, but even if 
it hadnX even it 1^ blown up 
its intended target, instead of 
killing 42 bystanders, the setf- 
sacrificlng heroism would no 
longer liara redenned it in 
people's eyes. 

The Iskuuist terror, said El 
Watan newspaper yesterday, 
“has been a tenor that kills 
the doctor and the jouraalist. 



the civil servant and tim 
teacher, which. wtrsestiU. 
slits (dilldren’s throats azid 
violates women even as it 
promues paradise to the hun- 
dreds whom it has mana^ to 

enlist” 

LOse most of the press. El 
Watan is strongly anti-Islam- 
ist And it is clear from oemver- 
sations with ordinary ^ple 
that it is notjust a verdict • 
“Intdlectuals", even though 
iwtepaHiiflie, as One of tile 
terrori^’ chosen targets, have 
grou^ for reaching it 

Mote than the GZA’s barba- 
rous deeds, perfa^, the words 
t^t acemnpany them have 
really shocked — the open, unr 
abashed call, for example, fir 
kinhignot just the “rene- 
gades" who workfor “tile god- 
less state", but the “wives, 
sisters and dau^ters of rene- 
gade", too. Such blood-cur- 
dling excess, plus all manner 
of puritanical prcdilbltions 
Iranianetyle. the GIA 
seeks to impose, have proved 
just what a foarkane. totalitar- 
ian, joyless, and above all ^no- 
rant utopia their Islamic state, 
or Cal^^hate. would be. It 
seems to be the general in tu- 
ttive grasp of this that accounts 
for (residential Section 
results that have surprised 
even the regime itself 

In the 19te parliamentary 
Islam irSalva- 
tion Front (TIS) wonabouta 
third (dtbe vote. And that third 
included not only the commit- 
ted Islamists tiiemsetves, but a 
great many “protssf ' voters 
vtiio, at that time, admired 
than for the blows they were 
dealing to a ^oUy discredited 
r^ime, aiul did nri stop to 
think too kmg about tile kind of 
re^me tbe^ might put in its 
place. 

But three years on they have 

stopp^ to think. Three-qiuu> 
ters ritbe electorate voted on 
*rhursday; Idanune Zeroual 
wouapercentofthevotes. 
his nearest rival 25 per cent, in 



Smallwei 



1 


D O YOU ever get the 
impression that this 
whole royal Crisis is 
being played to a script by 
Andrew Davies? Small weed 
has reached the point where 
be finds it hai4 to believe 
any longerthat Charles and 


by the news that Oi Is dieek- 
ing the Queen by goiz^ on 
Panorama to teU her side of 
the story than the latest 
emblem of all Is whipped 
Into hospital to have Msuor 
Surgery — that is, to get her 
hip fixed. ^"Hie Qoeen 
Mother’s todomUable spirit 
shone throat yesterday as 
she became one of file oldest 
people in the world to 
BUtergo a total hip replace- 
ment” marvelled the Daily 
Mhll* whlA had led the pre- 
vious day with “Diana: why 
I had to speak”. A hushed 
reverence swiftly fell even 
over the Trotskyite subver- 
sives who now run the BBC. 

Still, it’s pretty clear 
what the scriptwriters are 
working op to. ^le gree t 
Conservative goruLord 
Blake, DO less, wrote in the 
Mall this week that a royal 



a four-candidate pedL The elec- 
tion was for from ideaL The 
two main secular parties, no 
ligbtweii^^ u^ed a boycott 
of the election on the legiti- 
mate grounds tiiat tiiere can be 
no real democracy unless all 
the representative forces in the 
- pc^cal arena can partake in 
it Army and police daily vio- 
late human ri^ts. 

None tile le% the size cf the 
turn-out was at least as import 
Cant as who it was for, and tile 
foot is that more people voted 
in these admittedly flawed 
presidential elections than 
th^ did in die untrammelled 
parliamentary ones in lte2. In 
doing so. they sent the 
powatbl mess^ which some 
withiD tite regime were ri^tly 
confident would: thattbe^ 

now reject the Islamist move- 
ment or at least the «tx«mist 
comrse it has taken since they 
voted fix' it three years ago. 

But that doesn’t mean they 
voted for the regime. It 
means that, for the voters, 
tiiere are two estremes. They 


divorce was becoming not 
just unavoidable but desir- 
able. (*T am one of a small 
group of constitutional his- 
torians who from time to 
time have been consulted on 
problems of this sort,” he 
added meaningfully.) What 
possible event inducing 
even greater depths of rev- 
erence and Indomitability- 
worship, will the script- 
writers find to tramp that? 

T ONYBLAHtnews- 
paper pictures estab- 
lished this we^ is los- 
ing his hair. He's going thin 
at the fitont Most non-bald 
people, and even a great 
many bald ones, assume 
that most be Bad News. 
Remember Neil Elnnock? 
Outright cynics, however, 
havea different theory. It 
wtil make him look older. 
Jack Kennedy bad to resort 
to varions tricbologieal 
tricks to minimise his 
yonthfulness. Could Bam hi 
be doing the same? 


rejected the first in the 19S2 
parliamentaryelections. That 
was tiie extremism irftiie 
regime itself whose misdeeds 
thiy deem to have ^wned the 
second (the Islamists), which 
they have now in torn repudi- 
ated. 

The regime’s extremism is 
that Qfits inner core, its cabal 
of generals who have domi- 
nated itsince independence in 
1962. Th^ are mysterious and 
lazgely invisible, but they are 
universally regarded as a priv- 
il^ed caste, deeply commt 
despotic, violent and manhni- 
lative. rirst behind the fogide 
(^one-party socialism and 
then of the political and eco- 
nomic liberalisation tiiat sup- 
pose^ “corrected’’ h, they are 
held ultimately to blame fiv all 
tiie socfo-economic woes on 

which Islamic terror has 
thrived. Since that terror 
arose, the stn^alled “«adica- 

tnrs** atnfin g th«* gawprala — . 

tiiose who seek a strictiy “se- 
cuxdty" solution, not a “politi- 
cal” one, for it — have been in 


S MALL WEED went last 
weekend to a wonder^ 
fill wedding where file 
‘bride and groom swept 
down the aisle at the mid in 
such style that the whole 
place applauded. One prob- 
lem, though: they gaoe each 
other their troth. In the old 
days, troths used to be 
piloted. No doubt some 
cleverconsnltant on a Cat 
retainer told the C of E to 
drop ^’plight’ *. sinoe 
‘toligl^ nowadays is more 
oC^ imed to mean a nasty 
predicament (like divorce). 
Bat its principal fault, 1 
guess, to that it’s simply arw 
chaic. Yet if “plijgdit” is ar- 
chaic, what about “troth”? 
How loi^ since yon osed the 
word “troth” in day-to-day 
conversation? Even the 
more familiar “betrothed” 
Isn’t used as much as It was. 
Troth essentially is a form 
of “ tru th”, bntitmore spe- 
cifically means faitbdfta- 
ness, good faith, or in the 
case of marriages a solemn 


the ascendancy. Extremes 
meet, and in a sense, theteExor 
has actually been a godsend 
for them, because it enabled 
than to present themselves as 
a “last rampart^’ against a pop- 
ular insurgency that fri^it- 
ened powmfrd vested interests 
besides themselves, and in- 
deed a good many honest 
“democrats" toa 

The convergence of interests 
hutwcon two (airsmes seems 
so self-evident to many Algsri- 
ans that, in their belieC 
tenor has been the handlwmrk 
not merely of the GIA. but of 
the security smvices which 
infiltrated it 

So, emphatically, itwasnot 
for the regime £hat the pec^de 
voted. It was first for the p]^- 
ciple of firee (fooke. Secondly, It 
was fortbe “rapture" which 
all four candidates promised. 
Ruptur^ file oommoubst word 
in Algnia's pcditical 
vocabulary, leshortiiaiidfora 
total break witii all that is 
rotten in the reglroe. 

Thoe are two reasons why 


undertaking. Smallweed 
wo old prefer to ke^ bofii 
fiiese old words, but if s odd 
that the langnage police 
should have dltch^ the one 
and clung on to the other. 

I N HXS welcome declara- 
tion that he wouldn’t vote 
Tory next time, the retire 
Iz^TOryMP Sir Julian 
Crltchley expressed his dis- 
taste for the Europhobe 
Christopher Gill, MPfbr 
Ludlow, “wlmte, It so hap- 
pens, like Horace, I will 
spmid my retiremenf *. This 
is sometUiig of a surprise. 
Tbongh an q^ZdoRodo of 
Lndlo w and of Shropshire 
in generaL I had never pre- 
viously realised that the 
great Roman poet and sati- 
rist (65-8BC) Spent the final 
years of his life there. That 
Horace was graved ad- 
dicted to the countryside 
has loi^ been established 
His patron Maecenas, 1 
learn, eventually rewarded 
him with a small raralpTf 9 - 


theytitizikZeroual is tiseman 
for the rapture. One is that be 
is not only widdy seen as the 
“best” of tiie generals, bat as 
honest and sincere toa The 
otiier is that, being a product of 
the system, he knows best how 
todisxnantiezL 
He is a man ofthe middle 
way. It will be for frmn easy for 
him in taking <m the system, 
to woo the “reconcilers” away 
from the “eradicators” and file 
poweriUl. indeed demonstra- 
bly malevolsnt, vested inter- 
ests whkdi will be pmallsed 
with than. And it won't be 
much easier for him to woo file 
relative moderates cf the 
TaTarnig l- www i wm«m» fr prn rtio 

extranlsts vfilo have proved as 
readytotumonfhelriiKMteF- 
ates^ in the opposite camp, 
eradicators have on reconefi- 

6TS. But InsaylngaplMue on 
bote their hou^, ezcax3» 

^n g tha flvtr^^e^rtaTnffnff 
whkli, ifthe PLO dljdomat is 
r^t kavea (dace inevery 
Algerian soul, the pec^ have 
made it mmfo easier for him. 


i erty where he stayed as 
I much as he conl^ thnn gh 
! reteluingapadinRome. 

I Bow he came by a place in 
Shropshire remains ob- 
scure, though, it seems that 
I bedidnotdietbere:atany 
rate he was buried, the ref- 
I erence books say, on the 
' edgecKrtfaeBsqailtnehUl 
(dosetothetombofMaece- 
nas who died shortly before 
Wni_ ?SHn, Sir.T nlittn iaew 

expert on Shropshire and I 
am not, so we have to take 
fiiis dsvelopmmt seriously. 

Apedont urltes: You 
cbaracteristicslly assume 
he was speaking of Quintus 
Horatios Flaocns, whom we 
call Horace. Are there no 
other noteble' Horaces? 

SmaUaeed wearily 
r^mstes: Precioas few. 1 
thought of Sir Horace Vm- 
son. counsellor to Baldwin 
throng the abdieatioa cri- 
sis and to Chamberlain over 
Hiller. But be, 1 believe, 
spent his decUningyears In 
Boundemonth. 


Rattling 
the bars 


T he PEOPLE ofTTn- 
iand. the conductor 
Esa-Fekka Salonen 
told Thursday's Tel^raph, 

do n’t tiavft gwiaTl talV. Tf 

does not exist in the lan- 
guid Accordii^ to Sa- 
lonen, “if you don’t have 
sometime to say, yon don’t 
say anytiizng”. An admira- 
ble rule, espedally for 
lands with low tempera- 
tures, andmore than 
enoi^, Itoccnrs to Small- 
weed, to explain the long 
sllenoe of Jean Sibelius, 
who wrote nothing of note 
from 1929 to his death in 
1957. GQs one-movement 
seventh symphony was 
completed In 1924, and 
tiiongh an eighth was fre- 
quently rnmoured (and 
even several times slated 
for performance in London) 
' it never appmued. 

The Daily Express, at the 
prompting ofLord Beaver^ 
brook, used regularly to 
run leaders in the forties 
and fifties asking why 



lanAitken 


I FANYsuivtvdrsofEddy 
Sbab'sotigbial Today staff 
were stDl on file payroll 
when fiudr paper was mur^ 
^dmredyesterday, they might • 
Incve reflected on a curious 
irony surroundiz^ the deed. 
Fortbeprobability is that 
Today would still be on sale 
fiiis moEXitng if tee print 
unions which Shah helped to 
see offpossessed any remain- 
ing shreds of their past 
powi^. 

Evidence for this assertion 
can be found in what hap- 
pened to tiie preMurdorii 
broadsheet Sun whm the pre- 
MaxwefiMirror Group tried 
todose it dowzL The Mizvor 
hadlaundiedtiie Sunas a 
tarted-up successor to their 
Stn&yoM Daily Herald, but 
the project bombed. 

Then along came Rupert 
Mnrdorii, oiEteingto buy the 
title. The Minor men had no 
desire whatever to sell it to 
him, suspecting that this colo- 
nial upstart m^it turn it into 
a serious rival to their own 
house tabloid. But as soon as 
they knew there was a bidder 
fm the Sun, the stiU-pbwerf u l 
print unions let the employers 
know that tiiey would st (9 the 

whole Mirror stable ifMur- 
' doch was turned away. The 
bfirror proototiy caiutulated, 

and Murdoch got the Sun — 
whereupon he set about 
screwing the Dally Mirror, 
Just as everyone bad 
predicted. 

There tras. of course, a 
toudi poetic justice in this, 

. because it was Murdoch who 
finally destro y ed the very 

wnlnnH grtiirh him 

this good turn. Eddy Shah, tee 
little provincial newiepaper 
pro p rietor who founded 
Today, may have given the 
proeera its initial shove when 
he msistedon shutting oirt the 
tmiozks. But it was Murdoch's 
purdiase ofthe Sun. followed 
by hfr spectacular midni^ 
flit from Fleet Street to 
Wapplng, which cooyilBted 

thejob. 

But siqopose the print 
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people stiU said that Sibe- 
liusTOacomposerwhen i 

practxce he never com- 

Tkfs Was one ofthe 

fool vendettas conducted ta 

a pro^etor whom Smell- 
weed has always thon»>— 

as a wicked old man, t 
it ought to be said that fie. 
ures as admirable as ^ 
^haei Foot and my co- 
imnn^ neighbour hm 
ken cherished and 
hita. There is no reason wh 

composers shouldl^^® 
composing when tSyfLi 
th^Uvenm thrirSnSL 
That is nobler *hn^ 

who gave up when he 
afariypmoriedinte? 

until a rap^h^ 
ment was engineerSH “ 
wtochleade^pSS;^ 
saying; whata^Kl^^ 

What corrnpti^^{,5f^ 

thing. IneedhardiySv 

would never happed 
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The Guardian S: 


Out of touch with the 
blissed-out nation 


OTHER LIVES 15 


Martin Kettle 


P OLITICIANS pride 
ibemselves on their 
practlcaBty. It is the 
quality which, they be- 
lieve, sets them apart Th^ 


their own eyes is their contact 
with and understanding cf 
‘‘reelpet^de”, a race (tf whose 


preocciqpatiQnsth^claisia 

privOeged iQuqvled^ is 

denledtothoseofuswith - 
narrower esperimees. 

Iheabsolutek^tottilssiQ)- 
poeed mastery of practical polir 
tics is the beUefthat they see 
the world as. It is rosier than 
tfxe world as odiaa would like 
ittobeJYouandlzoaypathetl- 
caEy approve of taxation be- 
cause it redistributes 
rich to the poor. Pdltidazis 
Imow that real pec^le regard it 
just as theft from their 
pocltets.Yoaa 2 idIsiayweedi- 
]y suspect that always smdlng 
young crimmals to jail is the 
best way of guaranteeing them 
a life of crime. BoUticiaiis 
Imow that real people think 
that pxiaon’s too gw)d fbr them 
and would bapidly throw away 
the key. 


most wittiering when they 
speD out these worldly-wise 
pointstDrose-tlntedglasses- 
wearing caifr like you and me. 
Ihere is nothing that they like 
beti» than shoiriDg the rest of 
us how little VK re^Iy know 
about the real world. But If 

pftlTKff>aw48 

/wiR /WTiahnngthflflr PiihiTi 

Cook saying, oc£ is bcAmd also 
to ask they are not more 

popular mid respected than 
actually are? 

fhritisaikctthattbepoliti- 

giflTifl.* fiafth 1-hair nam nnHar . 

Standing of the people is not at 
allrec ipn y ^ ted- On tbecon- 
trary. If i^inlon p^ are 
right, then politlelans are 

daf i m a<t ha wmiffirally ont »f 
i»hri>aM rt1ann‘Mi i iii l ll a a . ] i n v 


cess has been a long lesson, not 
yet learned in some cases, 

in how great the Hichmna 
between the electors and the 
etected has DOW become. 

However, X don't say that the 

prartiral self* 

image is absolutely a figment 
(^th^ imagination. My objeo- 
tion is that ma^ such a 

selective virhmoutoftL Many, 
psiups an. politicians have a 
Witte* knowledge of life as it is 
lived than many, perhaps all, 
joumalista Ihe politicel 
system Obligee MPs to know 
thin^ whl:^ the press, fbr all 
te poptdte instincts, does not 
have ID match. 

Nevertheless it is surprising 
ftutt so much knowledge 
teaches so little wisdom. Wi& 
out wishing to slip into 'dae 
easycontenmoiary caricature 
tfpdlzticians as people who 
know everything about con- 
sultancies and nothing about 
constituencies, it is striking 
bow confused our politicians 
gpt when oonfroited with the 
evidence of the reel world in 
they are Otherwise so 
proud to tiro. 

Take drugs — if you get what 
Imeen. if politicians know so 


mu^ about me real wtffld, 
then they win kxiow dost drugs 
are wld^pread. No one is cer- 
tain exactly how wlde^tread, 
but the recent estimate that 
mtffe than five million adults 
have wcDAfom of lU^al drug 
experience was probably not 
maggereted. 

Even if you assume tiiat 
very few people over tire age of 
50 have ever touched any&ing 
illegal that stiUIeaves a boot 20 
million teenagers and adults 
who have grown up in or along- 
side one or other flf the post- 
1960s drug cultures. One In 
four cf them does not sound 
wildly wrong. 

Yet you would never know 
tirat dnig-taking was part of 
real life to listen to the politi- 
cians. Our political system is 
wholly meapable ofi»aetical 
debate about drugs, ft can shed 
tears fbr Leah Betts, but it has 
absolutely notiimg useAil to 
say to or about tile Ecstasy cul- 
ture. Fm sure some politicians 
take drugs — indeed Iknow 
one or two who have done and 
probably atm do so — but 
you'll hardly ever ^any poli- 
tician tetalk sensibly about 
the subject let alone to admit 


to having even smoked a joint 
m:poig)eda^ in tiielrhot 
youth- And even if they didn’t 
do tb€7 not have cMdren? 
Ai^tareptly not Fra: drugs is 
something that real people and 
poiliticians don't do. 

As a result it is one ofthe 
subjects on whidi proudly 
practical politicians turn into 
tiieirvery oigxsites. be- 

ooine panioCTiekm dog^- 
tists in tile grip of an all-party 
head-in-th&sand consensus. 
They have nothing of interest 
to say. 

T hey ensure, if they are 
Conservatives, that 
good advice to usere or 
would-be users is not 
available. They ensure, if they 
Sire Labour. tiiataj^oDe who, 
like dare Sbnrt 9 eaks out of 
torn is reprimanded. Or 
ensure, if they are Liberal 
Democauts, toat the subject is 
kept off their conference 
a^nda for fear cf embarrass- 
ment Each peitylon^ for the 
others to toeak ranks, not so 
tiiet they can at all start to 

be boaiest but mer^ so that 
they cem attai^ tiesn as irre- 
sponsible loonies. 


As a result thay have noth- 
ing usefU to say on <me Of the 
most topical and fer-reachlng 
social issues of the day. In a 
useflil v^on of practical poli- 
tics, politicians would discuss 
the issue for what itreaUy Is — 
a badly c^nlated multi-billion 
poundglobalandcottagem- 
dusfay providing an often vi& 

timless form of illegalpleasoFe 
whii^ in soBos ckcumstonces 

and some hands can lead to 

dangerous dependence and oo- 
casioiudly to petaonal disas- 
ter, but which typicaOy does 

not; rather than as a tiireat so 
Satanic that it cannot evmi be 
discussed Iv decent people in 
any save apocalyptic terms. 

Butit isn't just drugs. The 
whole debate about the femfly 
is begjaoning fo nmve in the 
same direction, too. Practical 
politicians woi^ know — if 
only from their own or their 
colleagues' direct experience 

good people as well as farnilies 
consisting ofbad people can 
break up even when do one 
wants tii^n to. They know that 
hn^cen femilies are wid^ 

spread and that society poods 

to have syst^ns and mecha- 


nisms fear coping with the con- 
sequence for adults and chil- 
dren alike. 

Yet the Government very 
pearly decided not to bring in 
its divorce reform legislation 
this week because itteffed the 
electoral consequences of ac- 
cepting its responsibilities in 
this field. Priests should not 

set themselves up as pc^ti* 
dans, butpolitidans 
not set themselves up as 
priests eitiier. 

It has become one of the lazi- 
est cliches cf tile 1990 b to say 
tiiat politicians are all out of 
touch or thsrt pities is irrele- 
vant I don't believe either 
remark is true and I think it is 

imwatant to do every thing tn 
ensure that they are not self- 
fulfilling. But politicians are 

bad at taking tiieir chances 
when they occur. That is my 

principal distress at tte 
Queen’s Speech this wedL Not 
tiiat it shorn how wicked the 
Conservatives are in particu- 
lar, but that it felled to make 
the case fbr politics and poltti- 
clans, ft had nothing import 
tant to ssy. but on too many 
Iseuea that te a felling ataaxed 
by all the parties. 


Bridlington’s 
sandcastles 
in the air 

David Hockney Is set to oome home. 
But, MARTIN WAINWMG 
theeastcoastand its motlier^^ 
pearl light be a Yorkshire LA? 


AST Coast 
Joys!”sin8aone 
oftiie great rail* 
way posters of 
thirties Britain, vrith a David 
Hockney sidash of white* 
rinded blue sea, dotted wifii 
pfaik swinunen and paddling 
boys. Faraway in smog- 


ridden CalUbmia, ^ artist 
bimselfbas caught the echo, 
accordlngto interviews mark- 
ing his LotriOh exhibition. 
Hockney wants to emne home. 
Iba Oakte studio, imu mean? 
Like his lookallfce Alan 
itett, with a London pad in 
some agreeable quarter— 
say, Primrose HUl? No? Par^ 


don? Bridangton.^Ba. ha. Yes, 
we know he comes from Brad^ 
ford and has this northern 
tiling about tending his roots. 
But a man iriio's nibbled — 
swallowed — the LA lotus is 
hardly going to yawn away his 
senior years in Bril 

Dont be too testy, my 
sophisticated friends Come 
instead to tiiese yellow sands, 
b^ottd Ok Esplanade, tile no- 
rai Pavilion and the lifeboat 
station, where the North Sea 
eats laidlyat ttiereenmbeut 
Yorkshire coast and the don- 
keys trot with their hajgjylh- 
tie Jolm Waynes. 

Some years ago. more or 
leK whm Tom Purvis was 
painting his LNBR posters, 
the Bridlington lifeguard was 
indeed an intexnational star. 
Swotting round the bay in an 
RAF rescue launch, T E Law- 
rence (of Arabia) spent a con- 
tented winter here. Along the 
front, Charlotte Bronte 
stroD^a century earlier. "It 
has almost driven me 'dean 
daft',** die wrote; she cried 
with emotion and had to have 
a rest on first sighting the bay 
near Burton Agnes. E 
her wispy ghost stiD visits. 


she surely pays an approving 
can on Alan Ayckbeum, pot- 
tering down the beach from 
Scarborough as he tries to 
work out plots. 

Winifred Holtby probably 
Joins in from her quiet grave 
in the Wolds of her fictional 
South RUing; Storm Jameson 
dashes busUy down from 
Whiti^^mrsued by a lusting 
Wilkie (^Ulnsl; andoldLar- 

kmmaundersupfrofflHolder- 
ness. Plenty of writers. But 
artteS? Are we talkmg only 
Hockney's gallant, 95-year-old 
mckl^, xvtizvd to Bridlington 
biti still busy with her ama- 
teur easel? The artist was stay- 
ing with bar this we^ 

**We have this ’mother-aT- 
pearl sky* which has inspired 
asuccesstoa of artists,” says 
Nia] Adams, curator of 
Sew^iyHaliaid'sartgal- 
1^, which is runnii^ a very 
un^irovinciaj exhibition at 
the moment on 20th century 
British painters. David Bom- 
bet^ hang on the wall beside 
an angular T^-ndham Lewis, 
aH loaned by an anonymous 
local etdlector imoney is not 
shon in Yorkshire), “lliis 
pearly, honlnous effect is 


something qtecial to OUT bit of 
the coast, rve never heard a 
convincing explanation for ft. 
It takes a bft of getting used to, 
but after a few days here, 
you'll see what I mean.” The 
Bast York- 
shire 
borough 
council de- 
partment of 
leisure and 
tourism 
wholeheart- 
edly agrees 
(althmigh ac- 
tually there 
was hati Eas- 
ing 

yesterday). 

The finest 
ofthe East 
Ridingpaint- 
ers.aschod 
awaiting 
rediscovery. 
wasFted 
ElweHwbt»e 
painting The Firstborn is 
annually voted the public’s 
fevouritoatthe Fehrens Gal- 
lery in Hull The picture’s sen- 
ttmsnt&l subject, a young 
mother, feth^and child, can 
obscure its innovative tech- 


nique in Adams’s (and other 
entics’) informed view. “My 
Go±> Tliat man could tendle 
paint! And like all tile artists 
who come here, Hockney 
mcluded of course, he was fes- 


Have donkey, 'viU travel ... suitable subject fbr a 
renowned artist at Bridlington? photograph: don ucpice 


cinated tile light” 

Elwell was also an encour- 
ager ofthe young, and one 
aftenioon he spM a junior 
railway gimrd witii a sketch 
pad at an East Riding bait He 
volunteered to give tile lad les- 


sons. So b^an the career of 
Bridlington's best home- 
grown artist Walter Gooding, 
whose pictures are being ex- 
hibited atSewer b yHaP. Four 
decades later, and the young 
disciple could 
have been 
Hockn^, 
who holi- 
dayed at 
Brid. took ca- 
sual jobs on 
farms and ex- 
plored the 
beaches. In 
the opinion of 
JonatbanSil- 
ver.apal 
since Brad- 
ford Gram- 
mar who runs 
theHocteo^ 
Gallery in 
Salt’s MXn, 
“David has 
never left 
eifherBrad* 
ford or the east coast in mind 
or spirit so Fm not sure we 
should really be talking about 
him coming Mrit He went to 
Calffonfia but took Yorishire 
with him. I don’t believe he’s 
ever really beenaway.” 


Famous in Bradford for bis 
oldpram, which carriedhis 
colours and canvases to Ship- 
ley (Hen and Apperley Bridge, 
Hockney took to two wheels to 
gettoBridasastudentP^- 
op Garrbwby Hill Pedal- 
ling through Fridaythoipe. He 
liked the coastal li^t and 
still does; enjoying the 
mottecKif-pearl fr^ his 
mother’s boiM — whm, Brid- 
lington 9piman notes with 
emphatic approval “they 
ke^ foems^ves to tiiem- 
setra”. If anyone does notice 
him fining a carrier bag in Old 
Town, tb^ probably think 
he’s someone they met on the 
bus, or Alan Bennett The 
d^ertment tfleisure and 
tourism has DO Hockney iwo- 
motkmplans. 

West coast east coast The 
sun which sets on Malibu also 
rises on Chiifeen Run Jetty 
and SouQi Marine Dxrra. 
Hocko^ , his dogs Stanley and 
Bot^andtiieirpoQper- 
seoops, would fit eaeity into 
this landscape. And, tiffou^ 
his pr esen ce, the quiet East 
Rlding6cho6L<ffpaiafca8 
might alsofind their way into 
theligte 


Godsqu^ . ..some ofthe 4,000 ««gr^atkm at Kens i ngton Temple in London (above); and C^in Dye (below), who aims to be a star on TV as well as in the pulpit photographs; kiPPAMATT>wws(atovB).AM3nEWTsrA 

TV channels with God on their side 


Television evangelism, once as American 
as apple pie, is now fighting for British 
viewers. MADELEINE BUNTING reports 


A MBRICAN televan- 

#\ gellsts may have 
# % offered compulsive 
viewing in tile late 
# weightiesasthey 
sobbed their apologies for 
fraud and call giris, but ft left 
the British wary of any Chris- 
tian broadcasting more potent 
than Songs Of Praise. 

It gave birth toa suspicimi 
that evangelical Cluiatianity 
and television don’t mis. In 
papularperceptlon.tbec(xn- 
binatlon appeared to breed an 
obsessian with personalities 
akin to a cult While manipu- 
lating the audience's emotions 
with accomplished 

with razzmatazz. 

But two new British Chris- 
tian broadcasting companies 
are convinced they can turn 
these prejudices on their head 
within tile next year. 

hi two weeks' time, Rory 
and Wendy Alec launch Chris- 
tianity 's answer to CMTITs 
Axme and Nick when their 
chat show goes live on the 
recently launched Christian 
Channel Europe, now broad- 
casting on satelUtefor three 
hours a day (4-7am). Mean- 
white. cable company ArisZ is 


holding a meeting tomorrow 
in west London as part of a 
national roadshow which has 
canvased more than LOOO 
churches, pleadiDg for money 
and prayers ahead of Its 
launch next April 

The smart money for first 
British televangelist is on 
Colin Dye, senior pastw of 
Kensington Temple to Lon- 
don’s Notting HiH Gate, where 
AOOO peoide squeeze into a 
succession of services each 
Sunday. High above them, 
tucked into the rafters 
Elim Pentecostal church, is an 
editing suite. 

Dye is already broadcasting 
two half-hour programmes a 
week on CCE from here, and 
Ark2 is inteested in signing 
him up. Kensington Temide 
has Invested £150,000 in broad- 
casting equipment — out of an 
annual bud^ of £2 minion — 
forDye’s^t show, Powm* 
For Living, and fte: a weekly 
service broadcast from the 
church. Wake Dp Euix^. 

Dye is fiercely ambitious. A 
former actor and choirboy 
with a taste for natty ties and 
an emotive preaching style, he 
admits to betogfescinated by 


televisiozL It’s the ultimate 
commvudcation tool fbr some- 
one who believes their job is 
topreach the Good News. He 
says he’s been titiuking about 
gettingou to the box for years, 
hut has bera biding his time 

iifiHI thgTigh T rhgTiff^ rawt a 
along. He wants to get tele van- 
gelism right. 

The message Is uncompro- 
mising. Itor broadcasting 

fr>ia TTiMTia tn tHmiwmRa 

ofpeople across Burcgie bade 
to the bellefe of tile early 
church. ’’Europe is condng 
into a spiritual renewal azid 
weaxe ledaimix^tt for bibli- 
cal Christianity, which is the 
cmly hope for a hurting world. 
We could w^ be in the last 
days. The survival ofthe 
pluet Isnow at stake.” 

Dye’s analysis is that tiw 
mider-25 generation is rebel- 
lingagainsttiiepenzxisBlve- 
QBSS of their ex-hippy pare^ 
and are desperately searching 
for a purer . mwe moral life. 

R Tig J r i ng wta Ria c mtlaly «*»^»*. 

troDed by the ex-htopies, demt 
support this search. 

What many Christians fear 
is tiiat this is ^letto broadcast- 
tog for the already converted 


jwiri that the charismatic, arm- 
waving style of Kensington 
Temple seen out of context 
mlgjitputaff ratiierthan at- 
tract, the "uDcihurdied’’. Ark2 
clatots it will tackle a main- 
stream agenda with involve 
meet <ffa much broader spec- 
trum of Christian belief 

But who is going to watch 
Christian television? Only 13 
per cent ofBritons are now 
r^ular cfaurdigoefs and as an 
audience they are unreliable. 
Recent zeseaxcb shows they 
watch much less televiaian 
tiian the rest oftiie peculation. 

Thi s is w here the problems 
start Wm CCE and ArkZ draw 
enough vieweia to make them 
viable? Neither has heen 


greeted with tile rapturous 

that fh^ haH 

bc^ed for ftmn tiie Christian 
communhy-Alieadytiieam- 
bitioDS are proving more ^en- 
tifulftentiieresourcestofol' 
fil them. Christian 
broadcasting is not going to 
prove the mon^roinner it 
has been m America, where 
regular on-screen requests fca* 
dooations have made millian- 
aires of popular evangdists. 
The Independent Television 
Commission code rules out 
any soliciting for fonds. 

CCE has been launched on a 

shoestring. Ark2 has bad to 
rethink its strategy after it 
was rejected by the Jerusalem 
Triist ^ up to pn^iagate 
Christianity ty fervent Chris- 
tians Sir Tim Sainsbury and 
his wife). Aik2 has hired Saat- 
chi&Saatchito recruit corpo- 
rate sponsors keen to asso- 
ciate themselves with the 
vdiolesoBnefemily values of a 
Christian diannel 

Ct^'a gtr a1t»nari finanHal 

circumstances have guidtiy 
led to eza<^ what th^ set 
out to avoid — buying in bulk 
cheap American program- 
ming with plenty oftub- 
tiiuznptog otato^ and mlzac- 
ulous bedings. Morris 
Cernllo is to be a regular 
contributor. 

Whb so little money and 
bleak predictions of ^likely 
rati^ —Premier, the first 


Christian radio station, 
recently released low^ audi- 
ence figures than expected — 
one can understand why the 

tJiaimalg are urgBfntty begging 

prayers. But the optimism 
of both is undentablB- What 
sustains them is tile convic- 
tion that God is cm their side, 
that the time is right and that 
the country needs them. 

Art2 sets great storehy a 
statistic — 70 per cent of the 
British believe in (3od even if 
they (to not necessarily attend 
dxiuoh. "There’s a spiritual 
void. The churches are not get- 
ting tinough to a lot of peosJe. 
The riiannd will he able to 
caah in onfhe gexteral disUia- 

elftningn t thaf pn? Wirians 

haven’t ^ an ttie answers.” 
says Ross (toad of AA2. 

Mk RES wants to draw 
#\ in a general andl- 
#% enceaeferingthema 
Christian per^iee- 
m wtive; thus Lfo^ 
Purves is lined up for a i^t 
show, AuberoD Waugh for a 
political programme, and 
Ghristian sports Stars win 
regular^ oflkr thou^its <m 
combining body and soul 
Ark2’s]^antooEtea(2hris- 
tlan morality to fin Qie coun- 
try’s spiritual vacuum is 
bued on two assumpttons. 
First, tiiat tile 70 per cent who 
believe in <3od are interested 
in Christianity as opposed to 


New Age, witchcraft or the 
Reverend Moon, and, 
secondly, tiiat tiiey want to 
team more about God on 
television. 

Rev Alan Sorenson oftiie 
Church cf Scotland, ato a hot 
tto in tile televai^elist stakes, 
attracts an audience of more 
tiian 100,000 for Radio Clyde 
on his Sunday mom^ slot 
He believes broadcasting is 
about gnt»rtainTnBTi 1 ~ you 
femeto entertain, only then 
can yon inform and educate. 

Its critics would ax^ue that 
television wotHs by stimulat- 
ing the emotions eitiier dir 
ivctly or vc^uristually. Thus 
yoiimlteUfireaiidbrinistone 
pieadier te as good as a hoiTor 
film in provoktog fear; some- 
one repenting all their evil 
deeds between sobs provides 
superb narrative. Miracles 
are as enthralling as magic. 

Boned down to subb basics, 
Christianity is great televi- 
siom Christ pnnni^ signs, 
wonders and miracles in the 
New ’TesteiDteit aad evaxigdi- 
cal broadmstexs promise to 
deliver. What gets missed out 
is the qutert, modest bumble 
fefth of tile media-diy. 

But with 200 fewer people 
attending churches every 
we^ (tortstians believe they 
have to grasp the nettle of 
modmi media, or they will 
have no way communlea^ 
tog to tiiose beyond the pews. 


PR isn’t 

good 

enough 


Continued from page 13 
protests. But they can’t seem 
to see it tiiat way.” 

Lodked at from tiie outside, 
multinatioQBl corporatitms 
seem very strong; but. looked 
at from the insid^ it seems 
tiiey feel very vutoerahle 
indeed. If corporations are 
world managers today, they 
are not good ones — because 
tiiey work on tile basis of an 
almost conqdete separation of 
trade fimn politics. 

In exchange for the onpr^ 
edented access they now enjoy 
to almost all national econo- 
mies, ttiere seems to be an un- 
spokm agreement tiiat corpo- 
rations will take few ethical 
stands and generally resist 
any attempt to use trade sano 
tions to bring about political 
diange. One side is free to 
trade as it sees fit and tiie 
otiier to rule as it sees fit 

The result is tiiat carpora- 
timis see themselves as hav- 
ing few choices, as b^ng vto- 
ttma of circumstance, arid 
they tend to react to protest 
movements even to their 
home countries as Just 
anoth^ of their problems. A 
recent artade in a ms^azlne 
much read by businessmen 
analyses Bxmit Spar as a 
'Tnedia mugging” asks 

managers how they would 
cope with a Greenpeace 
assault 

Ifanagers are ri^t to feel 
tiiat tiiey are guardians of tiie 
productivity which keeps the 
world tarn^ and that tiie 
wayfnwhiriilhisproductxv- 
ityisachievedcannotbespot- 
tess to a difficult dany^rous 
and riiaotie wnrld. Bnttiiete 
are surely degrees. 

Iheo Qrlemans, Dutdi head 
of tiie Nigerian natural gas 
company in which Shell has 
its stake, who tills week 
announced that a new plant 
wDuldgo ahead, says: 'Tbave 
not be^ able to see how stop- 
ptog this pr(^ect will h^ any- 
body, toelnding the Og^ 
peo^” in the narrowest 
sense be may be ri^t Yet a 
serious gest^ by Shell 
would hive huittiie Nigslan 
government in perhaps the 
otnly way it can be hurt and 
would have set an in^iortant 
sneeedent 

Indrridnal businessmen 
share file same anxieties 
about the way that the world 
is going as do intelligent 
pe^e cf other backgrounds. 
Yet as a cciUective, they seem 
pecoliaxly resistent to the 
idea that morality and advan- 
tage ™i gh* TO tori de in an 
effort to adopt common stan- 
dards of production, saf^ 
and enviroomeiital care, and 
to avoid collusion with bad 
governments. 

As Susan George says: 

“Why doesn’t Just one of them 
do It? And see if tiie consam- 
ers cf the world would flD(fe to 
its doors? I tiiink they would. 
All the corporatioDS thtok of 
te doing plod public relatii^ 
and not cf doing good, which 
might turn out to be the best 
public relations of all” 
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H UGOYODNGis 
wrong in two 
respects (Both sides 
die social phan* 
tom, November 16). First he is 
wrong to claim that Tony 
Blair watered down his ocxn* 
mitment to the social chapter 
in his speech to ihe lhat 

commitment is as esiplicit as 
ever. What Tony Blair did 
was to counter the Cooserva- 
dve-fhelled perception that 
the social chapter Is a body of 
costly, job-destroyiz^ 
measures. 

In fact, the social chapter is 
a maff haniam far a*«n «HTY g 
new legislation. A Labour 
govemmoit would discuss 
European Commi^ion pro- 
posals with Britain's Euro- 
pean partners and argue our 
case in the best interests of 
British business and its 
employees. 

Tony Blair made it clear 
that there is no questloo of a 
Labour Minister simply 
a^eeing to all European Com- 
mission proposals without de- 
bate. we believe that 
Britain’s interests are best 
served by being represmted 
tfarou^out the discussions 
and n^otiations, in order to 
shape legislation before it is 

agreed, eithW unatiiinftnfily 
or by qualified m^riiy. 

Sec(^ Hugo Young is 
wrong and seems to contra- 
dict himself about the aiqiiar- 
ent impmianoe he attaches to 
die social chapter. He begins 
by sajrtbig it is the “single pol- 
icy^ which determines 
^diether Tony Blair is a 
socialist Yet be ^ds by say- 
ing that it is a “phantom 
enemy” and that ‘ *those who 
conjure it up are ever more 
de^Hsrate to reinvent the 
post”. Zt cannot be both. 

His first claim is quite ex- ! 

traordinary. Is he really say- I 
big fliat all recent Labour^ j 
icies on a jobs programme for I 
the young unemployed, I 
reducing class sixes, and mea- 
sures to tac^ homelessness I 
are nodiing to do with social- | 


ism — but that the Parental 
Leave Directive is? 
GeofiTHoon MP. 

House t^Commons, 
Westminster, 

London SWl OAA. 


A rationale for rationing 

T he key question in your ( bate on priortties with 
coveraae of priority set- NHS. To this end. we r 


. I coverage of priority set- 
ting in the NHS (Bationing in 
thud of NHS, November 17) is 
how to determine which ser- 
vices will be "rationed'' and 
exactly who will be consulted 
in the process. 

No one would claim that 
resources are unlimited or 
that demand has not in- 
creased. The NHS has under- 
gone remarkable and radical 
changes following recent 
reforms as well as demo- 
graphic change, technological 
advance and otiier factors. 

But while the health service 
continues to undergo struc- 
tural and strategic develop- 
ment there is increasing un- 
certainty for consumers about 
just what the NHS is. There is 
confusion over who should 
benefit from it what standard 
^care patients have the right 
to ezp^ and what the nation 
can afford. 

These issues can on^ be 
adequately addressed in an in- 
formed azid open aational de- 
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The VOC is die largest wildlife club for young people in 
the world and costs just £7 for a whole year's member- 
ship. The many benafits to be enjoyed include: 

• WalcoBM with a FREE 6o ISnta ba s eball cap. 

• 6 icsacs of AMZbia fka yOGb bi-MMMr naga^M. 

• FRS aecaas to over IM RSPB aahira reseivss. 

• HMdrads of acthritias, evento nd boUAys spadany 

aigaaisad far YOC Manban. 

So 0VS a child you care for a really special Christinas 
gift Simply eompleta and raniRi the 
fonn below now. 
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YOCmmbeis Ttia vOC is thv junior momborahla of Tht 
Royal SocMy forth* PratMtIan of Birdi 


I would Kico to make a gift of YOC mombonhip to: 

I Warn. _ Data of birth 

I Name Date of birth. 

hrtfimint 

I 

I CPlMM Ms adOtional nimw on ■ atcaraw ihott «r pspsn 

Om y«ar% mwnlinrvMp O £7 for one Mid O OR £9 for ef! 

I Children in the fomlly - which Indudas a YOC m each FREE. 

Special tnwMfaroffovDfil* far one child QORClSfarall 
I children in the family • which indudes a FREE wildlife inflataUe 
* globe per household PLUS a YOC cap each. 

I lendoseBChequdPOlpevabletoYOQordebitmyAcGesdViaa 

jcartJNa j IJ I I I i 1 I j J I U \ 13 

* far tho amount Of c F I Expiry date I i I i 1 

I trtsain quom Ora addrass of tho cardholder H iWtorant from below) 

I ganmnltforfo aloMtura fAfSeSll 

* My name Mr/Mrs/Ma (GGOGLOl 

I Address 
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Plean sand the wa lc oma pack to nw D to the new memberfs) C3 

Saodto: YOC. RSPB. RlEEPOST. Hm Ledge. 

B a nd ifr B adfordaWra SC19 20R (Res no aOTOTe) 
IV AaOy Mat iiifcw actiM for arlU bMa W Ar Mkmawiit 
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f^tsrs, November IS) casti- 
gates your organ for its “thor- 
ou^ misr ep r es e ntation” 
the position taken up by Tony 
Blafr on the European social 
chapter in his recent address 
I to the CBI. He claims that Mr 
I Blair’s position on the social 
I chapter as indicated in that 
spe^ “is absolutely In line 
with the position set out at the 
last election and in many 
speeches since”. 

This is what Mr Blair actu- 
ally said in his CBI speech: 
“The real fear is that by being 
part of [tbe social chapter] we 
may in future agree to the im- 
port of indolent practices to 
Britain". This is a very far 
cry indeed from Labour's 
manlfe^ at the last election, 
which unreservedly sup- 
ported the social chapter, or 
the unambiguous endorse- 
ment given to it by Mr Blair 
in suteequent speeches on the 
subject 

Walter Cairns. 

Broomhurst Hall, 

836 Wilznslow Road, 
Manchester, M20 SRP. 

T ony Blair in bis speech to 
tbe CBI and your editorial 
on November 14 both refer to 
the “praal” rates of taxation 
impo^ by Labour govem- 
ments. Artis and Cobham con- 
clude in their analysis. 
Labour’s Economic Policies 
1974-79, that “the much-touted 
higher mai^nal rates of in- 
come tax were paid only by an 
extraordinarily small propor- 
tion of taxpayers”. It is not 
surprising that the Conserva- 
tives disseminate myths 
about the onerous burdens of 
tax levied by Labour in tbe 
past — but why Mr Blair? 
Eric Shaw. 
e.dahaw^'stir.ac.uk 
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History that sank without trace 


bate on priortties within die 
NHS. To this end. we recom- 
mend the establishment of a 
Roj’al Commission on priority 
setting to ensure that the 
views of all those concerned 
with the health service — r in- 
cluding oonsumers, as the' Imy 
stakeholders — are consid- 
ered with the careful delibera- 
tion which they deserve. 

Ruth Evans. 

Director, 

National Consumer Council. 
20 Grosvenor Gardens, 
Lon^n SWlW ODH. 

A BIG thank you to the 
Guardian for (mblishlng 
tbe step by st^ guide to hip 
replacement in words and pic- 
tures (November 17). This 
will be very useful for anyone 
who is not in the Royal Fam- 
ily and therefore lai^uishing 
on the NHS waiting list Now 
they can have a go at heme. 
Blue Peter style. 

Belinda Bennett 
S13c Caledonian Road. 

London N7 9RN. 


■ WAS very surprised to 
read the article conoeciung 
fte loss of the silver on tbe 
US Liberty ship John Bar^. 
quofing extensively die views 
the historian Dr Joha 
Channley (Sunk silver 
‘reveals US deal with Stalin’. 
November 13). 

On a factual detail $26 mil- 
lion dollars in August 1944, 
wheu the John Bury was 
lost, did not equate to £16 mil- 
lion on August 1944 prices, as 
is suggested. The exchange 
rate in August 1944 was ap- 
proximately 34 to the ^und. 
which makes tbe sterling 
equivalent of 326 million dol- 
lars £6.5 million not £16 
miUlon. 

Rather more impmtantly 
the conclusion that Dr Chmm- 
ley has drawn, namely that 
the discovery of silver on 
bo^ the John Barry entirety 
alters die accepted view of the 
relations between Stalin and 
Roosevelt seems to me to be 
hi ghly speculative. Dr 
Charley fails to distinguish 
between the 3 million one 
ounce silver coins that were 
definitely shhiped on board 
the John Barry for the ac- 
count of Saudi .Arabia, and 
the 1,600 tons approximately 
c^sQver bullion which cer- 
tain parties baire claimed was 
also on board, but for the exis- 
tence of \riiich no solid docu- 
mentary evidence has ever 
been forthcoming. Fifty per 
centof the Saudi coins have 
now been recovered by 
Bluewater Recoveries in a 
technologically hi^y sophis- 
ticated and successful opera- 


tion. but none of the seqipased 
1,600 tons of silver bullion has 
to date been located. Tbe 
main evidence that has been 
cited to support the view that 
thisenormousquantityofsa- - 
ver was ever indeed on board 
is the statement the John 
Barry’s purser on readiing 
Aden. However, after having 
been torpedoed he may well 
have been confused about the 
precise quantity of silver that 
had been shipp^ Survivors' 
statements are notoriously 
unreliable sources evldaue 
when R comes to determining 
a ^ip’s catgo. 

The thesis outlined in ll>e 
Guardian article is ftirther 
m^ermined when one con- 
siders that a Liberty ship was 
very far from beingafirst 
rate form of conveyance for 
such a huge and valuable 
shipment silver as 1.600 
tons. 

The US naval authorities 
I were well aware of which 
classes of ship were most vul- 
nerable to torpedo, and any- 
one who has studied gold and 
silver shipoaents made during 
the second world war would 
anireciate tlmt it is most un- 
likely that they would have 
risked such a vast shipment 
in such an unreliable bot- 
tom. Eved more darrmingly, 
governments are not in ^ 
habtt of los^ the equivalent 
of £200 million without some 
record of its loss and yet no 
government has ever daimed 
ownership of this supposed 
1,600 tons of silver. The sug- 
gestions that Roosevelt sent 
this enormous amount of 


I txumey almost as a private gift 
' widiout any consultation with 
appropriate US fiscal bodies 
or documentary record can 
sure^ not be given serious 
consideration, 

! The stwy of the John 
I Barry, while certainly fascl- 
nating. seems slender evi- 
dence indeed on which to base 
the rewriting of the history of 
the second world war. 
l!^el Pic^ord. 

61 Victoria PariE, 

Cambridge CB4 3FJ. 

%#OUR report of Roosevelt's 
¥ S2B millkm silver bullion 
sweetener for Stalin, sunk in 
August 1944. mokes interest- 
ing reading. Ihave no special 
knowledge of this shipment, 
and look forward to reading 
John Beasanfs account, but 
your readers should be made 
aware that the sum involved 
was by no means large. It rep- 
resented roughly two and a 
half days of t^ United States' 
supply of the Soriet war tfort 
attlfe time, since in August 
1944 the US government wgs 
sending economic asslstaira 
to the USSR at the rate of 
roughly 310 million a day. In 
1944 alone tbe US sni^iliedtbe 
Soviet Union with nearly 
1180 million worth of non fer- 
rous metals, of which tbe 
John Barry shipment repre- 
sented one seventh. Alterna- 
tively. the sum may be 
reckoned as one fifth of 1 per 
cent of the total of wartime US 
aid tothe USSR, which in 
turn was dwarfed 1^ Ameri- 
can assistance to Britain. 

The idea that this rather 


trivial smn was design^ to 
draw Stalin into a special 
relationship «Tid cut out 
Choichin seems overidayed. 
How could it mean mcce to 

■<S fa>lTTi thnn ttywiBainriR fif 
tanks and trucks? Of was it 
intended fiu- Stalin person- 
ally? Stalin, with victory xn 
prospect, bad DO plans to emi- 
grate and. with tbe entire 
resources oftiie Soviet Union 
at bis disposal, no personal 
need for silver bullion, Ihe 
purpose of the shipment Is 
cerhdnlyQfinfetwtbatfnr- 
fiier li^t seems to be 
required. 

Finally, John Beasanfs 
reported astonishment at Roo- 
sevelf 5 secret support of the 
"Bolshevik state” when tbe 
cold war was just around the 
corner shows ignorance of 
history. Tbe scale of US aid 
was bodily public, and 
aroused constant congres- 
sional debate. At foe same 
time warfime secrecy covered 
I aH individual shipments, not 
I Just this one. 

Rightly or wrongly, Roose- 
velt’s and Churchill's strategy 
was based on tbe assumption 
that their countries' common 
interest lay in securing the 
defeat cf (^rmany in Russia. 
They paid tbe Russians to 
' bear tbe brunt of killing and 
being killed for the Allies as a 
whole: Ttuman afterwards de- 
clared the purpose Ameri- 
can aid to be foe saving of 
American lives. 

Mark Harrison. 

Department of Economics, 

I University of Warwick, 

' Coventry CV4 7AL. 


Why can’t the Government 
play the human rights card? 

I WRITE to support your can I ing their legal right o 
(Leader. Nbvmnber 17) that 1 It is vital that such a 


I (Leader. November 17) that 
the propel asylum le^la- 
tion should be the subject of 
review a Special Standing 
Committe. The United 
Nations High Commissionefr 
for Rrihgees reported this 
week that a total of 27 million 
people around tbe world have 
fled their homes because of 
war arid persecution. 

This is a significant hu- 
manitarian crisis, the consid- 
eration (^wfaichsbould be 
lifted ftnin tbe sound-bite ex- 
changes that often pass for po- 
litical debate. 

The Refugee Legal Centre 
represents asylum seekers 
whose applications are 
refused and who are exercis- 


ing their legal right cf 
It is vital that such a review is 
‘conducted fairly within a pro- 
cedure dfiP Eniid fbr an objec- 
tive and qpen-minded explo- 
ration of tbe facts: these are 
matters (rf^life and deatii. 

The debate surrounding the 
legislation should also be con- 
ducted in fois spirit and 
allow those of us Involved 
with foese questions on a day- 
today basis to directly inform 
foe debate. I beg foe Govera- 
men t to play foe human rights 
card. 

Barry Stoyle. 

Director, Refugee Lc^ 

Centre, 

Sussex Home. 

3945 Bermondsey Street 
T^mylnn $El 3XF. 


The Lottery’s net losers 


Lick of paint i Students on the night shift I SeasonaJ cheer 


W HAT a fitting comment 
on foe reconi cf tiie 
Party of Law and Order that 
it should take 20 minutes for a 
solitary policeman to respond 
to on open assault on foe 
Conservative Party «Aia1nnan 
within a stone's throw of Par- 
liament Can the Government 
Still be suiprised that lesser 
mortals are preoccupied with 
the fear of crime? 

Keith MA<A. 

157 Pickhurst Lane, 

Hayes. Kent BR2 7HU. 

I ASSUME foat while foe res- 

, I ervolrs in Yorkshire are get- 
! ting drier by foe day, Yoiit- 
shire Water is taking the 
opportubity to perform exten- 
sive maintenance to the 
pumps and dams etc., so foat 
when there Is water available, 
it wont mean halting water 
supplies to customers. 

David Mepham, 

3 Ticklefond Drive. 
Southampton. 

E ddie Shah’s technical 
problems were indeed a 
colourful mess (Tbday folds, 
November 17) but it wasn't 
‘’Fleet Street wags” who came 
up with the ccmcept of Eddie- 
Shah \'islon, rather an open- 
ing credits sketch (which 1 
wrote, and Perkins/Uoyd 
produceefi for Spitting Lnage. 
Paul Clark. 

30 St Nicholas Avenue. 

Rim Park, Hornchuich. 

Essme RFM12 4PR. 


Letters to the Editor may be 
faxed on 0171 837 4530 or sent 
by poet to 1 19 Farringdon Road, 
London EC1R 3ER, and by e- 
mail to letter9f$guardian.co.uk. 
PIsaae include a full poetal 
address and daytime telephone 
number, even In e-maNed 
letters. 


A rriving in my depait- 
ment this morning I 
received a letter which in- 
cluded tbe following passage: 
”1 write to inform you of the 
reasons for my abwnoe fiw 
the past two tutorials. Due to 
financial struggles I took a 
part-time job on Monday 

ni^ts causing myself to be in 
an extreme state of tiredness 
foe following day. The matter 

has now been rectified tn foat 

I have been allowed to change 
my nights of work." During 
the day I have seen three 
other students about their 
poor attendance and m each 
case the reasons given have 
been financial difiiculty lead- 
ing to foe teking up of casual 
work to make <mda meet. In 
two cases young men are 
wockii^ three or four ni^ts a 
week till 3.30 am, with conse- 
quent effects On their peifor- 
mance. On consulting their 
records I discovered exem- 
plary school reports and A 
level results in the A and B 


range. These are well moti- 
vated and very bright young 
people, grievously handi- 
capped by tbe callous policy of 
the Governmeot Thesz^tof 
them in my office, stressed 
I and close to tears, brings out 
in me a violent rage with tbe 
agents oS their distress. 

The ‘‘Edinburgh solution” 
(Guardian, Novembers), the 
foimding of a part time job 
agency, is an abdication of 
university and stadent 
union responsibility to harass 
axriexpoee the (jovernment 
There is no easy sdation. but 
a start should be made by 
dosing all unlvmsity pre- 
mises on an agreed in foe 

spring of next year, calling for 
support from the lirc, de- 
manding It from foe Labour 
Party, aM tbe hiring of 
special trains for a masstve 
march on Parliament 
U)r)JD Charlton. 
Department of Politics, 
UnivBTsi^ cf Leeds, 

Leeds L$29JT. 


D ECE:ntly tile baby milk 

ilcompany Nestle, in one cf 
its guises, bes taken to adver- 
tising tiiroud) foe Post Office 
franks CB2 my mail, with tiie 
wtxds: "Havea bte^Nestie 
Kit Eat” When I send greet- 
ing to friends this Christmas I 
do not wish this company to be 
gdvnrtisiiig wtfoout my pm> 
misskn on envekgies or post- 
cards that I have bou^iL Does 
anybody know cf a way this 
corporategrafBti can be 
sliced? 

gpot could somebody 

eyplawi the leg al rUffgi-. 
eoce botwcou their activity 
wifo my mall and an indi^- 

iial riaiihing an p qiially «hnrf 


¥ to convince the public 
that buying National Lottery 
tickets will help good causes, 
as the full page advertisement 
(Guardian, November IQ pur- 
ports to say. The reality, 
never mma the demeanizig 
imagery, however, is some- 
what diShrent 

Whilst a few hundred chari- 
ties will be very fortunate net 
beoecQclaries as reciptenls 
grants frtjm the National Lot- 
tery Charities Board. 
OiousandsifDotteDsoftiiou- 
sands more will be net losers 
as 8 result of £100 million per 
week being Q>ent on tiie 
lottery. 

Contrary to John Major’s 
view iTiig is not “additiona- 
lity’’ (sic) but a huge substita- 
tion of spending some of ; 
which (£388 mffikm peranum I 
according to the latest NCVO | 
research) would have been : 
givratodiarities. Forarts j 
and berftags organisations j 
these grants may w^ consti- 
tute new moo^ — tiieyare 
not tile ones out on foe streets 
seeking support from the gen- 
eral public. FOr many chari- 
ties a real decline in sponta- 
neous, discretionary 
donations has already hap- 
pened and evenagrantfram 
tbe NLCB may not compen- 
sate thCT fbr that loss of 
income. 

The Lottery continues to ' 
be. just that; and any message 


I from Camelot to tbe contrary 
I is, to say tbe least pretty 
suspect 
, Peter Maple. 

Directs of Communications 
I and Fundraish^ 

Arthritis Care. 

18 Stephenson Way. 

London NWl 2HD. 

O N THE subject of Lottery 
Dumbor prediction (Pray 
chance will shine on you, No- 
vember ID a set of six num- 
bers tiiat were drawn last 
week have exactly the same 
riiance of being drawn this 
week as any other set of six: 
approximately 13.98 million 
to 1. TO tbe best of my knowl- 
edge there are three marhinaa 
and Bight sets of balls. So to do 
any kind of prediction you 
have to work out the predic- 
tions for each combination of 
balls and machine. The only 
way that mi^t produce any 
results is to use some ki"d of 
diaos tiieory. but to have any 
real data to worts with, the lot- 
tery would ne^ to have been 
running for a few years at 
least 

But 1 wonder how much 
weight the BBC or (temelot 
attach to Mystic M^’s pt^c- 
tions; they only televise her 
after everyone has bought 
their tideets. 

Dean Jamieson. 

191 Tennal Road 
Har borne 
Birmingbeto 


message on Nestle’s office Coillltfy Diaiy 


Remembrance, 25 years on 

Y our report on the 25fo | were somewhat unusual In 
anniversary of the death 19S I bad been one of tbe 


¥ anniversary of the death 

General De Gaulle (Awed 
memories of “the Bo»” keep 
De (SauDe’s rural sirongftold 
alive, November 9), reminded 
me oTthe 25th anniversary of 
Winston Churchill's death 
and the apparent absence of 
remembrance ri his burial 
place. 

I visited his grave on the 
morning of the anniversary In 
1990 end was disappointed to 
find no signs of remembrance 
of the event and no one etee in 
the churchyard at Bladoo. 

Iconfessthatmy own 
reasons for visiting the grain 


were somewhat unusual In 
19S I bad been one of tbe 
youngest police officers in foe 
Oxfordshire Constabulary 
and was on duty tn the Wood- 
stock area for Churchill’s fii- 
ueraL At one point I was or- 
dered to attend foe Bladon 
churchyard to recover a pall- 
bearer's medals that had 
fklten into tbe grave. To 
relief they were rec o vered 
wfallstl was an route and so 1 
didn't get to the graveside that 
day but finally made it twenty 
five years on. 

T.Todd. 

Abingdon, 

Oxon 0X14 3XY. 


waQs. 

C^bristopher Fain. 

1 Holmesdale Road, 

Sevmmaks, 

KentTNlSSXL. 

Y ES,THEREisaveiysen- 
slUe answer to why Royal 
Mafl’s last posting date fbr 
Christmas airmail to Canada 
and the US should be tile same 
as for Ifrbekistan and Vanoatn 
(Lettera, November 13). 

The date depends on whm 
the receiving postal servioe 
needs to receive tile mall so 
that tii^ can deliver it in time 
for Christmas. 'Hie dates de- 
OP tbe distances and tile 
time it takes for delivery 
within these countries. 

We advise customers to send 
tiieir cards and presoits as 
early as possible, enablsig 
friends and relatives to e^joy 
them for longer. Leaflets list- 
ing latest posting dates to an 
countries are available from 
postefBees. 

JohnDmilop. 

Royal Mail friternationaL 
49 Featiierstoae Street, 

London ECilY 8SY. 


MACHYNLLETH: Mush- 
rooms and toadstools were on 
my mind when I set off on 
Monday moming. It was fo gg y 
when 1 left here but by the 
time I reached the car park at 
foe foot of one of our loiral 
mountains, Tairen Hendre, 
foere was brilliant sunshine 
and every hillside was painted 
with autumn colours. way 
led at first up tiirou^ steep 
woods past a succession of 
splendid watetfeUs. There - 
were many fiingi under tbe 
trees, the first I found being 
the most spectacular. It was 
the well-known fly aga^ the 
big poisonous toadstool tiiat 
has a scarlet cap with iriitte 
spots on iL Then 1 came upon 
a group of chanterelles that 
were beautiftilly fresh, yellow 
and edible. After that there 
were more treasures but all 
foe time 1 felt a little unhappy 
to be down there m the gloom 
of the trees while I could see 
unending sunshine gleammg 
on tbe slapes above. So I soon 
abandoned anfUngal fbov^ts 


and to^ to the hills. And I 
was immediately M of it be- 
cause no sooner was I out 
among the rocks and the 
: bracken than! was rewarded 
by the high spot of foe day . 
lliere were cheerful voices 

overhead and 1 looked up to 
see 25 choughs circuit and 
playing in tiie sunli^t Evi- 
dently they had found a rising 
column of warm afr (not an 

easy thing to locate In mid- 

November) for gradually they 

spiralled ever higher. And as 

foey gyrated, fo^ ware joined 
by two buz&mds and a kite. 
Forse versJ minutes I watched 
potential predators and poten- 
tial prey sharing a rate mo- 
m®t of November wannth 
and sun. I followed the trade 


but eventually it curved up 
into a higi shadowy v aiiay T 
had no desire to enter So 
keepmg m the sunlight, l’ 
retraced my steps down to tiie 
woods and tiie founds cf tbe 

waterfeUs. 
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Auf wiedersehen, Walsall! 
Brits go abroad at home 
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I KAVEL,theTsay, 

I broadens ttae It 
I can also be exhausting, 

escaSperatinB and play havoc 

witti yonr stofflaetL'Btit help 
js at hand. An Essex travel 
agent has devised a holiday 
fbr little Englandos who 


bound jGu- a German week> 
end in the nnesotLc hot 
reassoringly Britl^ town of 
WalsalL 

The festiv i ties will revolve 

aroinid eating and drinklngt 
with the blEddi^t being a 
Bavarian banquet this eve- 


ersh^**We were looking for | Fortheomlnghi^ili^tsin- 



INTERVIEW 17 


Like the food, the wine, but can’t stand 
the locais? Then this could be just the 
break for you, says MATTHEW BORN 


Having a brew. German-style . . . how they do it in a Munich bierkeller 


something new,** be ex- 


clude Spain (“paella and Ha- 


plained. ^'Redwood appeared mencowlthocrt the misery M 


wanttosavonrthefiavonrof I nin^ Becked o^inGeniian 


the continent witbont 
actnaDy having to go there. 

‘*We*ve called it the Enro- 
soqittcToin:,** says John 
Bridge, general manager of 
Supreme Hdlidas^ wfalchis 
oergaidstaigihe wedsend 
brides. “It’s for people who 
enfoyFrendi wine, Spanish 
Ibod. Greek dancing and 
German dress bat can*t be 
bothered with ibreigners.” 
The inangnral expedition 
left Thorpe Bay yesterday. 


fancy dress, the gnests will 

tndfi into a suitably calmific 
feast (schnitzel, b ra twu r st , 
sanerkrant. Black Forest 
gatean), and swHl liebfrau- 

Tnfleh ot mI ctoiTic rtfla g ar 

Themeal wtUbefoDowedby 
singing and dancing to the 
strains of a thnmpingooin- 
pehband. 

Bridge says he came up 
with die idea while watdbing 
John Redwood announce his 
challenge for the Tory lead- 


I onTV surrounded by Enro- 
I sceptic MPs.‘ni«re was 
I TOresaC^ormanlnaveiy 
low-cotgreen dress. Tony 
Marlow in a striped Uazer. 
They looked extrao rdi nary. 
It was real, and-of-the-^er 
staff andlthongbt ‘Tbafalt 
— a Enrosceptics' tonr.* '* 
Evidently, the idea struck 


an nnjSnlshed hotel‘s 
Aance (“ibr a bit of 
itananee”): and Gnece (com- 
plete with plates “for people 
to smash’*). 

Althon^ he insists it is all 
inst a bit ofltm, Brid9 
admits tm has Uttte time for 
the bureaucrats in Brussels. 
'‘IheEnropean Union is die 


was OB hand to bid die less 


gnrmi m idiTig Blarlr fifiimfry 
for the Black Forest. 
Unbowed by such short- 
comings, the hotd has gone 
to some lengths to create a 
suitably Teutonic ambience. 
The walls have been draped 


ingflmatthemita’bavinga like the beer, bnt the people 
small-town mentality. Stber themselves are not very wel- 


they*vegotaterTibIeiDftri- 

complex or no sense Of 
Innnour.** 

Arthur Harvey, from Ips- 
wich, ismoretban satisfied 


than intrepid travellers fere- beer ctilar and stafTaredon- 
wdQ.*’ltfablkitiSawondei> nlngnatiiiwal nn A » i iiii«>e- 


a chord. An advertisement hi I biggest con in the world- 1 


die Sootbend Evening Echo 
gooerated a storm of inter- 
est. *Tve never known any- 
thing like it The phones 
didn't stc^ ringing*' says 
Bridge. 

Encouraged by the res-' 
ponse. Bridge has orgmused 
tours to span the continent. 


think the majority ofBridsh 
peoidei^reewithme, and 
these tours have captared 
the mood afpablie opmion.** 
It seems to have ibelled the 
passions of areh-Europbobe 
Sir Teddy Tayfor. As the 
coach pi^ed oat ofThorpe 
^*Mdy, the local MP, 


ftal idea,**bemithiised. “It 
will remind people of all the 
tan there is to be had holi- 
dayinglntheDK.** 

The Boundary Efetel in 


widiGminanfla^diereisa wididietonr^sdesthiaiion. 
beercMtarandstadETaredmi- Di sc our ag ed from going 
ningnatumalcoatames. abroad by the language bar- 


Ironically. the prospect of 
being invaded hy Gerau^ 
even cod- Germ ans from 
Southend, has provoked up- 
roar among Walsall resi- 


WalsaH.howef v er , is unlikely dents. The local paper has 


ever to be mistakesi for an 
axiibentic Bavarian retreat. 
“Er. it*s a bit like an oCBee 
blD^“ Is how Alan Yoemg, 
the assistant manager, de- 
scribes it Nor does he recall 
anyone ever mistaking the 


I been inundated with letters 
I from “Outraged ofWalsalT’ 

I and th» bav n 

I been sent to the mayor. 

*Tt has caused a Im^ 
taxore,” says Bridge. **nie 
local people taink we’re pok- 


riers and strange currencies, 
he is happy to stay put “Yon 
can let yonr hair down here, 
bat without worrying about 
upsetting anybody ,’* be says. 

Jim Dstvis, a bnUding con- 
tractor fimm Reyldgh* IB 


offer of Germany without 
the Germans that he booked 
places for his wife and two 
friends immediately. 

“T HV» German food and I 


' coming.” he said. “Yon 
always have file same proh- 
lems with *baim stich as hav- 
ing lo get up at 5 o'clock to 
get yonr to^l on the beach. 
Fd mndi rather just stay 
here.” On the question of 
Enropean integcMion, Davis 
stands shoolder-toehonlder 
with Sir Teddy. '*I am defi- 
nitely a Enroscqptlc;*' he 
says. 

This weekend, however, 
his priority is pleasure 
rather than politics. ‘Tm 
really just looking forward 
to a good break.*’ says Davis. 
*Tt*U be an English people 

there, so yon won't have any 
as>t) if yon get dmnk, or 
land up in a foreign JaU.” 


His battle with BA finally over, the irrepressible Freddie Laker is back and Horida bound. Photograph: GARRY WEASER 


Freddie’s 

fabulous 

flight 

paths 
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INTERVIEW 


/ / r"*REDDIE 

1 ■ I liaker?”fhe 

guide 

I repeatsat 

I tbeWorld 

IVavel Maiket “(fopast Co- 
lombia, turn left at Brazil and 
youHfind him in Florida.” 

Sir Freddie and fiiDusands 
of others in the travel trade 
were at Earl's Court this week 
to do business with each other 
against a bizarre backdrop of 
palm trees and travel reps 
wearing sombreros. After a 
wzxmg turn through Lima, I 
finally find Laker sibling bro- 
chures for his latest venture: 
package holidays in Florida. 

It is 13 years since his Sky- 
train planes were grounded at 
Gatwick, Since then. Laker 
has been wwking quietly for 
Tiny Rowland's travel busi- 
ness in the States and prose- 
cuting a legal battle against 
British Airways and all the 
other airlines that he al- 
leges drove Skytrain out of tiie 
skies. It was settled out M 
court in 1985— with BA and 
the rest paying £35 million to 
Laker and his creditors — but 
the final liquidation deal was 
only signed last we^. 

Now 73, Laker is a surpris- 
ingly eluant man, after all the 
“I’m Freddie, fly me” public- 
ity shots of him with bis arms 
outstretched. But he is still a 
9uat presser of flesh. Our pro- 
gress to the VZP lounge is 
slowed by Sir Freddie pausing 
every few yards to clap other 
biisinessmen on the back. 

Once we are seated. Laker 
scans a copy of the Travel 
TradeGazette“toseeifany- i 


one has upstaged me.” This is 
hard to inwgino. Laker may 
have been defeated in Britain 
but he was never upstaged. He 
was always the People's 
Friend. 

Even now, living a life 
hixuiy in the Bahamas with 
htafourfii wife, Jacqueline, an 
80ft boat and a home in Suss^ 
he is still the ordinaiyman's 
hero, Irrepressible Fteddie. 

His bumptiousness Is real 
enou^ — Laker is a giggly 
motor-mouth vrtio ta^ with a 
slack-jawed London accent 
(tibougb bom in Canterbury) 

— but he is alsoastaarp opera- 
tor, more interesting than bis 
cardboard caricature. 

Laker has lived in the 
Bahamas since 1965, and for 
the past three years be has 
been running Laker Airways 
(Bahamas) Ltd with Oscar 
Wyatt, the oil tycoon, who 
owns 51 per cent of the busi- 
ness. :t am not the main 
shareholder, but it makes 
sense to put my name on the 
planes. If sa question ofhow 
to make the most money." 

Not. he agrees, that he needs 
any. Afto: Skytr^ was liqui- 
dated in 1982, he bad jdenty of 
assets— including 50 raoe- 
hoises end 2jno acres cC land 
— to selL "I was never skint” 
he says. “I don't owe any 
money. But what else am 1 
going to do if I don’t work2 Sit 
on my arse and die?" One day, ' 
Laker says, his son Freddie j 
junior, nearly 18, mi^t take , 
over his own 49 per cent share 
in the business but he is not 
counting on it (His eldest son, 

I Kevin, was killed in a car 
crafii whenhe was 17.) 

[Aker denies he sees his 
I new vmture as a comeback to 
Britain. *T don't think 
like Business is all about 

oj^KUtunity. I look for 

o]n*ortUDities.'' 

Laker was bom in 1982, In 
the days of theb^lane. His 
father was a merchant sea- 
man taut Fteddie hardly knew 
him. "My fatherpissed off 
^ea I was five. 1 wouldn't 
even go to his taneraL” His 
mother worked as a deaning 
lady and Eteddie spent his 
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childhood hanging about <m 
file street “I was standii^ on 
the comer one day and looked 
up to see the Hindenberg air- 
ship coming from Germany 
one wayandthefourengine 
Handky Page biplane of 
hnperial Airways sntag fita 
other and they crossed right 
over the top cf Canterbury Ca- 
thedraL Bvm now, I can see it 
I said to file (tfher yobs; Tm 
going into airplanes.' ” 

He started work at 16 as a 
teaboy at Shorts Brothers, 
where he learnt engineering 
and studied economies at 
night sdmoL Apart fron three 
monfiis at British European 
Airwas^ (BEA), it was nis 
onoly stint as an emdoyee. 
From iiis twenties onwards, 
after his war service. Laker 

was what tiia ftMtntt h iifthvMat 

calls a Barbary, a difficult 
passenger. 

"After tiie war, the social- 
ists nationalised the air 
indnstxy. The law was Thou 
Shalt Not Fly unless you 
belonged to one of ^ air 
corporations — BKA or BOAC 
[British Overseas Airways 
Cocporatico]. Thtete wore a lot 
cf us out there who thought 
we axe not going to have this; 
we are goh^ to fty airplanes 
sombhow or other." 

The ans we r w a s flying i 

cargo. Using a loan frxxn a | 

frif^ and the money be had 

madp rtpaUnp -miqMTp plwTiA 
parts, TjilrBr hon g^anmp nlH 

bombers that had been con- 
verted for freight "We carried 
anything. Seven tons of tin, 
lit^^U^hants, aBigatacs, 
hundreds cf monkeys for polio 
vaccine teste. We did have an 
unfortmjate situation once in 
Kharfanun when some mmv 
keys escaped. We wouldfind 
fbem two or three days later, 

hiriTnghw'h<tiH 

panel” 

After making a fortune by 
offering his planes to 
wifii file Berlin airlift In 1948, 
Laker qiat his late twenties 
and thirties worltiz^ out ways 
to get round the air industry's 
regulations. He started carry- 
ing cars across the Channel 
(“We said that by ourying 
cars, all we were doing was 
replacingshipe, not planes”), 
and tim hcdidiynnaksrs to 
Palma. “We persuaded the 
Government tiiat were not 
in file air businesBy but in 
liotels and simply needed to 
transport our climts. So we 
nipped in there, toa” 
file 1950s, Laker and 
ofiim md^ieodent carriers de- 
cided to merge as Britisb 
' IhiitedAlrwgysClatertobe 
British Caledoniita). witii 
LakerasitBfiistMDinl957.lt 
I was there that be learnt bow 
I the airlines colluded on every- 
filing — from peoiiV feres, to 
standardising the siae of an In- 
fli^t sandwich. 

“We called them pool agree- 
ments.” Laker says. “I wrig- 
gled into the African pool 
Everyone agreed cm file feres, 
the types ofplanes we could 
put aD file moaiey in the 
bat and fiien shared it out ” 

He left BUA in 1966, and 
formed Laker Airways. The 


The street kids who took on a government 


Monday is the anniversaiy of the UN 
Convention on children’s rights. 
ANTHONY SWIFT reports from Brazil 


M arcos was told he 
would never live to 
be a teeuagm' be- 
cause he’d be mur- 
dered. He came from a dnm 
near Recifo, Brazil, also home 
to a death squad. 'The police 
murdered sis of my cousins 
and several of my ftiei^. 
Onceth^'pressedaRunmuz- 
sletornyheodlthou^tthe)' 
were going to push it clean 
through my skull to save on 
the bullets." 

Tltat’s vduit life is like on 
the periphery of fite consumer 
culture. Among the wtald's 
lop 10 economies. Brazil has 
the greatest disparity in dis- 
tribution of wealth: 30 mill km 
live in ablect pox'erty and only 
38 per cent of children com- 
plete even primmY school. 

Death squads — mostly off- 
dut)* police and local business- 
men — take up "public secu- 


rity" where the on-duty police 
and security guar^ learn off. 
In Rio, three street children 
areshotdead everyday; 1,000 
have been killed in the last 
four years. Everybody knows 
about the squads butfew 
know that Brazil also leads the 
world in oj^xusing children 
to stand up for their ri^its. 

The struggle goes back 25 
years but took ^ when the 
National Movenmt of Street 
fic^ and Girls wasfounded by 
edueoRka — outreach work- 
ers in voluntary and govern- 
ment oimisations — in 1985, 
the year the dictatordiip. 
en^ In 1986. the children 
themselves suggested the idea 
of a national meeting. 

The movement has just held 
its fourth national meeting in 
the federal capHaL Brasilia, 
.*uri de^ite the death threats. 
Marcos got there. He's now 17 


and he was one of the young 
committee elected to plan and 
manage theextraordinaxy 
event. He even spoke at fixe 
opening, attended by the Min- 
ister of Sports (the soccer star 
Pele) and smiators and crni- 
gressmeu. More than 1 .000 
duldren, aged 7-17, and 300 
educators arrived, from all 27 
states. Many had travelled for 
days across the continent-size 
country, banners streaming 
from bus windows. 

Education was tiieir major 
theme. They demonstrated 
outside the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, then streamed down the 
grassy slope to the National 
Congress building, some 
dressed as clowns, some on 
hi^ stilts or wearingfSantasti- 
! cal masks or camh'al outfits. 

They filled the Ctmgress's 
assem bly hall where their 
teenage leaders met the gov- 
ernment and non-government 
representatives the 
National Council for Chil- 
dren’s Rights. They crit icised 
the slow progress Brazil's 
children's rights legislation — 
which, were it implemented. 


would be the most progressive 
in the w«id. They wanted 
more schools out where they 
lived; they wanted schools to 
undnstara they were hungry 
and tired after ^g hours of 
work; tl^* wanted an end to 
riolOKe against street chil- 
dren. A boy from Sao Paulo 
said; "We don't know how 
many cbildrer are killed. It 
hap^nsfester than we can fol- 
low it up. TTiey are left to die 
on the grmmd like dogs. ” 

Each of these meetings has 
improved ri^te. The 
caused a sensation . It made 
the ^liidren's claims part of 
the Datum's yeamii^ for 
democrac>* shaped tbe 
diildren's clause in tbe post 
dict ato i^pconstitutioD. 

Tite then bead of Unicef; 
Anlooio Gomes Da Costa, said 
peoide had tboughtof these 
children so negatively —as 
poor and igno^t :md useless 
— that soci^ had z^ected 
fiiem aid did nrt care that 
they were di^xisable. But the 
moveme&t b^an tochange 
I that attitude- The second : 

! meeting in 1989 publicised tbe I 


klliin^ forcing tbe govern- 
ment to recognise and deal 
with file problmn. Tbe chil- 
dren invaded the (Congress 
and ^wke there, helpi% to 
push the statute for children’s 
ri^te through Congress. The 
! statuteproposednewstme- 
tures to secure rights. The 
I third meeting tried to get foat 
! statute implemented and the 
councils it proposed set upv 
while tbe latest meeti^ tried 
to create channels whi^ 
would let tbe children them- 
selves shiqie future ptdicy. 

Most c£ the educators are 
from poor backgrounds, and 
they w(»*k voluntarily in pro- 
grammes with street and poor 
community children: they 
wai^ IwoToundly. to change 
society. The children have 
been brutalised spiritually as 
well as physically. “To sur- 
vive I wo;^ have to became 
cold and hard and turned in 
on myself. I had to be tougher 
than anyone else or befriend 
someone who wastou^ier,’’ 
says one girl 

Educators give them loving, 
reliable companionship and 


draw them into small groups, 
in whidi, fiiroagb workshops 
and recreation, fiiey get a new 
sense of foemsdves. Children 
from file groups have taten 
many local actions, {foaneng- 
ing municipal authorities 
over police violence against 
them. TTie planning of tbe 

maoHng e licgtoe to 
these groops. And the chil- 
dren love fiiem. The younger 
ones say th^ value tiie 
wsointb and concern of the 
educatorsiolderoDeeapiweei- 
at)B the discussion and the 
insist 

"ff it wasn't for the move- 
ment I would be on the streets 
I ordred,”saysMarcos. 

"Today Iftel very strong. lam 
no longer scared. Xhave 
I learned so mudhthrou^ tiie 
other children 1 have met The 
educators were there right 
with me in my darkest 
momate. Th^koptsayingto 
me: ‘You have to leum to walk 
stxai^— don't get killed like 
your fellows.’ They arenot 
paid for this wmk tiiey do. ft is 
tiie most brillimt tbbig in 
BraziL" 


package holiday business was 
Just starting, but to avoid a 
wholesale crash offeres, tbe 
role was that passengers could 
only fly dxea^ if fiiey bad 
belOD^ to a club of some sort 
frw six months. All the air- 
lines gita round it by Issuing 
I passengers wifii membership 
of the Dahlia Society at the 
airport butLaker, tv now 
hugely successful, got clob- 
ber and it was this that 
premp^ him to launch Sky- 
train which would allow pas- 
sengers, dalilia grower s or 
not, to roll at the last 
minute fbr flights at budtet- 
shop prices. 

Thebatfie thatfidlowed is 
w^ known. Laker foogbt 
with tbe aviatitax authorities 
in Britain and America for six 
years until Skytrain was 
finally cleared for launifo in 
1977. Five years later, crliqpled 
by file “predatory pricing" of 

tbp big a»lrlhw» to imdwim rt 

Laker and by hiccups in file 
exchange rate, Shyb^ was 
wound up. The collapse was so 
sudden that Laker fU^its 
were literally turned roand in 
the air and lakca: began bis 
legal batfie, alleging a conspir- 
acy among the big airlixies to 
destroy Skytrain. 


JA BIZARRE piece of 
g\ evidmice in court 

supportedhisallega- 
tion. A schoolgirl 
# wbad written an essay 
about file fell of laker, wife 
bdp from her father, a direc- 
tor cf tbe company which 
makes DC10 planes. He toU 
her about tbe “nastygrams” 
that some airlines had sent to 
tbe company to try to per- 
suade It not to work wife 
Laker. Is the airline industry 
still as nasty? 

1 don't think there is any 
doubt diat the cartel mentality 
stfll existe,” he says, "but 
fiianks to vfoat we did, the air- 
lines know what we can do to 
fi^ttiiem on grounds of 
restricted practice. If smneoDe 
tried to attaffe laker Airways 
Inc now, I would have them in 
court the same nigbl And aii^ 
IhiBS cant play about witii tax- 
payers’ moD^ any more." 


They can no longer get away 
with what they did before — 
dropping feres to uxieeonomlc 
levels to see off tbe emnpeti- 
tiosL *T am sure,” he adds, 
“that there are dirty tridss go- 
ing on but tbe poiut is. since 
1982, no one has been beatmi by 
them. If I was starting up Sky- 
train today. I tiiink I would still 
be in business.” 

Even Uioughscane city ana- 
lysts say be over-extended 
“Bullshit!”says 
Laktf. “The only mistake 1 
nmde was going to tbe banks 
when I did and telling than 
that if file pound continued to 

ftlida^nd H^h eatriiweaftniTHn- 

uedfiieirpredatoxy pricing, I 
could see difficulties ahead. 
That was stupid because I was 
signaOingtrouble.” 

His newflights to Florida 
will ofibr a club-standard 
service, slightly cheaper than 
Virgin's but not much. It’s not 
what you would ex p ect from 
file pitmeer of nO'fr^ms flights 
at rock-bottom prices, the 
champion of fiie people 
against the big airlines with 
their huge proCts, is it? 

"Mo, I vsasnt bofriered 
about their profits. Ihadbeen 
making more money as a 
charter operator than anyone 
else in the United Kingdom 
and. if you look at my travel 
companies. I have been at tbe 
I high efndofihe market No, I 
was mily against a system 
which was designed to stop a 
person doing what they 
wanted to da 
”I would never have 
taunifoed Skytrain if file regu- 
lations hadn't meant pei^ple 
were chucked offplanes to 
not banging to file Left 
Hand Club or whatever. 1 
thought file second world war 
was all aboutfreedomT’ 
Laker’s new flights will 
take ofTon March 29. After 
that, be says, bewillbefrwe 
to concentrate on his other 
businesses. ‘Tm in insur- 
ance. I’m in fiie property 
business. And 1 am getting 
into Internet wifii Laker In- 
fonnation Services . . . Zj^ 
kemeti You don’t thiiik 
planes are the only ihiites I 
do. do you?” 
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SPIKE LEE came to London 
this week to do a Guardian 
talk at the NFT. Here we print 
extracts from the Q and A 
session, where racism and 
sexism, Louis Farrakhan and 
OJ Simpson dominated. 
Photos by Justin Williams 

Why do 

the white 
thing? 


Questioner: There's all this 
racial tension in America at 
the moment For Instance, 
with Oj Simpson. Do you 
think you migiit want to 
make a film about ttiat? 

Spike Lee: Is ttiere a film on 
OJ? It's not what I want to do. 
But please don’t be tricked by 
all this stuff you m^t read in 
the papers about some great 
new di vide ammtgst black and 
white people because of the 
OJ Sin 4 )SQa trial. That divide 
has always been there. People 
just try not to pay attention to 
it But ndien thixi^ happen 
like the 0 J Simpson trial, the 
uprising in Los Angeles, or 
the beating of Rodney King, it 
then becomes headline news. 

Q: What do you think of Louis 
Farrakhan and the recent Mil- 
lion Man March on Washing- 
ton DC? 

Spike Lee: I think that often 
Minister Fairakhan's made 
out to be a bf^geyman and es- 
pedalli’ since the Mill ion Man 
March, where the media was 
trying to diminish the great 
historical event that 
pened. Please do not believe 
reports stating there were 
only 500.000 black men. Two 
million bladt men assembled 
in the nation's capital and U 
WHS so powerflil that, you 
know, they had to fry and put 
a different spin on It So Qiey 
said only 500,000 rarnp and 
then th^ fried to attack Far- 
rakhaxL But Mr Farrakhan 
must be given due credit for 
he was a galvanising force. 
Colin Powell could not have 
gotten two million black 
people to Washii^on DC. I 
don't think even Jesse [Jack- 
son] could've done that But 
once those men were assem- 
bled. it was not about Minis- 
ter Farrakhan. It was 
about black mm taking res- 
ponsibility for their actions. 
Stand up, be responsible men, 
fothers, husbands. Tbaf s 
\;riiat the march was about. 

Not about whether you like 
Minister Farrakhan. whether | 
he's anti-semitic or not I 
Q: Did you take part? 

^ike Lee: No, I had major i 
knee surgery four days before 
the march, so Z had to watch it 
on CNN. 

Q: Is it true you had difficulty 
flnishing Malcolm X, because 
of money problems? 

Spike Lee: Yes. that is true. 


Ifre original budget we gave 
Time Warner was S35 million. 
Ifrey oSbnsd $21 millkm. 

Then we sold the foreign 
ri gh fei. so it came up to 28 mil- 
lion. Still we were ^rt 
When the money eventually 
ran dry, 1 picked up the ph^ 
to BiU Cosby and said: ‘T need 
some money." Efo asked how 
much and wrote a dieque. 
Thmi I rang Oprah Winfrey 
and said *1 ne^ some 
money." She asked how much 
and wrote a cheque. Then I 
rang Bdichael Jordan. He 
asked how much and wrote a 
cheque. Then I rang Magic 
Johnson and he asked how 
much and wrote a cheque — 
obviously he couldn't give 
less than Michael Jordan. 

Tlien I rang Prince, sorry, the 
artist formerly known as 
Prince, and said "I need some 
money." He asked how much 
and wrote a cheque. They 
were all six-figure cheques. 
After all these black artists 
came together, Wamar pro- 
vided the rest and the film j 

could be ftnished. I 

Q: Ever since Do The Right | 
Thing, you have come up 
a^dnstfhe same sort of stock 
criticism over and over again. 
How do you respond to that? 
Spike Lee: tbe b'^est label 
that th^^ tryii^ to put 
round my nec^ you know. Is 
tbi«5 anti-white, anti-semitic 
thing - 1 don't even respond to 
those accusations any more. 
For me if 5 just ludicrous. A 
lot of times where ifyou want 
to explore a subject or criti- 
cise it; they tty to diminish 
vriiat you’re saying, or your 
work, by accusing you of what 
you’re attackh^ After dock- 
ers was released in the US, 
this gay publication called me 
up and said: why .are y<m anti- 
gay? And I said: Pm anti-gay? 
They said, well, some charac- 
ters in your film used foe 
word faggot and you should be 
sensitive to bow gays feeL 
Thaf s ludicrous. Take Martin 
Scorsese. <me of my fkvourite 
directors. Go home and rent 
Raging Bull or Mean Streets, 
and make a tally of how many 
times the word nigger is used. 
No one I foink should ever ac- 
cuseMartyofbeingaraclst • 
Ihat is the way foose Italian 
American diaracters think 
and he’s just being realistic. 
Sometimes I’m taken to task 
for havir^ my characters say 





^ f ' 


'No one's ever said to Fellini, why are all your fifnr^ about 
Italian culture? If a film works on a unjver^ level, rt works’ 


stuff that might be deemed 
anti-sociaL Any wmd that 
comes out of any character In 
my films is automatically con- 
sidered as my own personal 
view. 

Q: rve got a question thaf s 
very hard for me to phrase 
here, Spike. 

Spike Lee: Get it right then. 
Q; You have a reco^iised tal- 
ent that doesn't seem to have 
to prove itself anymore. I 
come in here and I find you 
cocooned. If s almost as 
though in your work you're 
never outside of foat bkufo 
consciousness. Fd like to see 
you take on a big Hollywood 
film , like Crimson Tide, to see 
what you could bring to it 
b^use you’re still working 
on a very specific, personal 


ta^ I wonder whether you 
could int^irate, thought thaf s 
not quite ^ word I want .. . 
Spike Lee: Well, foaf s not 
really the type film I want 
to make, rm not going to say 
Tm never gmng to make a 
pure entertainment pieoe like 
Speed or Aliens. Butijust 
don't see that right now. 
Presenter, SGke Phillips: 

Do you mind if I say snne- 
thlng? You know, I cant be- 
lieve the bullshit that ques- 
tioner's said. Fm sorry to be 
heatedtfidks.butlbavenevm’ 
heard somebody get up and 
say to a white a^fc you're 
cocooned in foe white com- 
munity. What are you doing 
here, man? Ifyou don’t have 
the sense to reject ns, you 
know, why don't you piss off? 
Spike Lee: But 1 foink that 


fois is interesting. I dmit 
really get as angry as you. 
Mike. I used to, but I can't 
now. I don't want to give my- 
self a heart attack. To answer 
your question, I thinit that 
black life is universal auto- 
matically. SowhmTtlna film 
about a black farnily. I dcmt 
. tiiink Fm in a cocoon. Fm not 
doing a film that I thtnir only 
blade people can understand, 
because I foink if afilm 
works on a univeiWd level 
then it works. What is amaz- 
ing to me is that no one’s ever, 
ever, ever asked Akira Kur- 
osawa: Mr Kurosawa, wliyare 
all your films about Japanese 
culture? No one ever asked 
Federico Fellini: IVfr Fellini, 
why are all your films about 
Italian culture? No one ever 
asked Ingmar Bergman: vfoy 


are all your films about Swed- 
ish culture? But the mbmte 
black artists try to express 
thgp^fiPi ves about our culture, 
then ifs like, you're not uni- 
versal When are you going to 
Ho a film that encompasses all 
of humanity ? Ihaf S CCazy. 
Insane. 

Q: Ijust wanted to ask you 
about DW Griffiths, director 
Birth Of A Nation. How do 
you react to him being called 
the tether of cinema? 

Spite Lee: Wdl I don't have 
any problem wi.fo him being 
called the tether of cinema as 
long as people cite tiiat Birth 
Of A Nation was also used to 
recruit for the Eu Klux Elan 
and hundreds black men 
got lynched, hung and cas- 
trated behind that film. . 

Q: Does the new MTV genera- 
tion of film-goers affect foe 
way you make films? 

Spike Lee: Well I foink that 
one cf the wor st things that 
ever happened was MTV. You 
know, a lot of young kids, 
foezrattentionspanisso | 
short /They want to see 
'movies inm music videos. 

Cut, cut cut But not all cin- 
ema can be like foat Some- 
times you don't have to cut 
just k^ file cammra rolling. 

also want the big car 
chases and the huge 
^plosions. Zf s truly dimin- i 

tehing fhfl human e l eme nt I 

and, you know, the story. , 

Q; What kind of transforming j 
effect did making Malcolm X | 
ha^onyou? I 

^ke Lee: Wen, the transfor- 
mation for me came early on. 1 
was in Junior Sgh Sdwol 
whenlreadfiieautobu^ra- 
£foy of Malcolm X and to 

me became a seminal piece of 
literature. But as for file film, 
it was a revelation forme to 
see bow many people It 
toadied. The whole making of 
it was a great eiperimice. 
Des^ rWadiington} decided 
to lay off the park arid the 
Uqow, because be und»stood 
that for him teifbftally to por- 
tray Malcolm X, he had to be 
in the li^ place ^iiitually. 

If his 9 irit wasn’t demi, fiibi 

tha ^t ah'^ •Mwn Vl hatm mawi. 

fosted itself on the screen. 

And file tect that Denzel was 
in that place ... you know, Fm 
convinced fiiat the spirit of 
Malcolm was in Deo^l while 
we shot It mi^ sound like 
sane hocus pocus stuff, but I 

believe that 

Q: Aithmi gh your Upcoming 
ffirn Girl 6, tries to put this 
ri^t. you haven't been very 
good at portraying black 
WDmoi. 

Bl^ke Lee: Well I think that 
is a justifiable criticism of my 
earih^ weak. Not that 1 was 
sexist But not enough time or 
carewasq^twifiithefo- 
mafe characters in contrast to 
(hemal^cbaracters. So, ifs . 
somethnig Ido bdieve we’re 
working <m. 

Q; The British film industry 
is in such a bad state. What 
advice would you have for us? 
Spike Lee: HoUsrwood films 
arr> Afmmating g}} 

world and the good young 
film-makaa fimt emne out of 
FYance or England, as soon as 
they become temoos or make 
a good film, they go to the 
States. So 1 think if s very im- 
portant that you should sup- 
port your English fi]m-mak- 
ers. Oftmi, when th^stru^le 
for three or four years to 
make fiiese films for you, you 
don’t even come out to see 
them. But you break down the 
doors to see Jurassic Park. 
support them. 


Despite its fauKs, ANDREW CLEMENTS salutes Peter 
Sellars’s reworking of the astonishing Mathis der Maler 

Hit and myth opera 

W HEN Covent Gar- | some elements of the original | ery. There's a daunting 

den invited Peter —Mathis is still a painter, and amount to take in, hot pre- 
Sellars to stage the conflict that overwhelms clous little of it helps to tease 

Mathis der Maler him is still one between Cafiio- outthenarrativeofanopera_ 


W HEN Covent Gar- 
den invited Peter 
SeUars to stage 
Mathis der Maler 
they must have known they 
were not going to get a histori- 
cal period piece, a production 
that would stay teithftil toHin- 
detnifo’s story ol the ifith cen- 
tury Genoffl painter Matthias 
Griinewald and his struggle to 
fin d a social meaning for his 
art among tbe turmoil offiie 
peasant wars. But even by his 
own standards of operatic 
myth-making. Sellars’s pro- 
duction diverges violently 
fi^ the orighial expunging 
most or the original narrative 
and leaving the audience to 
pick their own way through 
foe deluge of visual informa- 
tion that he puts In its place. 
Ihe opera, though, suz^ves, 
angitis Esa-Pekka 
Sullen’s conducting particu- 
larly that demonstrates what 
a viable and profound work 
Mathis der Maler is. and 
thoroughly justfies the Royal 
Opera’s boldness in putting on 
London 
performances. 

In the programme SeUars 
supidies a detailed synopsis of 
his reworking, which retains 


some elements of the original 
— Mathis is still a painter, and 
the conflict that overwhelms 
him is stUl one between Catho- 
lic and Lutheran belief — but 
otherwise takes it into one of 
Sellars’s familiar urban jun- 
gles. Ihe test is unchanged 
and retains its references to 
German cities and to Martin 

Luther, creating a strange dis- 
jimction. Details of the histori- 
cal Grunewald's masterpiece, 
the Zsenheim Altarpiece, are 
embedded deep in the produc- 
tion, but specific retetwees to 
the painter are avoided. When 
Mathis returns to his art in the 
sixth of the opera's seven tab- 
leaux and creates a succession 
I of masterpieces, tnSeUars’s 
I showtheyareacoUectionof 
bloc^-spattered canvases; 
knee-jerk responses to foe vio- 
lence foat has overwhelmed 
' him. 

O^rge Ibypin provides a 
spectacular forbiddiz^ set a 
wtucked, tilted tower block 
with juttizig platforms and 
ramps. Fugitive images of de- 
sert wastes flicker its glassy 
surteoas; and there is a second 
' set ofsurtitlessnakiz^ across 
' them too. Television monitora 
add yet another layer of imag- 


ery. There's a daunting 
amount to take in. but pre- 
cious little of it hrips to tease 
out the narrative of an opera 
that is practically unknown in 
Britain. And in piurely theatri- 
cal tezms file setting itself 

An y Trinri of dynaTwip- Vet 

Of all 20th century Operas 
there is none more intensely 
bound Up with tbe time in 
which It was written, '^mt 
Hindemith should write a 
work about the funetkm of fite 
ar^ in society and file forces 
Of repression that cozistraln 
him in 1934. when his own 
music had been proscribed by 

the Nazis, gives Mathis a reso- 
nance that Is impossible to 
ignore. Somewhere between 
that honest response and its 
translation into music 
theatre, thou^ Sellars has 
abstracted his concept and left 
it rootles, in an emotional 
vacuum. 

Ifs Salonen’s conducting 
that gives the evening flesh, 
blood and passion. The opm 
contains its quota of tbe drily 
.-^rrtHiwnip. HinHamith , the 

attacks of raging counter- 
polnL But Salonen lets so 
muchair into the t«ctures, 
gives the rhythms punch, tbe 



Ye of little Faith 


Inga Nielsen ... a little 
uneasy as Ursula 

climaxes a savage edge, that 
those znoments of drabness 
are carried by the blazing in- 
tensity of the rest 
Thmareflziediaiacterisa- 
tions too, fium Alan 'ntus as 
tbe painter himself, fill! of 
anger and commitment $t« 
Anderson as the Cardinal 
whose conversion to Prates- 
tenti^ drives foe final catas- 
trophe, azidfrom Christiane 
Oelze as R^jizia, dau^ter of 
the leader of the rebels whose 
liz^efring death becomes the 
totemof foe opera's compas- 
siozL Only Inga Nielsen’s 
Ursula, Mafiiis’s lover, 
seemed a little uneasy in a 
role that is given some of the 
score’s most ravishing music. 
And that in Mathis der 
Maler there is much more 
than one ever expected. 

At Covem Garden unUi December 
6. Details; 0171-304 4000. 


Television 


Lyn Gardner 


S ECOND THOUGHTS is 
back. Orrafoer, It isn’t 
Billed as a sequel ifs 
now called Faith In The 
Future (7TV). Different 
packet same Corziflakes. 

TynHa Rallingliafn 'tt fla'hy 

Faith, a woman whose idea of a 
^obal crisis is her stretch 
zziarks, comes firdn a loiig line 
cf da^, middleageddozne^ 
sitcom heroines whose patron 
saint Is Wendy Craig. Ih^ 
hava wnwthylciH?, budgsrl- 
gars for brains axid a surfeit of 
distresed pine in the liviis 
room. 

Faith spent most of this epi- 
sode trying to prove lier new- 
found indepet^ema by getting 

out of her basque and izito the 
bed of Paul an upholsterer. 
There was oodles cf witty 
aztee along the lines of T must 
get you to look at the seat of niy 
reeJtoer soznetiine." Evmi iny 
living room carpet blushed. 

Whaf s so irrltatlz^ about 
this type of sitcom is not ozily 
its ftinaH-fnlndffinpfw ,ind the 
fact that it has zio point refers 
ezice other than itsell but also 
the contrary characterisation 
of its heroine, fhifiz is sup- 
posed to be a mature, eqwri- 


enced. Independent woman. So 
why persist in portraying her 
as a coy, winsome teenager 
with a case of the gigdas? 

Paul Caff is not a man to get 
the g^Les. His whole l& is a 
tragedy wifii a few jokes 
fiirown in. And he's the butt of 
the^ *T want to marry you 
and live in a big house and 
have loads of kids and get a 
job,” he tells his ex-girlfriaid 
Julie. Ifs file “g^ a job" ri^ 

at the end oftbe fantasy that’s 
the brfllianttoudL "You 
promise the earth. Pa^ but 
you couldn’t delxvw pizza." 
says Julie. He could, but he'd 
getmuged. 

P btiI and hte aintaa- Paul 

a couple of real sadstera Who 
ozily ever have bad hair days, 
arethecreationofSteveCoo- 
gzm, also known as Alan Par- 

trid^. Coogan plays both sib- 
lings in a blond wig wifo a 
moustadie. Over tbe next five 
'Friday nights he will be crat- 
ing five new characters in 
Coogan's Run (BBC2). 

It was the detail that made 
Get Calf such exquisite tortnre 
— fifrm Pauline changing baby 
Petula Dusty on the breakfast 
table while Paul scoffe his 
Sugar Puffs to gran’s unceas- . 
ingmonologaesC‘'!niea’s 
Heartbeat on? Berry, I 
Hkahim He's vezT cLean"). 

I lai^ied like a gmgorie. But 
when I think ab^ Paul now! 
fed quite glum. 
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JONATHAN ROMNEY on the fifan no 

cffWc couM see before Its release 

A bad dose of 
Scarlet fever 


T he credits of Roland 
Jofife’s The Scarlet Letter 
state that foe film is 
“freely adapted" from Haw- 
fiiome’s novel It's sli^tly 
less feithfUl to its source than 
Forbidden Planet was to The 
Tempest 

The film doesn't quite live 
up to file poster blurb — "17th 
century ses sizzler" — but it’s 
close. Having Demi Moore 
play the tormented Puritan 
heroine Hester Prynne is 
rather like casting Jim Car- 
rey as Raskolnikov. Despite 
the clipped Home Counties 
diction, ifs clear fium the 
start fiiat this Hester is a sim- 
mering vamp in Moore’s 
usual mould. Whmi the Rever- 
end Diznmesdale (Gary Old- 
man) recoils from their fiz^ 
forbidden kiss, she shoots him 
the same look she gave 
Michael Douglas when be 
! turned frosty on her in 
I Disclosure. 

j Oldman, again sporting his 
I Dracula lo^ makes merci- 
I fiiUy discreet work of it. This 
j Diznmesdale is a standard- 
I Issue heritage hunk and gets 
the skinny-dipping scene now 
zziandatory for classic-serial 
heroes. Robert DuvaU, as Hes- 
ter's crazed husband, doean’t 


Reviews 


JAZZ 

Moscow Art Trio 

Brighton 

B LENDING znusic and 
vaudeville is a charactezls- 
tie of groups formed in the twi- 
light of the Soviet lAiion. An- 
oflier is the crf'opposites. 
Mlkhafl Aliierm, a pianist 
from Moldavia and steeped in 
its music, spailcs foe Moscow 
AitTrio.AmasterOfoff-fiie- 
wall effects, he needs a gifted 
straight maiL Enter Arkady 
Shilkloper.Fttmchhoimvirtu- 
oso from the world of the 
BolshoL 

TbgettierwifiiSageiStaros- 
^ a folk sing^ vdio dih^ped 
to on clarinet, they had the 
audience at Bri^tem’s Sallis 


Neil and! Tim Finn 
Union Chapel. London 

~TBE unique blend offiie 
I Fton brothers’ voices has 
been cezztral to ewerytiutig 
fiiey^re deme, from NewZea- 
land new wavers Split Etoz to 

ff H i't m itTnnftorahip TMiTwt 

Crowded Bouse. On their first ' 
" so lo** album. Fizin, the vocals 
are xziore or less the whede re- 
cord. Neil’s yearning tcHies and 
Tim's lower ones mesh with a 
beauty that leave you mutbw^ 
tog ‘T«iinan and MeWbo?" 

Thus, they're better quali- 
fied than most to do a currently 
feshioziable *^aconstic^’ eve- 
ning. Tbe Finzis accompanied 
themselves on guitar, piazM 
and, when things got sedate. 


Anish Kapoor 

Llsson Gallery 


1 cfgourds. all of different 
colours — turmeric, saffron, 
p ea cock purple, carda m o m— 

some taoUov^ out and l^hfiy 

penetrated by others, to the 
great dark. soft, scarlet pas- 
sagesuakintaafelge waTI in 
Lzmdon'sUsson Gallmy, An- 
ish Kapoor Is drawing on the 
lingam and the yoni of the 
male and female principle in 
file tmi^es of Siva. Nbfiilng 
could be less abstract than Ka- 
poor’s absfract art It draws 


THEATRE 

A Pair Of Blue Eyes 

Coventry 

I N 1870 Thomas Hardy, 

1 30, went to Cornwall to work 
on the testoration of a parish 
church — and latermmxied 
the rector’s sist^in-law. A 
Pair Of Blue his fii^ 

autohzQgzafdilcalwork, was 
published three years later. It 
describes a roznantic triang^ 
involving tbe daughter of the 
manse, a vfsitizig architect 
and his mentor, a literary 
critic. Hardy's mentor. Hor- 
ace Maule, kUled htoiMlfaftm- 
reviewing the book. 

In this new adaptatimi by 
Jonathan Pett and FioreBa 


just chew tbe scenery; he di- 
gests it, reffurgitetes and 
reads the left-overs for terri- 
ble omeos- One minute he's 
seen with cropped hair, danc- 
ing round a fire wifo a dead 
deer on bis head and making 
like fcfistflh Kurtz. The next, 
he’s acquired foU wig azid Pu- 
ritan dzBg. and is declaiming 
fzoutily, like Richard n In 
Huddersfield rep. 

sex — hot tubs izidoors, 
hot flu.vhev in the forest — is 
halfteay between Puritan 
Etounanuelle and tbe steam- 
ier bits of Pocahontzis. But 
Joffe’8 most extreme move is 
to Insist on equal representa- 
tion for the Native Ameri- 
cans C'Ah. there you are. 
Hester! Meet my friend Run- 
ning Moose.") Fd never 
heard of a tribe called the 
Tarantines — presumably 
they were less witty than the 
Algonquins but better versed 
in pop culture. 

Roland Joffe has always 
been better kziown for his 
good intentions than for his 
playftil irony. Still someone 
should have told him, this is 
the worst film he’s been in- 
volved with slzice be took it 
. into his head to produce 
Super Mario Bros. 


Benney Theatre revenue in 
file horn and voice blast- 
tog eadi ofiier vfoile Alperin 
casually pzxxlded the treble 

keys, or Shilkloper thumping 
the piano strii^ so they 
sounded like a bass drum. But 
what rrally captivated was the 
musicianship, especially 
when Alperiu spiked folk znel- 
odleswithjazx 
to full ciy, he pounded out 
regular ba^ patterns to get the 

beat rolling. Parallels with old- 
time boogie pianists were 
dear, as the patterns imposed 
themselves even when 
counter-znetodies fhxn his 
r^t hand took to crabwise 

directions. Imagine Chico 
Marx to a Russian speakeasy 
and you get the idea. 

□ At the Purcell Room on 
Sunday. 

RonaldAtkins 


congas, creating undulating 
backmg tracks fix- the 
melodies. 

It cant be easy to pull a 

number called Where Is My 
Soul? wifiioutsoundinglite a 
tormezited auteur, 1^ fiieir 
harmoiues were so glisteziing 
you overfodeed the tune’s 
angstftil content Saine with 
Kiss The Road Of Rarotmga. 
where the sharp choruses suc- 
cessftillybbscuredilsback-to- 
nature message. 

Split Eng was revisited 
with a couple of old album 
tracks, and Crowded House's 
meteorologieal hit, Weafon* 
With You, elicited unseemly 
excitement in the pews of 
fbnner church. Though it was 
all tasteful enough to thzill 
the handful of over-fifties, 
there was sheer loveliness 
heretoo. 

Caroline Sullivan 


deesdy cm tbe mysteries 
meznegies. of the w rithin g 
erotic masses Cftempla grrulp. 
ture at typically, Khajuraho. 

His master sfrtike here is an 
installation oflbur identical 
white rectangular boxes just 
under seven feet high. Each is 
piereed with a different well or 
tuunel Look into a couple and 

you see dazsitog light at the 
endof the tunneL Luminous 
paint? A cleverly concealed 
spotlight? No. simply a lit 
white wall at the tor end of tbe 
gallery seen through the taper- 
ing and daxkenli^ tunneL 
Walk away then look again, 
and the hlazmg ^ihe at the 

end of the hollow still works its 
spell 

Michael McNay 
Ruas, Elfride, the 19-year-old 

coquette, teases to dikraction 
the hearts and mtods of the 
two earnest Victorian wot^ 

flues wifo faercai^ious 

Chaim. Amelia Cuitzs catches 

the little girl vutoerabQity 

forced on to a Strong-willed 
woman as a survival ploy in a 
stuffed-shirt worid. 

detail is delicious in the 
Paying of Philip Brook and 
^ex Lowe as her suitors — 

the working class aspirant 

and ^ dominant intellectual 
to Christopher Hynes's fluid 
productiozi, hopping from 
mvraig room to cliff top on 
^ Covmtry Be^rade’s tlziy 

□ A t the Bel^de (Oisos 
6S3teB) until November 2S, 

^tinThomber 


PUB SONGS ON RADIO 3 



TWO HANDFULS LONG. SIR FEATURES THE LYRICS OF PURCELL’S BAWDY BAR ROOM SONGS 
RECORDED LIVE AT YE OLDE MITRE. CHANCERY LANE. TONIGHT AT 9.20PM. 














-i- 






For 300 years ttie paintings 
of Johannes Vermeer have 
delighted and tantalised. 

For the first time since 1 696 
many of them have been 
assembled for an exhibition. 
ED VULLIAIWY considers 
the mystery of his art 



J OHANNES Vermeer 
holds an inimitable 
place amons paint- 
ers. He commands 
an almost obsessive 
afibctlOD, from choc- 
olat8-b(xi-t(^ to the deepest 
crannies (tf academe. He 
paints scenes from everyday 
life composed with disarming 
intimacy . which Imve become 
as familiar as the woi^ of Van 
Gogh or Leonardo. Vermeer 
captures episodes that echo 
those in our own lives of 
which we are barely aware, 
but whidi, in these p ainting , 
are sublimated and made 
poetic. 

And yeU in Vermel, things 
are rai^ as they seem. 

Proust called him “the forever 
imlmown’'. The first historian 
to establish his fome outside 
Holland, Theophlle l^re. 
described him as the 
“8phynx“ among artists. Sty- 
listically, he defies deOnltion. 
His technical masteiy baffles 
and Intrigues. And perhaj» 
most remarkable of all, this 
eni^natic £ame derives foom a 
nuniinal Muprr of only 31 ex- 
isting painting, plus five con- 
tested attributions. They 
cover a narrow range of 
sabjectmatter and most are 
very small in size. 

The mystique becomes a 
universal query on the cool 
but passionate gaze from the 
Girl trith a Pearl Earring: 
what did Vermeer really 
paint and why? 

fhr 3QQ years it has been 
impossible to trj’ and answer 
these questions without cross- 
ing frontiers and continents to 
visit Vermeer's few and scat- 
tered paintings. The last time 
a significant number of his 
works were assembled was for 
a posthumous auction in 
Amsterdam In 16B6. when 21 
were gathered for sale. But 
now the same number have 
been brought togetlwr by the 
Washington National Gallery 
for the first ever Venneer 
exhibition, which opened last 
Sunday’ and which comes 
home to TTie Hague necct year, 
on theterventenoiyofthe 
.Anisterdaiu auction. 

The project has been pro- 
pelled by one man. Arthur 
Wheeled the Washington 
gallery’s curator for Northern 
Baroque painting, but better 
described as ”Mr Vermeer”. 
Wheelock has worked since 
1 988 to assem ble these int- 
ings. and this week he dis- 
plaj's the nervous excitement 
of a man whose wife is going 
into bbour. The plv'otal ririr 
qfZVjlf. from Tlie Hague, was 
deemed unfit to travel, and 
released only niter a special 
conference by experts from 
five countries. The exhibition 
only happened because insur- 
ance is underwritten by the 
government in America. 

One of the most adventur- 
ous arrivals is the Lady Writ- 
ing a Later wUh her Maid. 
from Dublin, just two years 
back from a seven-year excur- 
sion throu^ the terrorist and 
drug.-traffick1ng underworlds. 
"There is som^iing special 
about putting on Venueer," 
Wheelock says. "This is hi 
some ways a big and heartless 
place, like any other large in- 
stitution. But there's a differ- 
ent e?ccitement. something 
very affectionate. 1 still don’t 
know what the cumulative 
impact Ik it hasn’t sunk in 
thatthepaintingshaveactu- 
allyarrh*ed . . 

And next day: “Actually. I 
got to have a TOlk around Inst 
night, the whole thing to 
myself.Just them and I:a very 
strange experience. . 

The 21 p^tlngs are 
cleaned, restored and shine 
like precious stones. It would 


be hard to better illustrate the 
motto that the whole is greater 
than the sum of the parts. 
These pictures are familiar, 
but different a^in bemuse 
they reinforce each other. 

Vermeer's life Is as opaque 
to the eyes of history as h^ 
painting. He was bom In 1632, 
sonofapublican In Delft He 
himself became an innkeeper, 
married Catfaarina Bolnes in 
1S3 and later that year 
entered the painters' guild of 
St Luke. He had 11 chtidren 
and died suddenly In 167S. 
aged only -12, ha ving >- we 
leaxn from widow's deposi- 

tion “nothing of his own. 

He had lapsed Into ... decay 
and decadence". 

We do not know who tau^t 
Vermeer, or where he trained. 
There are only the Ibintest 
traces of contact with follow 
painters of the ^y. There are 
no letters or writings, no 
sketches or en^vlngi. There 
are three very short contem- 
porary references to his 
artistic prowess but no 
documented commissions, 
and noreoordedsalttduztng 
bis lifotime, ahhough there 
are a fow contemporary 
owners. 

Many paintings remained 
in his possession when he 
died; Catharina's deposition 
tells us: “During the ruinous 
and protracted war (with 
France, be was; unable ... to 
sell any of his art." The fact 
that DO other painter adoi^ 
Vermeer's style sui@ests that 
there was no workshop and no 
apprentices. Vermeer worked 
painstakingly, and apparently 
alone. 

Until this exhibition. 
Venneer had been drawn from 
obscurity by two own. The 
ilrst was the French critic and 
politician Tliore. wbo. during 
the 1850s. stumbled upon the 
of Def/i (which had gene- 
on public display 30 years ear- 
lier) and the 1696 Amsterdam 
auction list Entranced, he 
spent his 20 ycKWs of political 
exile tracmg Vermeer’s work. 

More recently, a Vale econo- 
mist J M Montios. has written 
an arch Ival thriller, charting 
Vermeer 'sand Catharina’s 
extended families, and 
thereby fragments of his own 
life. It Is a wonder that Ver- 
meer sm*vived on such a 
sparse output in times when 
painters were notoriouslypro- 
llTic. churning out work with 
the help oflarge ateliers. Mon- 
tias calculates that Vermeer 
con have sold only two or 
tlm-e painting a year. 



Girl with a Pearl Earring (detail) (1965-66> by Johannes Venneer. 
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S WAS the 
sprinitiine of the 
Dutch Tuition, born 
out ofa war of inde- 
pendence against 
Spain. Young Hol- 
land was self-conscjous tiiat it 
was the model of liberty, virtu- 
ous capitalism and northern 
natioimood. Venoeershared 
this moral patriotism, as is 
clear from the bold maps that 
line the walls of many paint- 
ings. The VTerrqfZV^ proudly 
portrays hishmnetowa and 
was described by Proust as 
“the most beautifUl picture in 
the world". In Remembrance qf 
nifngs Azsr, the novelist 
Ber^tte isstudyingnaection 
of Vermeet^s cityscape illumi- 
nated by sunlight when struck 
down by blood poisoning, 
mumbling 'Tittle patch of 
yellow wall..." 

It is fitting that Proust 
understood Vermeer’s proud 
statement about Delft In tills 
surr^ manner. The cityscape 
is glorious but spectral and 
strange in the palell^t of an 
unseen, timeless sun. In hs 
resistance to absoiatism — 
Chthol ic and Calvinist — - Hoi- 
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land created an aperture for 
dichotomy and mgma as well 
os freedom. For Venneer. 
such tensions were height- 
ened — because he was a Prot- 
estant Ttiio converted to 
Catholicism in orterto marry 
(his mother-in-law was a 
weighty Jesuit). 

The best history book to be 
written for years, Simon 
Schama's &nbamusmau of 
Riches, opens with a Tanfore: 

It is the peculiar genius 
the Dutch to seem, at the same 
time, ikmiliar and incompre- 
hensible.” This is the essence 
of Vemeerand the dichotomy 
that eioei^ as we view, for 
tile first ti^ ever, an 
eshlbitionfrom Vermeer’s 
oeuvre. 

So what does Vermeer 

pHint? Hp paints light. His 

hues, luminosity and shadows 
areextraordinaiy — he is one 
the fow artists to under^ 
stand the transparency of 
shadow. In Vermeer, light cre- 
ates mood, be it difihse, direct 
or reflected, soft or lambent 
cold and still or warmly radi- 
anL In his venucular scenes. 
Vermeer paints mainly 
women to whom men. if 
are present, play a subsidx^ 
role. He paints love letters and 
their recipients. Repaints 
wine-drinking and music- 
making and women engaged 
in wholesome pursuits such 
as pouring nu& or lace- 
making. Vermeer's realism is 
so accomplished that it is often 
called “phob^raphic”. That is 
the pleasing surface of things. 

It is Important what Ver- 
meer does nof pa in L Time and 
time again, be takes a popular 
genre and removes the narra- 
tive context leaving the cen- 
tral players in sparse sur- ■ 
roundings, undefined by 
notiiTiting events. This leaves 
the rar • y 1 nfu v/vrk as itsdom- 
hx.ct '.quality and frees the 
subject in time, if not in space. 
Then there is the matter <d‘ 
illusion. Until the invention of 
pbotogra)foy, "the imitation 
of nature" assumed almost 
litivgical significance at 
various junctions in aesthetic 
theory. But among the Dutch 
thisimtion was elastic: nature 
and mathematics, once fully 
umletstood. could be wmTted 
on for effect. Tlie theorist Sam 
van Hoogstraten wrote that 
the perfect painting was “like 
a mirror of Nature in which 
tiling that are not there ' 
appear to he there". 

The Music Lesson depicts a 
favourite subject whiCh Yer- 
meer strips oTusual details: 
1^'boanl. playing hands or 
manuscr^ ^warpsper- 
i^ective to create a va.st space 
surroundiTtg the couple. Li0it 
falls seli*ctivc1y and illogi- 


cally. Venneer paints the 
pupil with her beck to us, but 
the mirror above the virginal 
shows her face and also the leg 
oTVenneer's easel, which, of 
course, foils to appear In the 
scene itself. 

There is one Vermeer map, 
in the AU^ory Painting (no- 
fortunately missing froin this 
exhibition), which depicts not 
the seven provinces of the con- 
temporary Dutch repuUic 
but — poignantly — the res- 
i^Dthmt 17 c^RenaissaDce 
times. Vermeer and the 
Renaissance; an intriguing 
but logical asociation, for 
Vermeer’s technique, his 
mathematical trictery, the 
challengisg stores, and speo- 
tralsenseofmoodhaveain^- 
decessor Piero della 
Francesca. 

Almost atone among 
Renaissance painters, deDa 
Francesca paints those Iteen 
eyes that stare, challenge and 
spark a silent, inner con vers a - 



Woman Holding 
A Balance 
(detail above) is 
not weighing 
gold or pearls 
but two drops 
of light 


tion; the Same haflmarksas 
Vermeer. Indeed, both artists 
seem to pain tsUeoce, there is 
barely any suggestion of 
sound.Asweriewthecoilec- 
tKm. there is nxxw that links 
these two, thereby Uiuminat- 
ing Venseer’s m)ster>'. 

Silence and the powm- of 
mood are also achie\’ed by 
mathematics TheRenaU- 
sancemastersturnedgeoiDe' 
fry from a craft in to (he U beral 


arts of pers p ec tiv e and 
disegno. Della Fhuicesca used 
mathematical oonstnictions 
which speak to the subcon- 
scious to create strm)^. icy 
stillness in his didactic paint- 
ings . He composed illogical 
but impactful constructions, 
such as three diSbrent eye- 
levels in tile Resurrection of 
Christ 

There is no evidence tiiat 
Vermeerwenttolts^, andno 
evidence tiiat be did not; some 
experts believe be trained 
there. But the influence ofltal- 
lanmosters blew at ^le force 
across 17th century Dutch 
painting. And tiiere is every 
mdication that Vermeer was 
bewitched by the Italians’ 
mathematical trratises and 

their aj ^HcuHO^ fri pa biting , 

optics and cartography. He 
used an Italian oomenz 
obscura device, whiebpro- 
jected an image tiirou^ a pin- 
hole.- Be was friendly with the 
matbematieiBn, mlousoopist 
and astronomer Antony van 
Leeuwenhoek, probable 
m odel for Vermeer’s portraits 
the GoTgrtipher and ^ 
Asrronomer. and a trustee to 
Vermeer’s estate. 

Surveying the assembled 
work In Washington, one real- 
ises tiie degree to which Piero- 
esque trickery, usingmatbe- 
znatics for tiiematic effect. Is 
fundamental to Vermeer. But 
why? Slowly, a single theme 
emerges, in dfflbrent w a ys, in 
different settmgs.T1ie Wonum 
Writing a Letter sit s atber 
desk, set in an ingenious geo- 
metricaldesign: between 
three rectangular shapes, of 
which two are almost identi- 
caL Tlie&ird. largestrect- 
angle is an obscure painting- 
wzthm-a-painting. reaching 
across the picture and finish- 
ing at the golden section. The 
woman looks up, straight at 
us. Her expression does not 
imply an unwelcome internq)- 
tton. Everything in this paint- 
ing — Qie business ofher let- 
ter, her ermine jacket a string 
of pearls — is subordinate to 
the moment for whi(di, In this 
instance, you are responsible. 
What this painting deplete is 
the moment itself. 

In Woman Holding a Bal- 
anee, Professor Wb^ock was 
first to observe.tbeNfadonna- 
like figure is not weighing 
gold cr pearls, as was pre- 
smned for centuries, out noth- 
ing. All that fills the sc^es are 
two drops of li^Chowfitting 
that one of Vetmeer's most 
metepbyslealpaintings 
should involve weiring 
light). And the woman’s piv- 
otal significance Is achieved 
by a vivid trick with light $he 
is batiied in on intense, ilk^- 
cal, crystaHine light to 


dramatic compositional and 
Qiematic effect. Her demean- 
our is one of peace with her- 
self which echoes the balance 
struck with tbe scales. There 
is an articulated religious 
anak^ the painting-within- 
a-painting depicts the Last 
Judgment kalancing the 
scales of divine justto. The 
woman’s balance is an Inti- 
mate echo of the Apocalypse, 


her own secular, temporal 
account of God’s eternal judg- 
ment So tbe most striking 
thing about this piling is 
the moment, in contrast to tbe 
scene on tbe waD ^tmarks 
the end of time. The balance 
has Just been struck. It could 
be disrupted by the slightest 
breath ormovraient. The 
woman’s righthand with its 
stretched little finger is in a 


careful but fleeting pngi tton 
required to hold the lYftia nce, 
while the fingers of her ri^t 

band press sturdily on the 
table, suggesting perma- 
nence. Tbe woman appears 
pr^nant, throwing this 
painted moment forward into 
tbe future. 

The scholarly Geographer 
wears academic attire and has 
aroimd him the equipment he 
needs for measuring man- 
kind’s world — - compasses, 
books, a globe. These things 
locate him in time and in 
proud HoBand. But be has 
looked up from this place and 
from these things, distracted 
from within. By what? We do 
not know, but we sense that 
tills has j^ happened at tire 
mcment of our “arrival”, and 
this coincidence in time givra 
the painting its dynamism, 
not the apparatus of 
setaolarship. 

But what about the Girl 
with o Pearl Burring, icon of 
the assembled work, brimflil 
with contradictions? A series 
of questions occur; has she 
just turned her head towards 
us, anticlockwise, or is she 
about to turn away ? Is our 
communion with this allusive 
figure about to commence or 
about to craclude? Is this mes- 
merising ^ance a greeting or 
a frurewell? Her lucid eyes 
catch yours for a fleetixxg 
moment that seems to have 
lasted forever. The girl is at 
once defiant and vulnerable, 

fttamal and fthasJR, rIthtiWa. 

neously constitute of desire 
and confrontation. Aheady, 
tile portrait is playing tricte 
witii time. Does hm* half-open 
mouth mean that she Is about 
to speak, mr has sp(^en?The 
answer seems to be both, at 
the very same moment 

What is "a moment”? It is a 
measurementi^the inunea- 
sorable, a unit of time. It was 
time its^tiiat Piero was 
painting, an enterprise that 
marked him om frfmn bis own 
time. He is called tim most 
“modem" of the old masters. 

modem we iisuaDy mean 
tlmplpM , and 'by to 

Tii pan tTia f Hp gp palra tn mir 

time. And what better way to 
generate a sense of timeless- 
ness than by painting tune 
itself. 

In Vermeer, the enterprise 
recurs. Tbe eternal is made of 
passing moments, and pass- 
ing moments become etemaL 
Our lives are not bu^ from a 
series of photographic snap- 
shots without past (»*ftiture. 
And nor are Vermeer’s paint- 
ings. They are compoaed of 
counterpoint betw^^ tbe 
present, past and ftiture, mak- 
ing them— in their way — 
more "Ufe-like" titan any 
photograph. The most remark- 
able (fall thetiiings tiiat 
Vermeer paints is time lteel£ 

The Vermeer Exhibition shows at 
the NaUonal Qaliery, Washington 
DC, unO! February H iggg; and 
a! the MadHishaus, The Hague, 
from March 1-ilune 2 1996. 

Tickets tor the Maurttshaus must 
be booked tor a ^ecifle dale and 
time. Order forms from: 
Netherlands Board of Tourism, 

PO Box 523, London SW1E6NT. 
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20 OBITUARIES 


Harry Baines 


The Guardian Saiurday XuV(.inluT ivn 


Artist who 
looked left 





H arry Baines, 
who bas died 
aged 85, was the 
oldest snrvlTor 
ofthe group of 
talented painters and illus- 
trators who graduated fixim 
the Manchester School of 
Art between the wars. The 
rise of Nasism, mass nnem- 
ployment the Spanish 
Civil War bound them into a 
stroi^dy committed unit 
which placed its talent at 
the sex^ce of the labour 
movement 

Baines, small, dapper, ai> 
ticulate and the possessor of 
an astringent sense of hn- 
mour, decided he was to be a 
figurative painten in an age 
when finp arts were to turn 
fiaeir badES increasingly on 
technical skill, he could 
draw beaatifiiUy and was 
willing to mastmr composi- 
tion and the handling of oil 
paint 

He and his friends worked 
within an ethos of social 
commitment which drew on 
the tradition stretching 
bads to Daumier. Pissaro, 
Gross, Rivera and 
William Morris. Such work 
was to be maxgiiialised by 
curators who favoured ab- 
stract expressionism, mini- 
malism and installation art 
but this did not deter him. 
He produced sensitively-felt 
and realised landscapes, 
still lifes and porfraits, 
many inspired by bis travels 
in France, Italy, Greece and 
India. 

He summarised his posi- 
tion in a critique of the op- 


Letter 


Patricia Langdon-Dacies 
zcrites.* Sometune in the eaiiy 
fifties a group of young men 
and women came to stay at 
OUT Catalonian hotel, all of 
them connected with the 
theatre. One night, after din- 
ner on the terrace, it became 
clear that one of the men at 
the "actors" table. taU, good- 
looking. fine voice, was tell- 
ing a story and actii^ a point 
as he did so. Unaware that he 
had claimed e\’erybody’s at- 
tention. he stood up, turned 
his cha Ir back-to-front and sat 
astride it talking and gesticu- 
lating. Everybody watched, 
enthralled. And we, out of 
touch with the English 
theatre, said to each other 
'‘We’ll see Uiat man’s name in 
bri^t lights one day. Now 
what was he called? Ah yes, 
Robert Stephens.” (Obituary, 
November 14). 


Another Day 

Nooembo‘18, 1860. Baltimore: 
This great country is in Che 
process of dissolution ... Sev- 
eral Southern states ~ Flor^ 
ida, Geoigia. Alabama and 
Mississippi with South Caro- 
lina as their guide — have for 
all practical purposes seceded 
from the United States . . . 

The future is as black as it 
can be, for the political crisis 
has led to a financial crisis . . . 
Money is hoarded, cannot be 
found — it is invisible. What 
bas given tremendous and in- 
calculable proportions to the 
debacle is the insane confi- 
dence that the speculators 
have had for several ^ars. the 
exorbitant level to which the 
mania of the capitalists and 
gamblers has pushed govern- 
ment bonds and industrial 
shares. What has rviined 
America is this boundless con- 
fldaice ai the people in its 
strength, its power, its wealth, 
arid its Vitality. A Qwwf Viris 
qfAmerka: The Home Letters 
td" Salomon de Rothschild. 
Oessei Press. 1962. 


posing tendency. “Astage 
has been reached when any- 
thing is acceptable as ait if 
someone says it is. 'Htere is 
no point in describing the 
numerous examples of per- 
verse or puerile art that are 
now put r^nlarly before 
the pnblie. What matters is 
the effect of all this on our 
critical faculties. The mean- 
ing of the avant garde as a 
small progressive force 
fighting the inertia of the 
Establishment haa been de- 
stroyed. Avant garde does 
not now belong to the vo- 
cabulary of development 
but to tha t of the fashion 
trade.” 

I T WAS India which first 
inspired Baines with a* 
love and respect for 
widely difforent cul- 
tures. After starting out as 
an apprentice painter in 
Maiudiester, where he 
worked in theatre with Joan 
Ltttlewood and produced 
murals for public buildings 
and (stm extant) part of the 
ceiMx^ of the Buxton Opera 
House, he was called up in 
1940 and post^ to India. He 
foil in love wifii the peo^ 
and their art and later pro- 
duced with Richard Lannoy 
a fine volume of graphic 
work based on Indian 
temple sculptures. 

After the war Baines 
settled in London and held 
his first exibitlon at India 
House. He was a member of 
a left-looking group of art- 
ists, critics and teachers 
which included John 


William Murray 


Berger, Peter de Franda, 
GfiffRowe, Ray Wafidnson 
and Ebn Broote. In 1984 he 
figured in Itie Forgotten 
Fifties, an evhfhi tlan curat- 
ed by Julian Spanldtng 
which started life in Shef- 
field and came to the Cam- 
den Art Coxtre in London. It 
included work by Ko- 
koschka, Auerbach, Peter 
Blake, Coldstream, 

Anthony Caro, Bombecg; 
and John Minton. The show 
summarised an age of 
largely committed art, most 
of which had by then grown 
out of favour with the art 
«»a*ahl8ghitiaw» 

Baines worked widely in 
Italy, and devdoped fiiend- 
sbi;i^ wifii the influential 
group of paintexs led by 

Guttuso, Zigafna, MuCChl 
and TeocanL All of these, in- 
cluding Barnes, had been 
members of the Communist 
Party and remained active 
in the leftwing movement. 

Ebrry Baines was a Uv^ 
man with a quiet, dry north- 
ern humour. With his death 
as the century’s art draws to 
an exhausted close, we lose 
a fine practitioner who be- 
lieved that to separate art ■ 
from life was to impoverish 
both. 

HeJs survivedby his wife, 
Pauline,' the distingnislied 
typogr^her and book . 
designer. 


Derek Karlmi 


Frederick Harry Baines, pairrter, 
bom June 19, 1910: died October 
8,1995 



Haixy Baines . . . ont of favour with the art establishment 
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Peter and Jane and the Ladybird generations 


A lthough the charac- 
ters Peter and Jane will 
be fomillar to several 
generations of schoolchildren 
triio learned to read in the six- 
ties and seventies, the name of 
titeir creator, WiUlam'Mur- 
ray, who has di^ aged 83, wiQ 
probably be less so. 

His books were written as 
part of the Ladybird Key 
Words Reading Schone and 
featured a brother and sister, 
living in suburban splendour, 
who liked nothing better tiian 
to pass Qieir days engaged in 
usefhl household ta^ — 

Jane in the kitchen witii 
mummy. Peter In the garage 
with daddy. 

By today’s standards, when 
therd is such a provision of ' 
reading material available for 
young children, these stories 
look rather dull and unimagi- 
native, but It should be 
remembered that by the stan- 
dards of 196^ foe Ladybird 
Key Words Reading Scheme 
was something new and 
CTciting. 

Happy Venture, Janet and 
John, and to a more limited 
extent Gay Way, predomi- 
nated in our classrooms. And 



Required reading .. . 

Peter and Jane and their 
creator, vnuiam Murray 

there was little foat was scl- 
entifie about their compila- 
tion ^ they were eotiiely 
middle><dass in their siddact 
matto:, and not readily avail- 
able to the public. The success 
fhatrhiMr m hafi with fofltn 
was due to the motivational 
efforts of teachers, and to tiie 
foct that many cfafidren will 
team whatever the obstades. 

Into this world of children’s 
learning stewed William 


Murray. His contribution was 
tobeimmenseJAsateadier— 
and later as headmaster of 
Thirlestaine Court and West- 
lands (both in Cheltenham, 
and both devoted to children 
with lg ar"»og difficulties) — 
he was fully aware of the 
needs of ctaildrmi focing the 
complexities of learning to 
read. 

Hence his early work cm 
language with foe educational 


Weekend Birthdays 


DONT troiU»le us wifo the 
narrative of her lifo nor the 
plots of her novels: it’s the 
tone of Margaret Atwood. 56 
today, udilch plea^ readers. 
She’s at a balimced eqiii-dis- 
tance from everyone: from 
those who study her (‘This ac- 
ademic said to me you've 
written enou^ for us by now. 
In other wonls, drop dead and 
we can deal with foe texts”); 
from journalists who visit 

and ask questions (”ff you’re 
going to review foe furniture, 
which a lot of interviewers do 
these days — most of it he- 


longed to my father-in-law”); 
from activists Triio want her 
to be a propagazidist for the 
mmul superiority of women 
(”Why should we an be sopra- 
nos? I don't *biwk that femi- 
nism ought to mean that all 
men are bad*0: from the liter- 
ary critics C*Ihey pressured 
me. Remember foe Tut your 
head In the oven or you’re not 

a real poet* movement?’0- And 
her attitude of foought and 
behaviour can be savoured, 
too. She wrote bm*first, foen- 
outrageoiis, book m a broom- 
ciQibcnrd. She read the pahn 



of the literary editor of the 
Sunday Times so acutely he 
didn’t dare report any of her 
findings. She gave the Guard- 
ian correspondent her mofo- 


psycholc^ist Joe McNally. 
Together they identified 200 
key words which they found 
accounted for half totbree- 
quarters of the words occur- 
rh^ in eveiyday reading mat- 
ter. They pointed out foat the 
first 12 key words made up a 
quarter of the words we read 
and write, and 100 words 
made up half those in com- 
mon use at the time. 

From this, Murray deduced 
that children’s early reading 
materials should consist of 
the most common words — ar- 
going that it would be easier 
for young chil dren to deal 
with text s in which the words 
had a famniar ring. 

Thns emerged one (tf foe 
first serious attempts to pro- 
duce books with a controlled 
vocabulary, and not one that 
was chosen randomly as ap- 
peared to be the case in Happy 
Venture and Janet and Joi^ 
The only scheme with a com- 
parable attempt to control vo- 
cabulary was foe Queensway 
Reading, published in the 
same year as Ki^ Words. In 
an equally &r-si^ted way, its 
vocabulary was based on 
words from G E R Burrough’s 


er’s recipe for eaiia uiy cook- 
ies. She went to Brighton to 
read at the fe stiv al and enthu- 
siastically toured the sewers. 
Attagirl. Atwood. VR 

Tbdqyb oi/ier birthdays:The 
Rt Rev Dewi Bridges, Bishop 
(rf' Swansea and Brecon. 62; 
Prof Charles Cowan, former 
director, School of Oriental 
and African Studies, 72: 

David Hemmings, actw, di- 
rector. 54; John Hosier, for- 
mer principal Guildhall 
School of Miiric Drama. 

67: Admiral of the Fleet Sir 
Henry Leach. 72; Graham 
ParkCT. singer, songwriter, 
45; Alan PryiteJanes, author 


lists (complied in the late fif- 
ties) of the ^ken vocabulary 
of five and six year olds. 

However, th^ was a more 
subtle side to foe books that 
Murray wrote and Ladybird 
pitiduced. For foe first.tiine. a 
reading scheme actively en- 
omraged children aEtd 
parents to practise reading 
together outside of school 
hours, at a time when “read- 
ing-to teadim'” was still 
regarded as foe “proper" way 
to do it This meant that the 
books had tobereadilyavail- 
able in diops, and have 
enough instantaneous appeal 
that children would see them 
a&desirable objects. 

To this end. Ladybird 
started to design books with 
noticeable covers and Ulus- 
.trations that caught chil- 
dren's eyes. There was an- 
other necessary attribute of 
the books for which Murray, 
foe teacher and child psychol- 
osist must be givmi 
ecedit: for the first time a 
reading scheme consisted of 
books which were foe ri^t 
size for children and foelr 
small hands. Their bard backs 
also made them reasonably 


and critic, 87; Alan Shepard, 
US astronaut, 72; Sir Tasker 
Watkins 'VC, Deputy Chief 
Justice (tf England, 77; ttim 
Wilde, pop singer, 85. 

T^omorrow^ birthdays: 

Maeve Forttdlplomat, ambas- 
sador to Lebanon, SS; Jodie 
Foster, actress, 3% Kathleen 
Halpin, fominist, former 
chief administrator, WRVS. 
92; Baroness (Lenaj Jegor, 
former Labour MP, 80; Prof 
James Johnson, geographer, 
65; Dr Gbada Karnd, cam- 
paigns for Palestine. 56; 
Jeane Kirkpatrick, Ameri- 
can diplomat and scientist, 69; 
Calvin Klein, fashion de- 


durable. Thus with great mar- 
ketii^ savvy. Ladybird had 
created a reading scheme not 
exclusively associated with 
school and one that could be 
collected to form a personal 
library. 

Today there may be many 
more imaginative and enter- 
taining books around, cover- 
ing a wider spectrum (^soci- 
ety. but we have to ask if 
children’s readir^ would have 
become so wid^read in the 
homes of non-literary famili es 
bad William Murray not had 
the vision that went beyond 
the confines of classroom and 
school 

He retired from teaching in 
1970, but continued to work 
for Ladybird as a consultant 
and to lecture on his work. 
wiiMnm Murray was meticu- 
lous in everytiiing be did, fidl 
of energy and enthusiasm. A 
major revision of a new 
Words scheme was in pro- 
gress when he died. 


Geo ffr e y R Roberts 


WllUam Murrey, teacher and 
educationalist bom April 19i 
1912; died September21, 1995 


signer, 53; Penelope Leach, 
psyeh(d(^t childcare ex- 
it^ 58; Admiral of the Fleet 
Lord Lewis, fonner chief of 
foie Naval St^, 75; Dorothy 
Morlarty, founder member 
Rc^ (k>U(^ of Nuraing, 106; 
Bronwen Naish, double bass- 
ist and musical sawer, 56; Aor 
riol Sinclair. National Hunt 
traln«:, 77; Dr Robert Smith, 
vice-chancellor. Kingston 
University, 60; Dennis 
T^lor, snooker player, 48; - 
The Ves Michael Till. Arch- 
deacon of Canterbury, 60; 
Dame Margaret Tonier- 
Warwlck, Immunologist 71; 
Bdike Vernon, record pro- 
ducer, 51. 



G US MARTIN, \%*ho has 
died 38^ 59, was a 
teacher who succeeded 
in being popular whiledigni- 
fled, formal without being 
pompous. As professor of 
Ani^Irish literature and 
drama at University’ College. 
Dublin frvin 1979. he was one 
of the most rei^)eeted figures 
in Irish education, and n styl- 
ish and persuasive lecforer — 
although few professors of lit- 
erature were so close to their 
social roots as to have lost two 
fingers in a village tug-o-wari 
Though sympatiietic to old- 
style nationalist republi- 
canism. his kind erf' .Anglo- 
Irish studies were acoepmble 
to Irishmen of e\'ep' variety 
and were intemationnUy rec- 
ognised. He bad his own con- 
cept of Irish literature and 
drama written throu^ ttie 

medium trfEn^ish. One of his 
most important contributions 
was his 1970 essay In a collec- 
tion by nmi-Anglicans to mark 
foe centenary' <rf foe Church of 
Ireland’s disestablishment 
Martin, Stax of the postmas- 
ter in Ballinamore. County 
Leitrim, went to the Cister- 
cian College, Roscrea. and 
UCD, where he obtained his 
PhD for a thesis on foe Irish 
short story, the study field in 
which he became pre-eminent 
As a Roscrea sdMOltencher he 
co-founded foe Association of 
'Teachers of English. In the 
mid-Z960s he also contributed 
to Tailifis ScoUe, Irish televi- 
skxi'seducatkmalsavice. . 

Always humorous, puckish 
and qiiiadcal his lectures 
nurried authoritati\’e control 
of his subject with a charm 
and eufousiasm. In 1983 he 
wrote an in^ired critical bk^- 
raphy of Yeats ^ he could 
recite his poetic corpus from 
memory — and was director of 
Sligo’s Yeats International 
School for three years to 1961 . 
He would boast convincingly, 
tiiathehadreadfew, if any. 
critical works on Joyce — who 
was another key theme. In 
1987 he founded and continued 
to direct the UCD-based Joyce 
Summer Sdiool 
Another; writer on whom he 
dilated with easy insight was 
James Stephens (the subject of 
his MA thesis). He had a ar- 
ticular affinity for his whimsi- 
cal fantastic treatment of the 
realities crflrish life. 

Martin was chainnan erf foe 
Abbey (National). Theatre in 
1985. a turbulent time when 
bJs grace calmed many a 
storm in a positive creative 
manner qidte exceptional in 
Irish theatrical politics. He 
also served on tbe Cultural 
Relations (knnmittee of tiie 
Departmmt of ^ireign Af- 
faih, ^uivalect to the British 
Couiicil and was a founder- 
member of the Irish Theatre 
Archive. 

Sadly be had not conqdeted 
his biograpby of tiie poet Pat- 
rick Eavan^h. ^riiose papers 
he repatriated from America 
in tiie 1960s — an archival 
coiq>. But he had almost com- 
plete a definitive edition of 
another neglected poet, James 
Clarence Mangan. His reputa- 
tion and place in the affections 
of his students belies his own 
recent ccanment — “frune is 
but a handful of dust” 

He is.5orvived by his widow 
Claire, and four childre n. 


■1~ ■ ■ wsa. 

liiriiMiii mw 


Thomas Augustine Martin, aca- 
demic, bom November 13, 1935; 
died October 16, 19% 


Death Notices 

A. On levt Novembar 
aft* a tana iHnaw 
Om A mnianw hiworiaa author and Ma- 
vWon prasMor. Funeral al Narberth Cro- 
matonum Oyied an Wodnaeday and 
Novambar ai I2.SL No nowrora bui oona- 
gpna.te^Maemllfan Niiralrq Sarvieaa or 
aiante NWa Hoeplea lund. Ml anquirta 


aMAntfm la Mm wlHIaro Fimaral 
Oirad^ Ura. FaHndra. HMMy 

BUL Dyfad. m OlUa 370412. 
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HpPWNS. O^Oih Nowamber 19H la Oara 
(H andy) and John Arrihoiv Qooflray. 
A Pfo iiw nr Davla 

Mw your announcamanl telephone 


Face to Faith 


Taking sex seriously 


JuDa Ncuberger 


J USTa few weeks ago, a 
group of Jewish women 
demonstrated outside a 
meeting (rf the Board of Depu- 
ties, the Jewish communal 
paiilament, about foe lack cf 
progress on any of the propos- 
als made by a commission set 
UP two years ago by the Chlrf 
Rabbi Dr Jonathan Sacks, on 
the treatment (rf women 
under Jewish law. 

Among their speciSc con- 
cams was the failure of any 
initiatives toease the position 
of women whose hiishnndg 
have refused to give them a 
religious divorce. In tradi- 
tional Jewish law. a man gives 
his wife a “get", a Jewish div- 
orce, but a woman cannot div- 
orce a man. If a man does not 
give a woman a “get” after a 
civil divorce, she is not free to 
marcy again under traditional 
Jewish law. 

If She does many, as many 



women In this sltuatimhave 
done, tiien unto Orfhodox 
law, any ensuing children are 
in the category known as 
“mamzerim”, children of a foi> 
bidden unkHi. who can them- 
selves only marry other 
“mamzerim*’. This is a crud 
situation whicdi could be much 
ameliMUted wtfoin the con- 
fines of Orttiodos Jewish law. 
It is no auiprise tben that 
women are illustrating their 
impatience witti needl^ de- 
lay, andbravely taking m tbe 
old male establishment of Or^ 
thodox Jewry. 

But, despite these grave dis- 
abilities, which Reform and 
LiberalJudaismhassou^tto 
remove for Its members, Juda- 
ism Is positive about many as- 
pects of women’s Uve^ it cele- 
brates the strength <rfmothers 
and has always emphasised 
foe education of glris (if not to 
foe level of boys). In particular. 
It is positive about female sex- 
uaUty-tothesurprlsecrfnon- 
Jews. This is not to suggest 


thatfoere is adulation within 

■Indflisip rf flhy fciwd gf ftwnala 

raun^ behaviour, or of 

women behaving in arching 

othtf tiian a modest fashion. 
But, nevertheless, alongside 
tiie second-class le^ status of 
women sltsa belieTdatingfrom 
eaily rabbinic Hrr»^ I'hat it isa 
husband's duty to 9 VB his wife 
sexual pleasure. 

Thislsafor cry from early 
ChrlstUizuty’s gaararal dlfti- 
cu^ in re^rdlngsex as any- 
thing but sinful even If 
essmitial for most people. It is. 
in fiml along way from tiie 
denial erf the flesh so common 
in Christianity. It is generally 
positive. 

A 13th century rabbi Narit 
manides, wrote about how a 
man should behave to his wife! 
“Engage her first in conversa- 
tion tliat puts her heart and 
mind at ease and gladdens her, 
thus your mind and your In- 
tent will be in harmimy with 
hers. Speak words which 
arouse her to passion, union, 


love, desire and eras, and 

words which elicit attitudes of 

teverenoe for (lod. pi^ and 
modesty ... Never may you 
force her, for in such unkm the 
divine presence cannot abide.** 

So the atgunii^ is quite 
clear. A woman is to erdoy sex, 
and her husband is to make 
sure that ste does, aod is not 
firced. The sexual act Hself is 
partof divine creation, as are 
the genital or^ns. Sesial in- 
terronrse at the jMxjper time, 
with the proper person, 
the appropriate person, Is holy. 
Some authorities go furtiier, 
and Sliest that how a coupie 
petfonns the sexual act is up to 
foam, iTtrfndjwgpftBsIblyoral 
sex. (foou^ not anal sex, 
whicb is ^ressly foihidden). 
And the ni^t of the Sabbath, 
Fri^y evening. Is a time to 
joyful celebration and to sex. 

AgainstthatalmostallJew- 
ish authorities regard male ho 
mosexuality with hotror. It is 
only vety recently tiiat some 
Jewish autivxities have do 
fended male homosexuality, by 

ascribing the same consider- 
atioDs to it tiiat they would to 
heterosexuality, arguixig that 
to homosexuals their sexual- 
ity is as natural and normal 
aM therefore to be conducted 
in as proper and holy way as 


heterosexual sex is to 
heterosexuals. 

So it is of enormous inqxsN 
tanoe that some rabbis have 
“come out** as male homosex- 
uals lesbians. But it has 
not necessarily been easy for 
them, for mainstream Ortho- 
doxy is std extremely nega- 
tive. Yet in the Uidted States, 
fome is at least one entirely 
gay congr^tion, wtfo agay 
rabbi, and unions between ^ 
couples are blessed, somethhig 
which 1 believe to be right and 


Doonesbury 


proper, but which is not per- 
mitted by any rabbinic Ixxiy In 
thiscoustxy. 

But mm-Orthoito Jews are 
beginningto say, in the mod- 
em worid, that our ancestors 
were wrong in r^arding male 
bontosexuaUtyasanabemina- 
tiem. If we are going to say ttmt 
sex is not only to proertoion 
Qfcltildren, butisforpeace 
in the household and lov?, and 
to strengthening bonds 
tween a coujrie. then that can 
be applied as much to a (xiuple 


of the same gender as to a cou- 
ple who are heterosexual 

If we are also going to say 
foat we wish to emphagiaa the 
desirabilitycftakingsexsmi- 
ously, and that we wish to dl^ 
courage promlscui^ ^ tbe 
use ofanotber human- 
being purely for shoit-term- 
gratifkatioci. we have to recog- 
nise foe importance <rf 
permanent homosexual 
relationships as much as het- 
erosexual (mes. 

Jews start with the advan- 



AtarcFfm^LM^ 
AiJ&wauaMBrim 
Sff/tM&r Th^JJSrSF&S? 
IHBRMiHOLBUVBSPIte- 

oPFS&tr.., ^ 


tageo famore positive attitude 
towards human sexuality in 
generalthan many other 
feiths. That attitude ou^t, 

thoughlam&otsureitdoes,to 

enable us to be more generous 
to those who are not sexually 
confonuist to a h^rosexual 

model while advocating fidel- 
ity, loyalty, and smnial plea- 
sure be taken seriously. 

Rabbi Julia Neuberger's book, 
On Being Jewish, was published 
this week 


8Y GARRY TRUDEAU 
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WISE WOMEN: Guardian panel looks for room to manoeuvre in probably the last Budget before a general election 

Chancellor must hold giveaway to £3bn 







(( 


The economic realities Clarke must 
work with and the sort of measures 
that should be seen on November 28 


The politician decides . . . 


m m WniATBVERtte 
m an Chancellor ctf' 

theEzcheguer 
puUsoutofhls 
• OS batteredred 

boxaweekon Tuesday will be 
geared to the probabi^ that 
this is the last Bud^t b^bre 
the Conservative Party ^its 
a general election. 

political pressure &x>m 
within the pa^ fbr vote-win* 
nntf action will make tax cuts 
inevitable. 

But if Kenneth Clarke 
wants to keep a ti^t rein on 
inflation, and to push ibr the 
goals in the Maastridit Treaty 
vdiieh win qualify die UK Ibr 
fiurcq>ean Mooetaiy Unkm 
OEMU), then be cannot afibrd 
to be too generous. We b^Ueve 
he cannot give aw^ more 
than £3 billion and even that 
most be paid fbr throu^ 
Spmidlng cuts which win be 
very tot^ to make, a rise in 
oQier taxes or flrom a cut in the 
contingency reserve. 

The UK is experiencing 
“Gcddllock^' growth, neifher 
too hot nor too cold. The rats 
of ecMiomic expansion in the 
DE has slowed from the heady 
and unsustainable pace 
recorded early last year. 

GDP grew 0.5 per cent in 
the seomd and third quartars 
of this year, including North 
Sea olL That Is at the bottom 
end of most esthnates of ^ 
economy’s sustainable, non- 
inflationary annual growth 
rate range of 2.0-2.S per cent 
There are, however, still 
areas (rf weakness. These la- 
dade retail sales and indus- 
trial pcoduction. In addition, 
the housing market remains 
sluggish and luTvate survey 
evidence, sudb as the CBTs 
trend surveys, have pointed to 
slower manulkcturhig growtti 
ahead. This has led some anar 
lysts to call ^ a significant 
^ley-easing to boostgrawth- 
But the service sechar cem- 
tmues to grow strongly, with 
output up 0.7 per cent in the 
July to September quarter, 
and total economic output is 
now nearly 6 per cent hi^er 
than at its peak in the secemd 
quarter of 1990 in the after- 
math (rf'the 1980s boom. 

The unemployment rate is 
lower now than at the end of 
1987, when average earnings 
began acceteratir^. Inflati^ 


has b^un to rise. Underiying 
inftetion, 2.9 per cent in Octo- 
ber, has been on a rising trend 
ftar the past year and is now in 
the upperhalf of the Govem- 
mmifs target range. 

Manufheturers continue to 
free significaiit pres- 
sures. Input price inOatioD is 
still high and unit wage costs 
are rising. 

An Rising of policy now, in 
either the fiscal or monetary 
fields, would risk a fiirther 
rise in inflatiOD. It is also 
doubtfolwhefiierfiieCban- 
cellor can afited a significant 
easing of fiscal policy in the 
light of the Maastricht nilss 
(br the public sector borrow 
ing^uirement ^SBIQ. 

The PSBR fbr 19^/96 is <» 
track to approadi £30 billion, 
wdl iq> on the £21.5 billion ex- 
pected last November and the 
revised £23.6 bini<m pre- 
diction in the Treasury’s sum- 
me: economic ibrecast 

fr semns that, in the absence 
of coirecthm actii^ the Cban- 
celloz's oveixiding objective 
of balancing the Budget in the 
medium term, andthe sobsld- 
iary ‘^den rule” objective (tf 
boarrowing over the ^cle only 
to finance investment, is 
unattainable. 

Ah easily of the target 
could weaken the Govetn- 
menfsreputationfbrcoDsis- ' 
tent and credible ecoDtmuc 
policy, already in jeopardy 
since the recent redefinition of 
the inflation target 
. Nevertheless, as we have ar- 
gued in previous Budget 
reports, the Chancdlor’s fis- 
cal objective seems unneces- 
sarily tight A more apsaropri- 
ate o^ective would be fbr a 
deficit not in excess of 3 per 
cent GDP over the cyc^. 

TThs IS rov^hly what is 
needed to stabUiw the stock of 
debt as a share of GDP, and to 
avoidraisingthe burden on 
future taxpayers. It is also the 
d^citceiiii^ which the UK . 

must not exceed if it is to qoal- i 
I ifyforHtfU. 

I Eliglbil^'iorEMUisdueto 
' be determined by early 1998. 

, sofheUKismmungtberi^ 
ofmjssb^tbefirstwavecrf^ 
single currency participants 
in 1999. It is. however, b^in- 
xdi^ to look tncreasiBgly 
likely that this ordinal dead- 
line will be postptmed. 






The inflation target 


The Chancellor is unlikely to change lus Inflation target in the Budget The 
softining so tar is probably sensible as 2.5 per cent would be a 
considerable acNevenientln the context of tlte UlC&historicai record. 

It would be close enough to our best-performing EU partners to meet the 
Maastricht criterion for inflation should the UK wish to move into EMU. 
Undue wony about a precise rtie at a precise date is not a raSonal feature 
of a long-term polky goal, but to nwintain UK credibBitil the latest target 
should net be aflowecTto drift ftirther. 

The diamging 

Octobwl^ 1992 

Norman Lament tells Commons Treasury select committee: llVe need to 
aim at a rate of infladon in the long term of two per cent or less'. 

He sets a 1 tot per cent target range, excludifu mortgage Interest and 
tae^^being in the lower half of the range ^ the end of this 

Jirnm, 1995 

Kennelh Clarke reMates goal of 2A per cent or less In Mansion House 
speech,*butasthe long-term average within the 1 to 4 per cent range, not 
as an ‘mtennedialB step to 2 per cent or tees. 

Written answer in Commons on the same day reasserts 2.5 per cent target 
by end of this Parliament 

OctobwTi 1995 

Undarlyjnginfiationtateisreeordedat2.9 percent 

Now is the time 
for sterling to 
rejoin the ERM 



The panel members are 
(clodcwise from top left): 
Malian Bell, treasury 
economist. Royal Bank 
Sootla^ Bronwyn Curtis, 
ezecotive director of 
economics and fixedincoime 
research. Deutsche Bank; 
Janette Rutteziwd, 
Profbssor of Financial 
Management, Open 
University; Dr 
Robinson, head, National 
Aseoeiatioa ofPension 
Funds; Kata Barker, chiteT 
economist at the CBl^ Dr 
Penelope Rowlatt, director. 
National Economic 
Reseanfr Associates; and 
Bridget RoseweU, joint 
managing lUrector, 
Business Strat^xes. 

They are writing in an 
individual capacity and do 
not reflect the views oftlie 
institutions for which they 
work. 


T eds re-entry ctf sterling 
intotheEnropeanex- 
ehange rate mecha- 
nism should be seriously 
considered by tiie Chancel- 
kar in this Budget. 

If he does not do this, the 
UK Bight not meet the 
Maastricht Treaty rules for 
monetary union in January 
1999 and Bfr Cltfke will 
have enacted Britain’s opt- 
out clause without debate. 
ThaTreatystatescnrrBi- 
cies must stay within the 
fluctuation bands of the 
ERM frw two y^ffs. 

Italsorritewtopartlctpa- 
tim in the exchai^ rate 
mechanism, but at pr e s en t 
it is much Ira clear how 
this asp^ ofthe criteria 
will be interpreted. Conran 
about a strict interpretar 
tion is driving otiier 
countries to considw ERM 
participation l^yearend. 

ButstorUnghasbeenthe ' 
worst peribnniiig eorreney 
against the mark in Europe 
tbisyear. 

But In the nest fbnr to five 
mmths, if othtercountries 
^gnal entry into the ERM 
(the content shortlist in- 
cludes Finland, Sweden and 
Itidy) the distinction be- 
tween those countries who 
are In and those who are 
out. may well sharpmi. 

There is a risk tliat the 
governments oftibose 
countries that are clearly 
out could tlimi yield to the 
temptation to Averge frean 


the strict economic policies 
required to meet the Maas- 
tricht criteria. 

And even if this does not 
occur, a risk premium may 
be added fqr market partici- 
pants to the CDxmtcy and ' 
other assets those 
countries. A slump in stex^ 
ling or at least a period of 
significant volatility could 
be the result 

ITuate is also the risk tiiat 
newt-membership oftiie 
ERM vriU be seen in Europe 
as an nnhelpfkil British 
rejection oftiie wtude EMU 
ii^enda. 

Britain can Ul-afEbrd to 
WDirai an already deterio- 
jratlngrelationshlp ^ven 
that more than half its trade 
is with the European Union. 

& may therefore smve to 
sideline Britain ftaxther in 
the deeisittti-makine un^ 
crainEMCi^Ddtoth^ | 
for that matter). 

So £pr the UK has been 
well represented Ina vari- 
ety of committees and Instt- 
tutionsdraftingasperaof 
the moves towards EMU. 
This iufinence may wane if 
' Britain remains outside the 
ERM. 

Political expediency 
mates any early tedsitm to 
re-enter the ERM viitoBlly 
out of the question, and we 
do not expra the Chancel- 
lor to make this move. How- 
ever, by not dolttgso he may 
make the US’s position in 
Eunqiemore difficult. 





Tb olaain a ccgtr qf the latest rejport fraa the Guanlkin 
Economics AdcisoTy Panel, p k as e caU 0171 96S5 


PFI not ready 
to carry burden 

A ny substantial tax cats l Past governments have cut 
next year will have to be I capital expenditure in similar 
fund^ from equally 1 rimimstances.andthisad- 


In .the box . . . E^mmeth Clarke and the battered red 
de^teb box beloved of pre-Budget photo-calls 


Women who advise . . . 


J5 NY substantial tax cuts 
next year will have to be 
from equally 

substantial cutbacks in public 
spmding, with last year’s 
plans Sxr public borrowing al- 
ready under threat. 

This, however, is a preelec- 
tion Budget There is public 
coDC»novtt spendtoginkay 
services, such as health and 
edocation, and the existing 
plans for spending are ti^t 

Pnt^ spending (exduding 
items drbra by the economic 
<7cle suiw as unemplc^ment 
benrilts) is planned to in- 
crease next year a mere 0.5 
percent 

But this does indnde a ccm- 
tingiency demantto meetun- 
forraen circumstances rf 
£6 bilhoDL Some of that could 
be freed for tax i^uctions if 
I spendingpressurescouldbe 
I contain^ . 

The most that could be ex- 
pected to emerge from this 
would be £8 billion, and this 
would leave plans to cut de- 
partmental spencUng by Just 
over 0 A per cent in tmms 

— hardly likely to prove 
popular. 


Past governments have cut 
capital expenditure in similar 
rimonstances, and this ad- 
ministration would have an 
added reason for'doing so in 
the form of the Frivata Fi- 
nance Initiative (P^. 

We would view such a step 
as very unwise. Capitalspe^- 
ing is already set to slow quite 
sharply. Public capital spend- 
ing pe^ed in 1992, and is pro- 
jected to fall in the present fis- 
cal year, and again in the next, 
t^a combinedtotal of more 
than £3A billion. 

This scale of cutback is set 
to weaken tiie UKs p osition 
with regard to mfrastructure 
relative to that of our main 
orapetltors. 

In addition, the PFZhas so 
frr proved very disappointing 
In Novembtf of last year, the 
Chanedtor set a tar^ of 
£5 billimfor thevalue ofpro- 
jeete to be signed under foe 
initiative in 1995. This target 
hasnotbeenmetLatestesti- 
mates would be <mly ab^ 
half tiiis amount 

Instead, the requirement 
that all except the smallest 
^pending prcdects are evaluat- 


ed for private finance before 
expenditure is agreed has led 
to spending being held up in 
many areas of the pubUc sec- 
tor, as lengthy radteing pro- 
cesses are carried out 

The private sector has also 
sufibred. undertaking com- 
plex andcostly tenders only to 

see no finrd project go ahead. 

Raising the target for con- 
tracts to be sidled trader the 
Pn in 1996to£10 billion (as 
the Chancellor is repealed to 
hg pnnffida-tng )lsiTTililfelyto 

be any adequate substttt^ for 
a <xmmutiiimt tb maintain 
public capital spending levels. 

The constru^on todustry 
is DO w (Penally in recession. 
A Buciget whibb reduced flm 
ther prospective demand for 
constructiem In 1996, in carder 
to fhnd tax cn ts for foe con- 
sumer sector (where pros- 
pects fin: 1996 are good, de- 
spite the present slcmrdown) 
would be in danger of adding 
to the imbalances in file econ- 
omy. 

Apolicy initiative which it 

was helped would lead to an 
hnpro^ and moreeffi- 
chmayprodacedinfrastruc- 
tureis,in1heshortrun.bav- 
ingthe ojqposite efibet The PFI 
cannot y^ be expected to 
I foouldermuchoffoe burden 
of capil^ spenfong. 

It is an even qratimi as to 
bow mneb of that burden it 
foould seek to take up to the 
future. 


PSBR 

The Government IS on coutse to 
overstioot Its target for the pu&Uc 
sector spendmg deficlL.. 

PSBR. £inilli(Ni 

I 40 indq»enilent | J ~l _■ 
I average I r“M 
30 forecast ri 


20 Treasury 
forecast 
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..and this threaiens its ability to meet 
the Maastricht Treaty rules tor 
monetary union 
PSBR as 7* ol GDP 
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Tax cuts should be used to 
take people out of tax net 


T he Chancellor has limited 
Focxnformanoenvre. We 
suggest be foems cm tax 

cuts — partly to help the con- 
sumer and partly because 
thra to Uttie point in advisiug 
hxmofoerwise. 

Any serious Chancellor 
ought to kxdc caicfoUy at foe 
whole area of faxes and bene- 
fits; but he also ou^t to resist 
the siren political calls for a 
“penny off the rat^ '. He ou^t - 
tobeanIrolmcingtbeestab' 
lishmoit of an inquiry to sort 
out tile mess that the personal 
tax system has got into. 

Why do 45 per cent of the 
population now pay income 
tax, when <mly 35 per c^nl did 
so 10 years ago? Why is it the 
case-fhat taking part-time 
work is made so difficnilt by 
the operation effhe benefit 
system? Why do we have the 
mix of expenciitnre taxes and 
income taxes tiiat we do? 


The answer to all these 
qiuestums. andprobably many 
others, is *T)y aceddeot”. The 
Conunissiem fto* SocdalJustice 
locriced at the genesis of some 
of fbeprolUeiDs and ideiutified 
(Hie source of the difficulty. 
When most of the taxation and 
benefit systems were devised, 

I tiieywmtebuiltanaparadi^ 

I nf incnrruveammg and family 

patterns Which is increas- 
ingly irrelevant. 

The two^ult household 
(witii CM* wifoenzt (foildren) 
where one adult works foil 
time and the other stays at 
home is a thing Off the past 
Now, households ere more 
likely to have two working 
adults (witii (O' without 
(hildr^ <»r ncme at alL The 
paradigm upon wbicdi the 
20 fh-c»ntuT 7 tax system was 
based has gone. 

Some response has been 
made to tiiiK for example in 


the form of independent tax- 
at^ and recluced eanungs 
clawtQckfor sii^ paxmits. 
Buttiiis is the equivalent to 
bTingtomendarottengar- 
dm ibnee with the odd nail 
andafbwstnits, Itloc^ a 
mess and doesn’t really work. 
The real answer is to have a 
newfrnce. Of course, this 
means that it is necessary to 
riioose the materials and de- 
sign: something which is 
bound to create argument and 
discussion. But it is a neces- 
sary debate whidi cannot be 
put off for ever. 

to tito meantiine, of course. 
It is stin necessary to do scene 
propptog up. There are some 
mo^caticxQS that would still 
I beagoodidea.ifanymon^is 
available fex* tax cuts thm it 
should be used to take people 
out of the tax net rafoer than 
bowing to the political pres- 
sure to cut a penny c^the rate. 

An increase in foe personal 
allowance of £450 would take 
nraly a millicai pec>ple out of 
tax alto^ther and cost 
£3biIU^ 


There are othte' eSbrts that 
could be made to ease the ben- 
efit-to-woiiE transition, to the 
lastBudget, foe Chancellor an- 
nounced Hurt administra- 
tive efforts would be made to 
frst-tradc appUeatiems to 
move fr om Income Support to 
FamDy Credit 

Still mcxre hdpfol would be 
tosruootiioutlteeaxnit^dto- 
regard — the amount a person 
can earn before they lose their 
state benefit At present a 
sin^ parent can earn £15 per 
week and anyone else £5 per 
week, before benefits are 
daw^ back. Aftmr point 

tile reduction is one for one. 
There would be a considerable 
advantage totalling off this 
I clawback so that b^iefit 
reduction was phased to over 
a range of eamii^ rather 

, than hnpoRing a fi-yoH limit 

There is, however, no sub- 
stitute for looking at these 
issues carefollyandto the 
light of economic changes. 
Itoee-jerk reactions do not 
necerarOy help frm- 
ilies or individuals. 


Complete peace of mind 
guaranteed for life. 
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$4bn price for retail operation would fall below analysts’ forecasts • American bank tipped to be buyer 

NatWest nears US sell-off 


Patrick Dono van 
CHy Editor 



ATWEST is poised 
to announce that It 
has completed the 
sale of its US retail 
— 1 banking opera- 

tion, Bancorp, in a worth 
between $3.5 htiTi«->n imA 
$4 billion. 

The sale, which follows 
months of n^otiatiODS, is ex- 
pected to be formally an- 
nounced in a statement to the 
stock mariset early next week. 

The terms are likely to dis- 
ai^lnt City analysts, x7ho 
when the s^e plans were first 
made public were st^esdng 
that NatWest could raise as 
much as $6 billion. 


US miffs 
Japan 
at Asian 
summit 


Speculation was growing 
last ni^t thata deal was being 
s^ned with a US buyer, in- 
volving a mixture of cash and 
shares, NatWest declined to 
comment 

HSBC, the parent of Mid- 
land Bank, had earlier been 
tipped as a likely buyer, but is 
tiwii g ht to have pulled out of 
the bidding on the grounds of 
price. 

The decision to sell the bank 
was tflicen NatWest as it 
became clear that Bancorp’s 
330-brancb operation was be- 
coming too small to compete 
effectively in the US maxicet. 

There were suggestions last 
ni ghiL however, that the deal 
could be delayed by the US 
budget crisis. Aldiough other 
r^ulatory bodies Involved in 


a major banking deal are 
wotking nnmiaiiy, it is Under- 
stood that a ba^<% of work is 
growing at US Justice De> 

partment which would be 
required to examine the anti- 
trust implicatioiis of the sale. 

neet Financial, the New 
Ei^Jand-ba^ bank whidi is 
the lOth-blggest lender in the 
US, was last night as 

one of the most likely bidders. 
The bank last ni^t declined to 
comment institutions 
thought to be intereste d in- 
clude NationsBank and Bank 
ofAmerica. 

A spokesman for the Bank 
of New York gave a broad hint 
that it bad dropped out of the 

niTiii ing. ^pn^ocfnan oa irt 

that the bank had always 
maintained that it would buy 


back its own shares “in the 
absence of a substantial acqui- 
sition". 

Although he refused to com- 
ment diTMtly on Bancoip, the 
spokesman pointed out that 
the bank spent nearly 
$700 millicm on its own stock 
earlier this week. 

Analysts expect the deal to 
involve about $2 billion of the 
purchase price to be paid in 
cash with the remainder in- 
volving shares in the purchas- 
ing bank. 

NatWest has invested 
$2Abillioninitsretailbank- 
^ operation since it started 
in 1979. Hofwever,- the martet 
has been restructurii^ so fest 
that earlier this NatWest 

was forced to decide whetiier 
to pull out or eomp^ head-on 


with the biggest players. The 
forthcoming deal repre se nts 

one of the bigg^ US hanltiwn 

transactions since the recent 
merger between Chase Man- 
hattan and nwmiefli Banking 
Corporation. 

• Midland Bank and Abbey 
National have taken advan- 
tage the US budgrt chaos to 
file plans to raise more money 
through bonds. 

Tbe 05 government finan- 
cial impasse meant that 
charges ftnrsobmittii^timd- 
raisir^ plans witii the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commis- 
sion had fallen, the Abbey 
National said. 

Abbey has lodged plans to 
raise $5 billion in debt while 
tire Midland paved the way for 
its $S billion fhnd-raising pro- 


grammes. Bur both companies 
insisted that they were only 
putting the preparations in 
place ami iiad no immediate 
plans to ra ise new cash. 

• Germany 's Commerzbank 
>’esterdiEty announced plans to 
raise DM1.02 billion (£480 mil- 
lion) by sellmc miiiion new 
shares*. The bank, one of Ger 
many's leading international 
lenders, said strong demand 
for the shares among private 
and institutional investors 
yield^ a price only slightly 
below v’esterd.ty's market 
lev’elctfDM^. 

Tbe bank said 35 per cent of 
the new stuires were being 
sold in Germany, with tiie rest 
going abroad, primarily to 
Switzerland. Bn tain and the 
US. 


Kevin Ra fferty in Osaka 


J APANESE officials ex- 
pressed disappoint- 
ment yesterd^ that 
tbe United States secretary 
of state, Warren Christo- 
pher. flew home to try to 
reach a Bosnian peace deal 
rather than stay for the Asia 
Pacific summit over the 
weekend. 

“Of course, we quite 
nn^rstand,** said one offi- 
cial with a tonch of sar- 
casm. ‘‘fiiat President Clin- 
ton has to stay home 
because both the budget and 
domestic politics are in a 
mess, and that secretary 
Christopher has to go back 
because Bosnia is more 
important”. 

There was something 
symbolic In the fact tiiat 
hardly had Mr Christopher 
departed in an old Boeing 
707 than China's President, 
Jiang Zemin, touched down 
in a sparkling new Bpeii^ 
747-^00. the latest of the 
Jumbo jets. 

At least the trade repre- 
sentative Mickey Eantor, 
senior US ofi^i^ here until 
the vice-president, A1 Gore, 
arrives tod^, was able to 
herald a new agreement 
sealed yesterday by the 
ministers of the 18 
countries of the Asia Pacific 
Economic Co-operation 
thrum (Apec)asa**giant 
step”. 

This was a commitment to 



HeDo and goodbye . . . Mr Christoptim: meets Japanese forel^ minister Yohri Eono Oef^ and trade minister Syutaro Hashimoto photograph- koji gasahara 


opea the world's bigg^ 
and fastest^rowing region 
to free trade, reafiirmix^ . 
the targets to achieve the 
plan^ 2010 fbr developed 
members andby 2020 foa: de- 
veloping countries. 

niere was a last-minute 
hicciH). however, when Ma- 
laya's international trade 
and industry minister, Rafi- 
dah Aziz, held np a press 
conference to announce the 
agreement fhr 40 minutes, 
by ineigtiTig aii commit- 


ments Were “vblnntaxy”. 

At her insistence tbe 
word was inserted in tbe 
agreement She stated at 
the press conference that 
Malaysia did not believe . 
that the target dates were 
blhdlwg, only indicative, 
and that “no country Is 
bound to liberalise ^ way 
other members want to”. 

Other ministers tried to 
minimise the disagreement, 
with bidonesia’s foreign 
minister. All Alatas, saying: 


Electricity takeover 
turmoil intensifies 


Chita Barrie 


P OLITICAL controversy 
engulfed the utilities 
again last night when 
London Electricity imveiled 
plans to pay its sh^holders 
£200 million in a special 
dividend. 

City sources also suggested 
that tbe Government was 
under pressure from regula- 
tors to r^er two bids by gen- 
erators to the Monopolies and 
Meigers Commission. 

Lx^On's one-off dividend 
of £l-a-shore is part of its strat- 
egy* of returning value to 
shareholders but some City 
analysts saw it as a defensive 
tactic against a possible hos- 
tile bid. London is one of just 
three RECs so for untouched 
by the wave of takeovers in 
the industry. 

TbeiKij-mentcsuneas City 
sources su^ested that both 
the Office of Fair Trading and 
the industry- watchdog, Profes- 
sor Stephen Littlechild, had 
recommended that the MMC 
investigate bl^ by National 
Power and PowerGmifor 


Southern Electric and Mid- 
lands Electricity respectively. 

One analyst said the Gov- 
ernment was “ina wobble" 
over whether to block the 
bids, and may alternatively 
impose tough conditions on 
the electricity generators. The 
generators have been con- 
cerned diat a referral could 
allow other bidders, such as 
American utilities, to enter 
the fray. Trade and industry 
secretary Ian Lang is to rule 
on the takeovers neart week. 

London brushed aside sug- 
gestions that die pay-out was- 
te deter bidders as shares rose 
19p to 935p. The spMial divi- 
demdisoneofa series of boons 
for EiOndon investors and ac- 
companied by plans to allow 
City investors to save on tax. 

company has already 
bought back 10 per cent of its 

sha^atacostafglSOmil- 
and has authority to buy 
back a flirther lO per cent. It is 
planning to pass on to share- 
holders the benefits of its 

holding in the National Grid, 
put at £350 million. Yester- 
day’s armouncemeiit included 

apledge to lift the a^iegate 


dividend payable at die end of 
the Onancial year by 20 per 
cent London’s directors will 
make £33,000 from the special 
dividend. 

Labour energy spokesman 
John Battle said the London 
pay-out showed how the inter- 
ests of the consumer were 
being marginalised. He said 
London’s iiriorities were 
“those at the top first, dien the 
staarriiolders. imd at tiie bot- 
tom of the heap come the 
consumers." 

Meanwhile a meeting be- 
tween the directors ofWelsh 
Water and South Wales Elec- 
tricity broke up yesterday 
witiiout agreement on a 
merger. Welsh Water said it 
could not decide on a bid until 
it was able to place a value on 
Swalec'9 Grid holding. A 
“grey market" in Grid shares 
starts on Wednesday, and the 
ftrofirma are to meet again 
late next week. 

# The gas industry watchdog, 
Ofgas, reprimand^ British 
Gas’s Transco division yester- 
day for witiiholding key infor- 
mation needed for a price cap 
review. 


Labour renews attack on rail and nuclear sale plans 


Simon Beavis 
Industrial Editor 


T he Government's rail 
and nuclear power privar 
tisatlon plans came under 
renewed fire from Labour 
yesterday amid accusations 
that ministers were com- 
prom ising safety to raise 
money for tax cuts and that 
the R^track sale had be- 
come a “complete sham”. 

The attacks, on what will 
be the lut big privatisa- 
tions before the elec tion, 
follow revelations in the 
Guardian that the Govern- 
ment is considering rushing 
through the nuclear sale be- 
cause of serious delays in 
Railtrack flotation plans. 

The option is under scru- 
tiny despite warnings from 


the nuclear Industry chleib 
that to bring the atomic en- 
ergy sale forward to April 
or May could leave insuffi- 
cient time to complete vital 
safoty workon reactors. 

Ministers, keen to have 
the option ofmoving the 
Railtrack float back to June 
from spring, are also be- 
lieved to have looked at de- 
layingthe nuclear float to 
autumn. 

Shadow industry secre- 
tary. Margaret Beckett, said 
news of the attempt to turn 
the seU-ofr timetable on its 
farad raised fears that 
safety would take second 
place to the need to raise 
money for ta.v cuts. 

Stressing that the sell-off 
had already provoked 
safet>' warnings from ex- 
perts. she said: “Yet again 


the natiem's interest is 
being n^lected for the sake 
of Tory party interest.’’ 

The plans to shake np the 
timetable, revealed in a con- 
fidential memo seen by the 
Guardian, also provoked a 
new onslaught by Labour 
on'rail privatisation. 

Traimport spokesman, 
Brian ViQlson, said that 
daily disasters were befall- 
ing the rail sell-offand that 
the planned £2 bilUon flota- 
tion of Railtrack bad gone 
from “total shambles to 
complete sham”. 

He said that the sale had 
raised objections this week 
from the Engzneerii^ Em- 
ployers Federation and the 
Scottish Rail Users Consol- 
tative Committee. It had 
□Iso prompted a potential 
bidder to pullouL 


“lliere was a joke dnring 
the conference and one min- 
ister said it was very moch 
like exchanging vows of ; 
marri^. It's completely; 
volontazy, but once you , 
have made that choice to , 
marry that's a commitment 
yon better Implemesit.” 
Each Apec member will 
submit its action plan by the 
time of next year’s meeting 
in the Philippines, but the 
escape clause allowing un- 
defined “fltocibility” to help 


Newsprint 
costs lead . 
to Guardian! 
profit faii 


domestic political interests 
■—such as formers in Japan 
and East Asia or textile- 
makers fnthe US— worries 
pro-free-trade mixiisters. 

Mr Eantor said: “All 
great nations live np to 
their commitmoits. and so 
will the 18 nations of Apec.” 

China stamped its foot 
last ni^t as the challenging 
great power of the region, 
when its foreign minister, 
^an Qichen. warned that 
any move by Taiwan 


towards independence 
would threaten peace in the 
region. Taiwan is a member 
of Apra — but as “Chinese 
Taipei" — and its president, 
Lee Teng-hui, was warned 
in no uncertain terms not to 
come to Osaka and attend 
thesummiL 

Taiwan's representative, 
Eoo Chen-fh, took a dis- 
tinctly more pacific line, 
saying he hoped to resume 
unofficial tal ks between the 
mainland and the Island. 


Financial Staff 


^R E-TAX profits at the ! 
r Guardian Media Group, 
publishers of the Guardian 
axMl Observer.fell by 24 per 
cent to £12.7 million in foe six 
months to October 1, 1995 on 
higher turnover of £14&6 mil- 
lion, according to figures 
rrieased yestnday. 

Much of foe decline on the 
same period of 1994 wee 
attributable to a smaller con- 
tributlonltam associated 
companies and a decline in 
interest and other income. 

The company said foe 
resultswerelnlinewitheaqpec- 
tations given a 50 per cent rise 
in news{)riut costs. But, de- 
spte foe effect of newsinint 
prices and uncertainty in foe 
UK economy, foe group fore- 
casts a “satisfeetory” perform 
manoe m foe current half year. 

D^ite more chaOenging 
trading conditions, the boa^ 
says “foe group is in a stnmg 
financial position" with some 
£72 minion of cash on deposit 
and very few borrowings. 

• Conrad-Black'sHolling^ 
Group, major shar^iolder m 
the Telegraph, yesterday 
r^MUted a third-quarter loss 
becauseof foe soaring ocst of 
newsprint trtiirii has hit its 
^bal newspaper interests. 

The company lost C$4.6 mil- 
lion (£2.2 million) in foe three 
monfos to September com- 
pared with p^ts of C94.3 mll- 
liOQ in the comparative period 
last year even foou^ revenues 
in the most recent quarter in- 
creased from C$322 million to 
million. 

HolUnger's profits in the 
first nine months of foe year 
slumped from C$114 million to 
C$10 million. 

In addition to a substantial 
drop in profits at the Tele- 
graph, prompted by tbe news- 
paper war and rising 

newsprint costs, HoUinger 
said its Australian associate. 
Fairfov wfaicb owns the 
Sydney Morning Herald and 
The Age in Melbourne — suf- 
fered because of economic 
slowdown. 


Pound slumps 
to all-time low 


Richard Thomas and 
Marie Mibisr 


T HE pound finished a tur- 
bulrat week at a new all- 
time low on the foreign 
exchanges yesterday, as deal- 
ers fretted about the prospects 
of inuninent cuts in taxes and 
interest rates. 

Dealers' concerns that foe 
Chancellor. Kennefo Clarke, 
is poised to trim the cost of 
borrowing soon after bis Bud* 
get on November 28 were rein- 
forced by a speech by foe dep- 
uty governor of foe Bank of 
England, Howard Davies, 
vfolcb hinted at a softer line 
on monetary policy. 

Speaking at the Oil Indus- 
tries Dub annual dinner. Mr 
Davies said the recent sisals 
from the economy were con* 
tradictory and added foat the 
Bank bo^ stea^ growth 
would continue. ' 

“But if there were clear 
s^QS foat final demand had 
weakened substantially, that 
would be likely to affect our 
assessment of Inflationary' 


pressure, and our adrice 
would change — Just as our 
advice changed over the sum- 
mer. when signs of a slow- 
down began to appear." 

Sterling closed almost 
2 pfennigs down at DM2.1725 
and at a record low 0(82.3 
against a basket ■rfcurrencies. 
Cieolers said cash was beii% 
pushed into safer currencies 
for foe weekend, after five 
days of intense Budget specu- 
lation. The pound alM suf- 
fered against the dollar, still 
affected'by bud'^et-wrangling 
on Capitol HilL 

"Tbe feet that UK data are 
pointing to interest rate cuts 
started to soften the tone, and 
a bit of political uncertainty 
did further damage." said 
Brian Hilliard, senior iatema- 
tional economist at Soci^e 
Generate Strauss Turnbull. 

Recentftgu^ have offered 
a consistent picture of a si ug- 
gish economy — and the bet- 
ter-than-expwted October 
public sector deficit Hgure 
released on Thursday added 
yet more fuel to the;;rowing 
clamour for nionetary easing. 


Endowment mortgages “are 
fuelling negative eqy 


Teresa Hunter 


UILDING societies should 
‘stop selliitg endowment 
mortgages to prevent negative 
equity rising ftirther. accord- 
ing to a report published 
yesterday. 

The sale of endowment and 
pension mortgages is continu- 
ing to ftiel negative equity, 
which blights six out of 12 
regions in foe UR and is chok- 
ing off any prospect of 
recovery in the housing ds.tt- 
keL accordingtothe report 
from PJ Barry Consultancy. 

The Surrey-based researoh 
company warned that of Brit- 
ain's 10 million households 
with mortsages the 7.2." mil- 
lion holding endowment, |#en- 


Sion or personal equity loans 
were most at risk from nega- 
dti'eequity'. Those with tradi- 
tional repayment mortgages 
were relatively safe because 
borrowers' monthly payments 
progressiv'ely reduced the size 
of the outstandi ng loan. 

Aspokesman said: “We be- 
lieve mortgage lenders and ad- 
visers must stop selling en- 
dowment mortgages while 
house prices continue to fell, 
or negative equity will con- 
tinue to rise 

"The pnablems of negative 
equity might have been elimi- 
nated altoyuiJior ifthe tradJ- 
tional reyayir-’fni mortgage 
had been .idopieii by liorae 
hu;.x-fs> fiT,-! ty=iu. .illevating 
mpiiyot' ihij I'liVi'-int problems 
oflliT- b'-UMivr :r.nrk»?t " 
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Davies sends up 
same old signal 



Alex Brummer 


I JTTLE has been heard of 
I Howard Davies since he 
l_.moved across from the 
CBI to become deputy gover 
nor of the Bank of England, 
where tie had been widely ex- 
pected to play an administra- 
tive role, perhaps supervision. 

Fascinating, therefore, tiiat 
he should have used his first 
iiigh-profile public speech; be- 
fore the Oil Industries Club 
annual dinner last night, to 
send upasmokeslgnalonthe 
direction of base rates. 

In keeping witli the caution 
which has become the hall- 
mark of Threadneedle Street, 
Ml* Davies said it was too early 
to pronounce that inflation 
was dead or even that the Gov- 
ernment will achieve its infla- 
tion target of 2‘ i per cent or 
less. Nevertheless, the deputy 
goi'ernor not^ that Thurs- 
days reta il price index num- 
bers were better than the 
Bank of England expected. 

Challenging tlie Bank's crit- 
ics. who have alternated in 
suggrating foat either the Old 
Lady has been dressed in 
"widow’s weeds" because she 
has refused too ease or has 
been "dizzy” because she has 
declined to tighten credit hard 
enough, Mr Davies makes the 
case for mid-course adjust- 
ment according to economic 
circumstances. 

In this context Mr Davies 
ai^es foat if there are s^gns 
that economic growth is paus- 
ing, as industrial production 
and retail sales data have sug- 
gested In the last fortni^t, 
then foe Bank’s advice to the 
Chancelloron the inflationary 
pressures might well change. 

This is what happened in 
the summer, when the Bank 
shifted from advising the 
Chancellor to raise interest 
rates to leaving than alone at 
6.75 per cent and this could 
happen again “when signs of a 
slowdown b^an to appear". 

Altliough the energy sector 
offoeeconomy. which Mr 
Davies was addressing last 
night, may still be sustaining 
GDP growth, there appears to 
be little sign of tiiat happening 
anywhere else in the econo- . 
my. Mr Daviesmay no longer 
be at the CBI but foe message 
looked the same: cut rates. 


play. The slowdown In the US 
economy in the second quar- 
ter of 1995 sent a signal that 
dmntuid in the western econ» 
Rites would be slower than 
widely expected. 

And on tbe supply side, the 

Asian producers of short fibre- 
pulp, one of the basic ingredi- 
ents of newsprint decided 

recently to take Murdoch- 
style action in the market 
place by dlscountir^ up to 60 
per cent altering the dynam- 
ics of the market place. There 
can be littledoubttbatnews- 
priht i«iras have peaked and 
the next contracts.wlll be at 
lower prices. 

So, as raw material prices 
come down, Mr Murdoch, 
clos^ followed by the Tele- 
graph, is restoring cover 
prices with tiie 5p increase 
which begins on Monday, 
togetiierwifo a narrowing of 
newsagents margii^ Conrad 
Black's iKicing policy cost 
him support In tbe City; Mr 
Murdoch has built for the 
Times a fer more crediMe cir- 
culation base at the cost of 
having to dose a title: News- 
paper Publishing, publisher 
ofthe In depends! and Inde- 
pendent on Sunday, has been 
weakened. ' 

Perhaps, the most impor- 
tant long-term eSbet is that tbe 
investor community has been 
alerted to the dangers of trust- 
ing newspaper proprietors 
with dominant stakes in their 
business: that could he a bitter 
Iraacy when It comes to the 
cost (Praising ftiture fUnds. 


Murdoch squeeze 

T he economics of the mad- 
house, inflicted by Rupert 
Murdoch <»i tbe UE news- 
paper industry, are fedlng. 

By mistakenly dioosingto 
fight News International’s dr^ 
culation war in the midst of a 
newsprint capaci'^ shortage 
he was certain to inflict maxi- 
mum damage, not Just on com- 
petitors such as the Tele- 
graph, butonhis own titles. 

Today, the most c halleng ing 
d'Britain’s tabloid HHee. has 
paid the ultimate price. What 
is even more galling is that Mr 
Murdoch appears to have 
gone strai^t for closure 
rather than considering sell- 
ing to ratrepreneurs with 
deep pockefe like tiie Barclay 
brothers or foe Fayeds. 

The 50 per cent rise in news- 
print prices, together with the 
severe shortages, was always 
going to be crippling. But 
newsprint is a commodity like 
any ofoer and stabilisers were 
eventually bound to come into 


Russian reform 

T he $25.5 billion 
(£16.45 billimi) debt 
between Russia and the 
London Dub of 600 banks pro- 
vides a timely reminder that 
foe economic-financial situa- 
tion in the largest republic of 
the former So Viet Union is 
stabilising. 

The main uncertainties 
remain political, with Presi- 
dent Yeltsin recoverix^ in 
hospital and concerns tiiat foe 
parliamentary elections next 
month rnigtit produce a shift 
away from refonn. 

Although fomie is no debt 
forgiveness per se Involved in 
the deal, the new obligatums 
can hardly be regarded as 
cmerous. Under foe terms 
i^reed, Russia has 25 years to 
repay the outstanding defat in 
foil and wraT have to start 
making interest payments 
until 2002. This is a iessco* 
pacdcage tiian achieved by 
some other eastern Buroi«an 
countries, notably Pola^ 
vrtiich received outrisht debt 
forgiveness. However, it is 
only foe first instalment In a 
long-range debt-reorganisa- 
tion which will eventually 
have to cover a furtfav 
£87.5 billion. 

The significance <rfitfor 
Russia is that it can now bring 
an element oTnormality to its 
financial operatums. Instead 
of being d^iend^ on multi- 
lateral assikance and any 
reserves it can generate to 
meet its global financing 
needs, it has avoided d^utt 

and can now access global cap- 
ital markets. 

Tbe finanriai community is 
impressed wifo foe economic 
numbers which show infla- 
tion down from 18 per cent a 
Qumfo at tile start of 1995 to 5 
percentlastmonth.TheRus- 
Sian e conomy is ejected to 
grow in 1996 aftera calamitous 
decline of 35 per cent in pro- 
duction over three years. 

AH of this has triggered ne- 
gotiations wifo the IMF on fur- 
ther long-term facHt ti es : 
together with a rouble stabili- 
sation fond. Tbe promises of 
the G7 at the Hoiteton summit 
in 1990 are coming to fruition. 


Bleep, bleep . . , it*s Cupid calling 

Richard Thomas 
spreads the 
message ofa 
new love lexicon 


LJEMEMBER those trem- 
I iblix^ teenage moments, 
sunmoning up the courage 
to pick up the phone and 
ring the object of your de- 
sire to ask fora date? Many 
adult neuroses can sorely 
be traced to such pubescent 
agonies. 

Today’s kids have come 
up with an altogether moch 
1^ nerve-racking altermir 
— send a coded messs^ 
to the dream girl/boy’s 
pager. 

According to a survey of 
400 users of consumer 
pagers released yesterday 

— conducted by GaUop and 
commissioned by Motorola 
— over half would give their 

pagernnmbertoa possible 

partner at a party. Thirteen 
per cent had sent romantic 


messages by pager a 
finding certain to cc 
the worstfears mi 
Tory backbenchers : 

Che decline ctf the nu 
institution, 3 per cei 
proposed by bleep. 

Not cmly do the pa 
increasing made b 
frendy companies SI 
Swatch and Benetto 
remove the need for 
ccmtact, they take ai 
need for words altof 
The tarlff-firee const 
versions only transi 
numbers, so a lexicc 
^ezged, such as 141 

love you; or 666: 1 ha 

Bytheendofntoct' 
mere will be a third ( 

linn MMs....- 



nicatlon is very po 

among students- 
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TOURIST RATES — BANK 


•nwnwciuaiers aoo 
eUy admission stai 
literacy, if not niXE 


Australia 2.04 
Austria 14.60 
Belslum 43 SO 
Canaiia 2.05 
Cyprus 0 6875 
ConmarM 8.23 
Finland 6 46 


France 7.27 Italy 9 am 

Germany 2 . 135 Malta oSs 

Neaierian^ 2 3S5 
■HQIS b4i 12 NOfWBW Q AQ 

l?aM 4 7?® ^.00 

isiael 4.71 Saudi Arabia SSI 
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Joy only for 
travel agents as 
snows sweep 
Scandinavia 


F A.CTORIES 'were closed 
and conunmij cations dis- 
rupted yesterday as winds 

and snow swept Scan- 
dinavia. Schools and offices 
were shot, the po^ dis- 
mpted and roads closed, 
power cuts halted trains. 

Companies farfwding 
Volvo and Sl^ steel weie 
forced to shot plants and 
send winters home. Even 
the Swedish weather fore- 
casting service was hit as 
snow trapped meteorolo- 
gists in their homes. 

In the central Swedish 
town ofMbtala, a 60-year^ 
old nan was foimd dMd 
mder a snowdrift. 

Ferry trafSc aromd the 
Baltic Sea was suspended. 
Two ships heading fttm 
Norway to Denmark had to 
tnrnback,leavlngpassen- 
gers stranded on a wharf. 
Fmies between Finland 
and Estonia were cancelled. 

BntinGotiienbnx&'pio- 
tnred ri^t, the worst snow 
storm in 10 years helped 
Swedish travel agents sell 
breaks in the sm. 
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EC must tackle 
Spanish threat 
to drugs R&D 


Italy’s banks get wake-up call 


UK-style mortgage selling threatens lazy 
lenders, reports JOHN GLOVER in Milan 


N TEZE twin towers of a 
new office developmeDt on 
the northern edge of Mi- 
lan's gloomy TTiyvn ' ^^TTiflritni 
^ cemetery, the insiuerRas 
has rented two floors to house 
what will be laundied n^ 
week as Ital^s first true 
idume-banking operation. 

The company is cc^ about de- 
tails, but insiders say the mod- 
el is the UK’s First Direct 
Nearer the centre of town, 
Banca Woolwich SpA. the 
ian i^hoot ctf the UK btUld- 
ing society, and Abbey 
National Bank are busy fk^- 
ging mor^ages to retail cus- 
tomers. 

Abbey has recently 
launch^ a pilot project to ped- 
dle them by phone., the same 
way It does in the UK. It plans 


to go national with the service 
next year. 

The Italian home mortgage 
market is worth 12.5'trillion 
lire (£5 bilQon). Even so, says 
Massimo Nott^ managing di- 
rector of Banca Woolwich, 
“Italian banks have always 
considered it mai^inal, 
though it’s more profitable 
than in either the UK or 
France”. 

Sas, Abbey and Woolwich 
are small, greenfield, opera- 
tions aimed at niche markets. 
But they and others like them 
are eating away at the edges of 
the profitability of Italy’s noto- 
riously sleepy banking sys- 
tem. 

New players are just one of 
the challenge facing that sys- 
tem. Competition for deposits 


is fncreas^. Big companies 
head straight ibr the capital 
markets. And the banks’ bond 
portfolios bear deq? toars 
from rises in interest rates. 
Bad debts — non-pedbrmh^ 
loans now total mwe than 
£40 billion coottnue to 
haunt ibeir bMks. even as 
they are asked to cement 
rela tinns hipg fbelr Cli- 

ents by taking equity stakes in 
them. 

Lar^ chunks of the system 
— about 60 per cent of deposits 
— are still semi-state-owned; 
prlvatisaticm plans are hos- 
tage to the banks’ unattractive 
results and political man- 
oeinhii^. And the banks* in- 
efficient and costly structures 
are miles away from beh% 
lean and mean. 


TbesiseofthechaUengefac- 
ing the industry was recently 
set out starkly by Professor 
Gianni Zandano, the mild- 
mannered president (tflstir 
tuto Bancario San Paolo di 
Torino, the countir’s largest 

hank. 

Explaining his own bank’s 
poor results, he noted: “Ihe 
net profits of the bankdngaec- 
tor have gcme from 8.8 trillion 
lire in 1991 to 5 trillion in 1993. 
to 492 biHion in 1994." 

Prof Zandano went on to 
compare the banks with the 
crisls-radred steel mdustry at 
fheendirf^the 1980s. The fig- 
ures be gave are much more 
than a gentle spiral down- 
ward — theyarefhenum- 
bers of a rout, albeit one 
heavily influenced by the 
hair-raising amount cf red ink 
generated ^ a small number 
ofbanks. 

Altbou^ analysts pmnt out 
that there is no systemic dan- 


ger— Italy has plenty of solid 

hanks —the industry haa 
problems with returns. 

According to Prof Zddano. 
its average return on equity is 
4.5 per cent, against 10.4 per 
cent fix' the whole of Europe. 

Labour costs are crucial, be- 
cause the banks are stufiM 
with staff. Ih Italy salaries ac- 
count tor more than 67 per 
cent of operating costs; in 
fVance the figure is 58 per 0^ 
and in Britain 55 per cent 

The banks have tried to 
move staff tonew branches. 
But rising ocnnpetitloiifor de- 
posits and pressure on loan 
margins illustrate the law of 
diminishing returns. 

The banks' cost structure is 
the result of another way of 
doing business — taking in 
deposits and lending fh^ out 
at a premium. That business, 
as ^Hncenzo Desario, director- 
general the Bank of It^. 
noted ina recent speech, is 


undergoinga process of “irre- 
versible roequiUbration", a 
polite way of saying it is 
evaporating. 

The Bank would like to con- 
centrate on selling services 
rathertiian money. But the 
ftmdamental problem 
remains — tte batiks have too 
many people doing too little 
woik for too much xooney. 
Ihey are baited by tiaditum. 
labour Uiw — dismissals are 
almost impossible— and’a 
strong union. 

That will make it tough to 
persuade foreign investors to 
buy into file banking sector 
next year, when at least two of 
the big banks plan to ^ to 
market But without foreign 
cash it Is goii)^ to be hard to 
sell at a decent price. 

‘"The problem is that those 
costs aren't going to go away 
quickly. Sooner or later the 
axe hag tofoll.*' one Milan 
banking analyst said. 


Swiss franc in 
wanted role 


Malic MHner 

Empaan Businasa Editor 


T his week, the pound’s 
trade-wei^ted index foil 
to an all-time low and 
sterUng was seriously de< 
pressed against the German 
nuu'k In France, prime niinis- 
ter Alain Juju's plans for 
bringing the social security 
budget under amtrol were 
rewarded with a modest cut in 
interest rates from the Bank of 
France. 

But Mr Juppe and Britain’s 


iThe rising tide 

12 moiiUis%eliaiige/Sifiss franc 
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Chancellor KenneQi Clarke 
are only too well aware that 

finanrial marirgte r smain 

sceptical about the conduct of 
policy. If Mr Juppe blinks in 
the foce of the country’s pub- 
lic-sector unicais or Mr Clarke 
is seal as ovargenerous in 
meeting demands for tax ciits, 
then the franc and the pound 
are likely to cmne under pres- 
sure on the foreign exchanges 

Fbr Markus Lusser, the 
head of Switzerland's central 
hai^ teproblem is very dif- 
ferent Too many people want 
to bold Swiss firancs. With the 
Germans worried about the 
mark amid a political row 
over European Monetary 
Unton, the Swiss franc is fost 
acquiring the status of 
Euxt^e’s last hard curroicy. 

Ihe Swiss autharities do 
not have figures for the extent 
of the flight but the firanc has 
now reached levels vfiiere it is 
damaging Swiss ^porters. 


The Swiss are contemplat- 
ing measures to.combat the 
jaobl^. The snag is to avoid 
a cure that Is worse than the 
Alness. The Swiss have foced 
the problem of an overvalued 
currency twice in file past two 
derades — to.3S7Sandl987.In 
both cases, the authorities 
opted to take the steam out of 
the currency appreciation by 
printing enough bank notes to 
meet donand. The end result, 
on both occasions, was (by 
Swiss standards) a nas^ bout 
ofinflatim. 


Bayer on spending spree as rt buys 
Monsanto and Hoechst offshoots 


MarIcMftoer 


B ayer, the German chemi- 
cals group, was on file a& 
quisltions trail wifil a ven- 
geance this week, snapping up 
Mcnsanto’s ABS plastics busi- 
ness in the IK as Its Agfa sub- 
sidiary was spladiing out on 
the printing products b^- 
nesstrf’HoeehsL 
The purchase tfHoedist’s 
printing business cost some 
£320 million making it fiie big- 
gest acquisition in A^*s his- 
tory while Bayer’s US acquisi- 
tion cost a further 
£367 million. 

j^fo’s purchase is unlikely 
to kill speeulaticm about the 
company's future. Ba^ is 
known to be unhappy with the 
return on sales from Agfo— 

3 per cent compared witii 
around 10 per emit ftt* file 
group as a whole. 

Bayer has to decide whether i 


— an inmg iTt g 

moves away from chmnistry 
ami m<»e deeply into electron- 
ics — Agfo is to remain a core 
business. 

One possibility would be to 
s^ it. though giants in the 
industry such as Kodak and 
Fiyi mi^t find themselves 
facing regulatory problems if 
they wanted to acquire Agfa. 
Another would be to float Agfo 
on the stock marteL 

“That these came back-to- 
back is a coincidence," said a 
BayarapedEsnaan yesterday. 
“We haro looking to 
strengfiien our position in 
plasties in the US, while Mon- 
santo wanted to spin off a non- 
core business." 

As to the purchase of file 
Hoetet operation, he sakh 
‘*That was a market where 
Agfa was present but not that 
strong.axid there wasa 
diamce to acquire a business 
which fitt^" 


Update 


□ Exchange rates should be 
fixed in liim with economic 
reality in the final phase be- 
fore Europe’s Economic and 
M<metary Union, the 
Bundesbank president, 
Hans Tletm^r, said yes- 
terday. hc^ that the ex- 
riiange rates fbrihe fritnre 
single currency will be es- 
tablished on thp basis of 
econozEue principles and 
that political, social and 
technical thetors win play a 
sabordtnate role," Mr Tiet- 
meyer told the European 
Banking Congress in 


FrankflirL 

□ The Poliah government 
signed an agreement said to 
be woirth over ^ billion 
(£660 milliim), with the 
Daewoo group, giving the 
South Korean company coo- 
trol of the state-owned cai> 
maker Fabryka Samoefaodow 
Osobowych. Under the ac- 
cord. F80 will be liquidated 
and its assets brou^ into a 
joint venture in lAich 
Daewoo will hold 8 majority 
stake. 

□ A German court this 
week turned down an ap- 
peal by the former property 

magnate Juezgen Sfdmeider 
against a mling which de- 
clared his empire bankmpt. 
to October this year, Mr 
Schneider launched le^ 
action to try to challenge 
bankruptcy proceedings 
against Us group in late 
April 1994, But the Frank- 
fhrt district court said file 
action had been filed long 
after the two-week deadltae 
had expired. 

□ The European Bankfor 
ReeonstrueticmandDevelap- 
ment signed a £29 million 
a greement ypsterda y to h el p 
fund Bulgarian state rail- 
ways’ restructuring, includ- 
ing finance for rolling stote 


EiirnpeMn Biitineev is 
•Aed by Mark URmr 


Silver lining missing 
from aluminium sell-off 


ALEX DUVAL SMITH reports from Paris on 
the latest of the French government’s 
pragmatic attempts to balance its budget 


I N WHAT is increasingly 
looking like a desperate bid 
to fill gaping holes in 
public cO&rs, the French 
governinent this week rushed 
ahe^ with a sell-off 
annoanceinent whlCh looks 
neither timely nor lucrative. 

As the government 
launched an unpt^mlar 
assault on the sunassed debt of 
flae French social security 

ByB tam. the fhiaTiffft TniTiieter, 
■teaw Artbuie, aTitiniTTiofld hia 

own drop-in-the-ocean 
contributiOD to remedying the 
public deficit the sell-off m 
Pechtoey, the world’s foortb 
hugest aluminium group. 

The sale of what are seen as 
cut-price shares in the 
almritnhim and parftaging 
company is expected to raise 
Fra bOl^ (£660 million) -- 
half what the government 
hoped vfoen it added Pechtoey 
to its sell-offlist last year. 

The group, whlrii has 
leaxoltoed its activities to 
the part 12 months, is be tog 
priratised agaznrt the 
background of a weak stock 

marlta t, fi>Tlinga1iimiTii nTn 
prices and the poor track 
record of recent French seli- 


But Pechiney’s chairman, 
.foaztFierre Bodier. claims the 
cmnpany has been 
re invigorated and points to 
plans to can Coea-Ctda in 
Brazil and ^psi in Mexico. 
Pate^ng accounts for 41 per 
cent of its activities, against 33 
per cost ibr aluminium 
production. 

MrBodiersaid: “Fecbiney 

isthe fifftly mi ^ r almnlnTxiTn 
company in Eur<^. Its 


privatisation should attract 
both European Investors and 
. An^o-Sazons who alrea^ 
have shares in our 
competitors.” 

In the 18 numths smceMr 
Rodler Joined the company, 
Pechiney cast off its 

intere s ts in a number of 
su b si di a r y oo mpBui es, 

inftlndlng niio whl/»li tnalroc 

brake compoDents fbr 
Ftxmula 1 cars. It has also s<dd 
Howmet, a US aircraft 
oomponenb rn aDu f acturer. 


The background is 
falling aluminium 
prices, a weak 
stock market, and 
a poor track record 
of privatisations 


The main assets remaining 
under ttie Pediiney umbrella 
are the world’s bluest drink- 
packaging company — 
American National Can — 
and three aluminium piantc jq 
F rance. 

However, the French gov- 
ernment finance oommission 
indicated in last year 
that the sale of Pechtoey could 
re^uptoF^lObillion— 
twice as much as is now 
expected. 

Since thn, world demand 
for aluminium has dropped 
and Fectainey — in state 
bands for 13 years — has been 
rebuked by the French stock 


market commission for hav- 
ingpublished accounts which 
did not “conform to Freorii 
accounting pnxedures”. 

Analysts point to the ex- 
pity, at the end of this year, of 
a “memorandum of under- 
standing” be tween the leading 
al iiminimn .pmd iv-iiig 

countries of the world — the 
US, Canada, states of the 
European Union. Australia, 
Nbrv^ and Russia. 

The agreement rigned in 
February 1994, aimed to 
redress a doom-laden market 
to which overproduction was 
such that the Londm Metal 
EzcJiange — where alumin- 
ium laices are set — had com- 
manded stocks 2.6 million 
formes. Itsncceeded in reduc- 
ing stocks to 525,000 tonnes 

gnit mg fha iniiTm 

ixice. Smoe July demand has 
slumped, and the price has 

faUen again 

The third French privatisa- 
tion this year — after Seita, 
the tobacco company, and 
Usmoi>Sacilor, the steel group 
— was expected by commenta- 
tors to be Renault 

But French. anahrsts said 
this week that the car com- 
pany may be too good to sacri- 
fice to a mariret to which 
Branch asset sales have begun 
to be seen as a liability. 

Of the last seven French 
companies to be privatised, 
tbesbaresinonlytwo— 

Ckedit Local de France and 
Seita are trading at higher 
rates than their issue prices. 
Shares to Usinor-Sa)^r are 
worth 17.8 per cent less fiian 
they were sold fix' in July . 

TheturnaroundinPechin- 
ey’s fortunes since Mr Rodier 
took the reins is nevertheless 
undeniable. 

After losses last year of 

£t3.5 btnioa. the company is 
expected to make a prefit of 

praoo million this year. 


^imcats 





COMMENTARY/ 
EasilYHCopied 
medicines 
need market 
protection, says 
nCHARD SYKES 

W B UNVEILED the 
Glaxo Wellcome 
mfifnirh and devel- 
opment portfolio to ana- 
lysts last week — fbr the 
first time since the company 
was created earlier this 
year. 

The analysts were givmi 
details of a portfolio com- 
prising 50 major research 
projects and 93 develop- 
ment projects. These seek to 
answer unmet medical 
needs in a wide range of 
therapeutic areas. Includ- 
ing respiratory disease, 

cancer, heart disease and vi- 
ral tofeettons. Total Glaxo 
Wellcome RAsD expenditure 
in 1996 is estimated to be 
£1.2 hUUon. the same 
amount as Glaxo and Well- 
come were spending be- 
tween them befbreliie 
merger. 

However, with the new 
streamlined organisation, 

and the harnessing of new 

technologies, we are seek- 
ing a three-fold increase in 
R&D productivity, en^li^ 
us to bring three new medi- 
cines to the market annu- 
ally firom the year 2000. 

Our ability to Invest such 
huge sums in RAD dop<mds 
upon strong patent prot^ 
tion. The proc^ of develop- 
ing a new medicine and ob- 
tatoing regulatory apjpioval 
typkaUy takes 8-12 years 
and costs more than 
£200 million. Medictnes are 
easily copied and no one 
would make such an invest- 
ment without the prospect 
that their invention would 
enjoy a limited period of 
protection firom copsrlng. 
(Th^ is, of course, no pro- 
tection firom comp^tiou.) 

The Gatt Uruguay Round 
agreement provides for the 
urtroduction of effective 
patent protection around 
the world, but at present it 
is inadequate in many 
countries. 

The European Conunis- 
Sion is expected to decide 
shortly whether or not to 
allow the export of pharxoa- 
ceoticals firmn Spain and 
Portugal, where medicines 

now cm the market do not 
eqjoy etfocUve patent pro- 
tection, to other EU mar- 
kets. The Commission’s de- 
cision will have hnpcirtant 
im^ications fbr the 
research-based industry. 

When Spain and Portugal 
joined the Euro p ean Union 
in 1986 they did not provide 
product patent protection 
for pharmacenticals. It 


was, however, a 
of entry that they should 
pass legislation providing 
such protection. 

Spte’s Treaty of Acces- 
sion contained a transi- 
tional Article 47 providing 
for the fiiee movement of 
goods, which is enshrined 
in the Treaty of Rome, to be 
suspended for pharmaceu- 
ticals until the end of 1995. 
The Spanish patent legisla- 
tion came into force in Octo- 
ber 1992, but because of the 

time taken from patent fil- 
ing to product launch, the 
first patent-protected medi- 
cines are not likely to reach 
tile Spanish market until 
about 2002. 

Products now on the mar- 
ket in Spain will never en- 
joy patmt protection and 
can be freely copied by gen- 
eric manufiactuiers, wte do 
not have to hear tiie massive 
costs of research and devel- 
opment Copying inevitably 
depresses the prices of the 
original innovative prod- 
ucts and Spanish prices are 
tile lowest in the EU. If 
Article 47 is allowed to 
l^se at the end of this year, 
it will be possible for Span- 
ish-maaufoctured Zantac, 
fbr example, wbich is not 
patent-protected, to be ex- 
ported to the UE, where it 
will compete unfairly with 
the patent-protected CE 
version. 

National Economic 
Research Associates’ study 
suggests that the losses to 
seven toadiiig pharmaceuti- 
cal companies alone would 
be about £180 million in 
1997, witii larger losses in 
later years. Such losses 
would have inevitable coa- 
sequences fin* employment 
to tiie OS itoinstry and for 
its ability to fond R&D. Any 
savings to the NB5 would be 
small, as experience shows 
that most of the benefit 
firom such ’’parallel trade" 
accrues to importers an d 
distributors. 

The potential damage to 
the innovative pharmacen- 
tic al in dustry has caused 
the UK govemmmit to join 
with France, Germany and 
a number of other member 
states to call for an exten- 
sion of the transitionai ban 
on Spanish exports. 

The decision now rests 
with the 20 European com- 
missioners, led by Jacques 
Santer . In addition to its un- 
mediate impact, it will set 
the scene for the treatment 
of other countries wishing 
to Join the EU where ade- 
quate patent legislation 
needs to be introduced. 

It is of great importance 
to the EU pharmacentical 
industry that the commis- 
sioners act, as tlmy have to 
the past, to uphold patent 
protection. 


Sir Mehard ^kaa b deputy 
ch ah ui a n and chief exec u t i ve 
of Olaxe WeHceme pb. 
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Counter culture grows its own 


O N MONDAY a 
new sh(9 will 
open in Bris- 
tol’s Clifton 
shopping cen- 
tre. That is not 

unusual, but the shop is. It is a 
co-operative ethical super- 
market which aims to be the 
beginning of what could be a 
counter revolution in more 
ways than one. 

Out ofHiis Worid is revolu- 
tionary in the way it is going 
about its business of selling 
“educal" groceries. It is also 
seeking to counter die retail 
revolution of the past decade. 

At nnft level it ifl fighting 
back against the h^mony of 
national chains <:€ large stores 
wMch are freezii^ out local 
shops and local suppliers. 

Out ofThls World aims to 
becoDie a national chain, with 
perhaps 200 shops. 

Out of This World is aimed 
at the estimated S per cent of 
the population who “care”. 

Ihe store is the brainchild - 
of managing director Richard 
Adams, whose record in- 
cludes the third worid trading 
operatioii. TTaidcraCt, and the 
research aM publishing 
organisation New Cor^umer. 

Althou^ Mr Adams has a 
beard and wears sandals, he 
loiows that succEssful retail- 
ing is not about philosophy. It 
is about getting on to the 
shelves products people want 
to buy . at prices are pre- 

pared to pay and whidi brings 
in profit 

“Profit is important to Out 
of Ihis World. It is not a pri- 
mary objective but it is an 
essential condition of suc- 
cess.” 

Those words come from a 
prospectus issued earlier this 
year, which has raised almost 
£1 millionfkom just ova* 2,000 
members to finance the imfiai 
half-dozen shops. 

Out of Ihis World may be its 
name, but as tiie share Issue 
shows it is rooted firmly in 
this world of capitalist eco- 
nomics — one of the thii^ 
which distinguishes itfiom 
the host of “altemative" 
wholefood shops which have 
opened since the 19G0s with 
similarly high principles but 
substantially less capitaL 
The money has paid for pro 
fiessional advice, and means 
these shops will be big and 
bright Ihe size. 2,500 square 
feet, is enough to allow small 
ranges of clothing, craft work, 
gardening and electrical prod- 
ucts. although the bulk of toe 
3,000-strong range is grocer- 


T bE range has been 
judged according to 
sizeOucalcat^o- 
ries: healthy eating, 
human and animal 
welfare, environ- 
ment, fhir trade and commu- 
nity devdopment 
So there are no diet^ sup- 
plements, food and drin^ 
come from organically grown 
imoducts. detergents indude 
Ecoverbutnottbe wdl- 
known brands from Lever 
Brothers and Procter & Gam- 
ble. Products are bou^t lo- 
cally vtoere practicable. 

Many of toe brands, sudi as 
Whole Barth. Jordan’s and 
Granose, are familiar from 
mainstream supermarkets as 
well as wfaoleEbod shops. 

But Typhoo tea is toe only 
really mainstream brand in 
the stoop, on toe grounds that 
the company has made strenu- 
ous efforts to escape toe usual 
tyrrany of toe tea industry 
and deal foiriy with tea 
workers. 

There is another unique as- 
pect to Out oTThis World, how- 
ever. Hie shoppers will own 
the business. It has been set up 
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ROGER COWE on selling an 
alternative lifestyle to 
British shoppers, and 
MARKTRAN on how wealthy 
Americans have bought in 


ies. It is about twice toe size of 
the most substantial whole- 
food shc^. though tiny by 
modern superstore standards. 

Pnrfessional designers have 
been able to specify toe most 
enviFomnentaily friendly ma- 
terials andfitto^gs. firom the 
milk-based paint on toe walls, 
torou^ counter tops made of 
recycle fdastlc bottles, to toe 
use of old-fashioned linoleum 
on toe floor catoer than vinyl 
• All that costs money: in- 
cluding £1,000 for the paint, 
and £12,000 more for “sustain- 
able” shelvix^ leaving a total 
caidtal cost of £100,000 per 
shop. - 

Compitnnises have had to 
be made. Ihe lifting, for ex- 
ample, includesspotsandfru- 
orescent tubes as wen as low- 
eneigy bulbs, because that 
was the only way to get toe 
desired ctoeeiftd effect 

“With most wholefood 
^ops, you feel guilty when 
you st^ throu^ toe door. 
This h^ to be somevtoere 
people want to go and feel 
comfortahle toopping toere 
and will tdl their friends to 
ga," says Mr Adams. 

The products Ulustrate that 
tols is no hatosbirt venture. 
Purists can stick to vegan 
food, carob and ba]^ cup, hut 
there is also organic meat, or- 
ganic (and foirly-tradeci) choc- 
olate and coffee. 




Retailers discover 
rich pickings in 
the US muesli belt 
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V /OU cannot buy Kel- 

Y lo^s com flakes at 

I Fresh Fields, toe new 
natural food supermarket 
in afiOLuent Greenwich, Con- 
necticut, bat you can find 
Rainforest Crisp and Sierra 
CnmchmneslL 

Coca-Cola is absent, bat 
customers will find more 
than a dozen brands of soya 
milk with names like Eden- 
soy and Vltasoy. In the veg- 
etable department, there 
are organic green lettuces, 
organic butter lettuces, or- 
ganic red leaf lettuces and 
organic frisde lettuces, all 
from California. 

Fresh Fields has been 
open only since fibreh, but 
on a Saturday afternoon its 
carparkis dotted with Mer- 
cedes-Benz and other Euro- 
pean cars as their well- 
heeled owners cruise the 
shopping aisles. 

With prices higher than 
at toe regular snptemarlcet 
down the road. Fresh Fitdds 
is having no trouble build- 
ing up a clientele, drawn to 
a one-stop shopphog centre 
stocking “healthy” foods 
pins bous^iold supplies — 
although one customer lik- 
ened the recycled-paper 
toilet tissue to tree bark. 

Rough toilet paper or not, 
“natural foods” super- 
markets of more than 5,000 
square feet are catching on 
fast. At one time such prod- 
ncte were sold mainly by 
small mom-and-pop stores. 
ITie products were derided 
as r^bit food, and their 
purtdiasers usually wore 
heads and sandals. But toe 
Uppies, it turns out, were in 
the vanguard of a trend. 

Organic and natural 
products increasingly are 
finding their way into 
mainstream supenmaikets, 
which now sell Tom’s Natur 
ral Toothpaste flrom Maine 
and “organically grown” 
tomatoes. This lends legiti- 
macy to the “all-natural” 
supermarkets. 


land, a distant second with 
14 stores. Whole Foods 
opened its first store in 1 980 
a^ now has 41, in 12 states. 
It plans to open 100 super- 
marketsby the end of the 
decade. 

Whole Foods chief execu- 
tive John Mackey argues in 
the company’s annual 
report that high growth is 
essential as there isa lim- 
ited number of sites that 
will support a large “natu- 
ral foods” supermarket. 

Mr Mackey fears that his 
supermarkets could fal 1 vic- 
tim to too much success In 
; natural foods as conven- 
tional operators vrill move 
; a ggr essively to carve out 
titaeir ovm share. American 
Stores, the leading grocery 
store chain in the US. is in- 
deed consldeiing opening a 
natural ftiods supermarket. 

But increased competi- 
tion does not worry Charles 
Rosteiblum, who runs 
Whole Foods in New York's 
trendy SoHo district. Noth- 
ing to do with the Whole 
Foods chain, Mr Rosen- 
blnm's independent opMU- 
tion is the oldest natural 
foods store in New York, go- 
ing back some 20 years. 
Business has been so good 
lately that he has opened up 
a branch on Broadway on 
the Upper West Side. 


M RROSENBLUMis 
confident that bis 
two stores can with- 
stand increased competi- 
tion frxim his bigger rivals 
' and conventional super- 
markets, At toe back of the 
supermaricet, there is a deli 
and the prepared food sec- 
tion, the hij^ margin areas. 
Another high margizi area 
is vitamins and homeopa- 
thy products such as herbal 
extracts. 

One wbole wall ofWhole 
Foods SoHo is devoted to 
pills of garlic, American 
Ginseng, Fnid Siberian Gin- 
seng, Korean White Gin- 
seng, Slippery Elm Bark, 
White Willow Barkand 
Yucca Stalk. Above toe cash 
registers are extracts of 
yarrow flowers and camo- 
mile and dozens of other ex- 
otic potions. 

H^bal remedy retail 
sales are growing at donble 
digit rates and should top ^ 
MUion tiiis year acewding 
to the American Botanic 
Council, and homeopathic 
remedies are likely to be 
over $200 million. 

Companies sach as Na- 
ture's Bounty can barely 
keep tep with demand, al- 
thoogh consumer groups 
and the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration have b^un 
issuing warnings about the 
safety of some of these 
products. 

These are good times for 
retailers In natural foods. 


A CCORDlNGtothe 
ZA monthly m^azine 
/ \Natnial Foods 
chandiser, sales of such 
products surged by 22.7 per 
cent to $7.55 billion 
(£4.9 billion) in 1994, 

• fbllowing strong gaiu in 
preceding years. Smito 
Barney, the WaU Street 
firm, believes tiutdmno- • 
graphic audindustry trends 
are favourable enou^ to 
sustain long-term growth of 
over 15 per cent a year in 
the health food Industry. 

Capitalising on increased 
dmnand for such products, 
retailers are rushing to 
open dedicated stores. 

Whole Foods, based in 
Anstln, Texas, leads the cat- 
egory of such supo^ 

I markets, vrith Fresh Fields, 
based In RockvQle, Mary- 


T.nr>Trfng for healthy profit Richard Adams prepares for store’s Bristol debut 


as a eonsumer co-operative, 
and only manbers can shop 
there (for a once-<dF£5 mem- 
bershfo). 

If th^ don’t like what they 
see on the shelves, they can 
chiuageiL 

On toe basis that informa- 
tion is power. the shop has a 
computersystemsetapfor 
customers to discover more 
informatiou about the prod- 


ucts toan could ever be 
printed on a labeL 
“We are definitely trying to 
set an agenda,” Mr Adams 
said, “^t we are very open 
I about what toe agenda is.” 
The first item on the agenda 
I is to show that these shops can 
pay their way. Over the next 
six months toqy have to prove 
that they can each reach 
annual sales of £750.000. 


I That wSt require only about 
600 people r^ularly spend^ 
less than a quarteroftheir 
weekly shopping bill at Out of 
This World, but it may still be 
a tall order, even in an area 
likediftion. 

The agenda goes beyond 
tois particular locality or even 
this particular venture. 

“It has got to work”, Mr Ad- 
ams said. “There have been 


PHOTOGRAPH CHRISTOPHSIJONES 

too many green fhilures.” 

In an environinent where 
any small shop is strug^ing to 
survive; and where toe mo- 
mentum of green consumer^ 
ism has been lost, it will be a 
miracle if Out ofThis World 
does grow to become a foature 
ofmost British towns. But if it 
does not, it will be a tragedy 
for the socially responsible 
business movement. 


Veggie spells wimp 


Quick Crossword No. 7975 


J i ' 

Larry Elliott 


I N THE film Green Card, 
Gerard Depardieu’s Ule- 
gal French immigrant 
into New York Is struggling 
with his pidgin English to 
find a suitable insolt for the 
wimpish boyfiriend of Andie 
McDowelL **You,yon . . . 
vegetarian,” be shutters. 

The point Is well made. 
Anglo-Saxons might be daft 
enougk to exist on a diet of 
I lentil bake and ve$gle- 
' burgers but^nraverage 
! gastronomlqne Frenchman 
would rather slit his own 
throat than give np a filet 
mignoncookeddpoinit. 

The other side of ^ coin 
Is that every main street in 
France has at least two bon- 
cheries, while in Britain 
you are as likely to spot a 
white rhino as an old-fosh- 
toned fomily batcher. 

Indeed, those who be- 
moan the death of the high 
street and the rise of edge of 
town hypermarkets need to 
consider what Impact the 


demise of toe butcher has 

had on the trend. 

Of coarse, the drift out of 
town has not merely hit in- 
dependent butchers, but 
has affected greengrocers 
and bakers as wall. But toe 
management bnyKmt of 
Dewltaxat in the summer 

after it went Into receiver^ 
ship shows how ton^ Ufo is 
out there for tile butchery 
trade. 

Rightly so, many would 
say . Eating meat is im- 
moral, a grotesque waste of 
resources, and fundamen- 
tally unhealthy, clogging 
up your arteries with all 
tiiat disgusting efaolesteroL 

The first point is unargu- 
able. Either you have a 
pro blten wito eating meat 
or you don’t. All the figures 
I would suggest that more 
: and more young people are 

I taming toTOgBlMi-igiiigwi, 

, althoni^sonie meat lovers 
say this may have some- 
thing to do with the Inten- 
sive propaganda campaign 
by v^Sie groups that goes 
oninstoools. 

More people are certainly 
becoming what is knoTO as 
demi-veggles, that is they 
eat white meat or fish, but 
not beef; lamb or pork. Here 
the reason forthe beha- 
vionral change is probably 
nioraa grmnaiiffthaa 

Ovor the past 20 years, 
poultry, for example, has 
become much cheaper rela- 
tive to bee£ it now costs 


only 25 per cent as much 
compared to 50 per cent in 
the mid-1970s. 

As a resnlh while beef 
consumption has foUen by 
around a quarter, poultry 
consumption has tabled. 
This is rational econc^c 
betaaviour, since tike fiact 

tiiat beef forming is for 
more intensive than poultry 
I formii^b reflected til the 
price. 

I On Thnzsday, the latest 
inllatiou fign^ provided 
further evidence that 
people are motivated by cost 
rather than conviction 
when it comes to eating 
habits. 

il^pareiitly, onefoetor 
behind tile drop in food 
prices was the start of the 
pre-Christmas turkey war, 
wito offors of defbnned 
birds going cheap. 

The final argument — 
that meat is bad for you — is 
risible. No doubt a £at that 
consisted solely of pork pies 
would not be woo^zfiilly 
balanced, but is there any 
real evidence that fb^ 
causes premature death? 

People on lower incomes 
—who tend to eat the 
cheaper cuts of meat — may 
well have lower Ufo expec- 
tancy than the v^gie or 
demi-veggie but that conld 
well have something to do 
with other factors — unem- 
ployment, poverty, poor 
housing. 

At least they’ll die happy. 
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Across 

1 Characterise (6) 

4 Deed or lawsuit (6) 

9 Biblical giant (7) 

Ip Under-roof space (5) 

1 1 Unsuitable (S) 
lENovei or love affair (7) 
ISMercury (11) 

ISFairy queen (7) 

20 Physical strength (5) 
22 Long-legged bird (5) 
2a Novel by Scott (7) 

24 Short-lived insect (6) 

25 Ugly dudding? (6) 


THBOUanDIAN 

119 Faringdon Road 
London EClR 3ER. 

Talephona 0171-278 2332 
Telex: 8811 746 (Guardn G) 

Fax numbers: 

01 71 -837 21 1 4 and 833 8342. 



Down 

1 River of Baghdad (6) 

2 Bohemian dance (5) - 

3 Distracted or frenzied (7) 

5 Demand as one’s due (5) 

6 Deeply felt (7) 

7 Five cents (6) 
Slnsplrallona] (11) 


hi Mnii a hm itrif: 

184PasnBMte. Man tiia et BrM802RR 
Tetehm^61-832 7200 
PeBcm61-832 6351 and 0161-8349717 

Telepbene Sa la a; 

London 0171-811 9000; 

Meneheatar 0181-834 8686 


14Absolutely (7) 
IBCollection of books ( 7 ) 

■*P Brook — continuous How 
( 6 ) 

17 Devise or fabricate (6) 

18 South African province (5 
21 Pale grey (sj 

01 Tiaifcrt E14 9NG I 
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